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Algeria to celebrate Diplomacy Day 

decreed Oct. S as a national 
diplom^ day to wlebrate the countiy's diplomacy 
piincipl^. the official Algerian news agency APS said 
on Saturday, ‘‘^geria was the pioneer countiy to 
claim a more fair and more balanced interaational 
econtmuc relationship to help ensure an economic 
taKTOtt m the tnon-industrialised) countries," said 
summing up the principles of the country’s 
diplom^y. The north African country built its diplo- 
macy siiwe mdependence from French rule 34 years 
ago by nret forging closer links with neighbourine 
counmes 10 the Maghreb, then with the Arab World 
with Mushm nations, Mediterranean Europe and then 
other countries. Algeria is current chairman of the 
MagtOTb Arab Union set up in 1989 with Morocco. 
Mauntama, Tunisia and Libya. 
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Israeli warplanes bomb S. Lebanon targets 

NABATIYEH (Rj — Israeli warplanes rocketed sus- 
pected guerrilla targets in South Lebanon hitls on Sat- 
urday hours after an Israeli-backed militia patrol w*as 
ambushed, securitj' sources said. They said the jets 
fired at least four rockets into Louwaizeh hills in 
Iqlim AI Toufah ridge, used by pro-Iranian Hizbollah 
guerrillas to attack Israeli troops and their militia 
allies occupying a South Lebanon border zone. The 
sources had said hours earlier that a South Lebanon 
Army (SLA) militiaman was killed when his patrol 
came under guerrilla fire near the village of Markaba 
Ln occupation zone. "The initial report from the 
poiFo) said that one member was killed in the ambush 
but later it turned out that he was only unconscious," 
one SLA source said. No group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack 
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Cabinet approves 
Japanese loan 

*“P - 

;]■“ AMMAN fPetra) — The 

■' Council of Ministers on 

Saturday approved a 
Japanese grant to the King- 
dom to purchase appli- 
■■ aaces worth S373.000 for 
the Department of Antiqui- 
ties. The Cabinet, meeting 
' under the chairmanship of 
^ . Acting Prime Minister and 
‘‘ Minster of Higher Educa- 
• “ don Abdullah Ensour, 
' approved the appointment 
of Abdul Latif Bawab as 
: . Jordan's ambassador to 

• Switzerland. 

' Shamir says 
j .. be is fine ^ 

TEL Avrv CAP) — 
'Vltzhak Shamir, Israel's 
former prime minister, said 
Saturday he was feeling 
fine, and denied that low 
. ['j blood pressure caused him 
to collapse during a visit to 
Paris. Interviewed on 
Israel's army radio. Mr. 
Shamir did not say what 
ailed him. But aides 
blamed a right schedule 
that caused the 81 -year-old 
Israeli to miss his regular 
M afternoon siesta, the radio 
' said. JoUng and laughing. 
Mr. Shamir said reports of 
a loss of blood pressure 
were "nonsense. No such 
thing happened." He said 
he read in the newspapers 
' that his condition was 
unstable. ‘T think my situ- 
ation is very stable.” he 
said. He added that he was 
feeling "absolutely normal 

• — politically too." Mr. 
Shamir, of die Kght-wLug 
Likud party, was prime 

• minister for nine years until 
he lost an election to the 
centrist Yitzhak Rabin in 
1992. From politics, he is 

' touring Europe on a fund- 
raising tour for forestry and 
construction projects in 
Israel. 

- '^Oman, India sign 
' security agreement 

MUSCAT (AP) — Oman 
and India signed a security 
' agreement on Saturday to 
exchange informatioD on 
terrorism and organised 
crime, the official Oman 
news agency said. The 
agreemeoL which was 
signed by Oman's Interior 
Minister Bader Bin Saoud 
Bin Hareb ^d his Indian 
counterpart Mohammed 
Maqbool Dar, also stipu- 
lates coordination in 
crimes involving fraud and 
embezzlement. The two 
countries also si^ed 
agreements in the agricul- 
tural and scientific sectors. 

Strike ends at 
one lYirkish jail 

.ANK.ARA (AP) — 
Inmates ended a five-day 
protest of conditions in a 
’"Northwestern prison Satur- 
*day, but thousands of pris- 
' oners are pressing ahead 
with a hunger strike, a 
human rights official said. 
Eighty-five inmates who 
set up barricades at 
Canakkale prison agreed to 
halt their action when 
authorities consented to 
allow group visits between 
women and men prisoners 
once a week and super- 
vised private meetings 
twice weekly. Erol Anar of 
the independent Human 
Rights Association smd. 
Meanwhile, a hunger strike 
by thousands of prisoners 
in jails across the country 
entered into its sixth dav 

Saturday. Inmates launched 

the strike to warn the gov- 
ernment to stick to promis- 
es made at the end of a 
hunger strike in July that 
.y^ft 12 prisoners d^d. The 
^kes follow' riots at 
Diyarbakir prison last 
week in which 10 inmates 
protesting the transfer ^ to 
prisoners to other jails, 
were killed in clashes with 
securitv officials. 


Palestinians, Israelis open crucial talks today 

Massive show of suppon for Arafat upon return from Washington summit and talks with Arab, European leaders 


Combined agency 
dispatches 

ISRAELIS AND Palestini- 
ans prepared on Saturday 
for a resumption in talks 
interrupted by a wave of 
violence in the West Bank 
I and Gaza Strip that threai- 
! ened their delicate peace 
deal. 

Some 3.000 Palestinians 
welcomed Yasser Arafat 
home on the eve of a visit 
by U.S. Secretary of State 
Warren Christopher and the 
talks that could decide the 
fate of the battered Mideast 
peace effort. 

The crowd lined the road 
from the Egyptian border 
waving Palestinian flags as. 
Mr. A^at drove into the 
Gaza Strip from Egypt last 
Stop on a tour that took the 
Palestinian leader to 
Mideasi capitals. Europe 
and his WasUngton summit 
with Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyrdiu: 

It was an impressive 
show of support for Mr. 
Arafat as the Palestinians 
head into Sunday's talks. 

Asked about the chance 
for progress in the talks 
with Israel on Sunday, 
which officials said would 
begin at 6 p.m. (1600 
GMT), Mr. Arafat smid: 
“We have to wait and see. 

“We are not asking for the 
moon and we gave a new 
chance for peace." he cold 
reporters outside his Gaza 
office. 

Mr. Arafat arrived from 
Egypt after stops in Moroc- 
co. Tunisia, France and 
Italy. He was scheduled to 
brief members of his Pales- 
tinian National Authority 
(PNA) later on results of 
the summit U.S. President 
Bill Clinton convened to 
save Middle East peace 
talks. 


In Cairo. Egyptian For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa 
warned that the Middle 
East would be thrown into a 
crisis if Israel does not 
change its hardline stance 
in talks writh the Palestini- 
ans. 

“Pessimism is the pre- 
vailing feeling in the area. 
The Washington talks, the 
decision to resume negotia- 
tions, the presence of the 
American side...all that 
behoves the Israelis to 
move and change their neg- 
ative posmre." Mr. Musa 
told reporters after Mr. 
Arafat met Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak. 

“If not then it will be 
indeed be a very, veiy seri- 
ous situation," he said. 

The U.S.-sponsored 
peace process faced its 
biggest threat yet as vio- 
lence erupted in the West 
Bank and Gaza last week 
when Israel opened a sec- 
ond entrance to an archaeo- 
logical tunnel in Arab East 
Jerusalem. Clashes 

between Israeli soldiers and 
Palestinian police and civil- 
ians killed more than 70 
people. 

Israeli hardliners hailed 
Mr. Netanyahu for refusing 
to give Mr. Arafat coaces- 
slons Qt the summit on the 
tunnel issue or set a date for 
Israel’s promised redeploy- 
ment of troops in Hebron. 

The talks will be tnnduct- 
ed at the Erez Crossing 
between Israel and Gaza by 
members of an Israeli- 
Palestinian steering com- 
mittee and mediated by 
U.S. Middle East envoy 
Dennis Ross. Officials said 
Mr. Arafat and Mr. 
Netanyahu would not take 
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A Palestinian giri peers through a window of her house to watch hundreds of Jewish settlers 
march in the streets of Hebron after a curfew came into effect in the West Bank town on Sat- 
urday (Reuters photo) 


Crown Prince phones 
King and Mubarak 

AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal Highnes.s Crown Prince 
Hassan. (he Regent, on Saturday contacted His 
Majesty King Hussein in Washington, the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, said. The agency did not elabo- 
rate. 

Petra said the Regent also contacted Egyptian Pres- 
ident Hosni Muba^ and discussed with him .Arab 
coordination to ensure the success of Israeli-Palestin- 
ian peace talks that resume today at the Erez crossing 
point between Israel and the Gaza Strip under an 
agreement reached at last week's Washington summit. 

The Washington summit, hosted by lCS. President 
Bill Clinton,, was attended by Palestinian President 
Yasser Arafat and Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu as well as King Hussein. 

In Saturday's telephone conversation, the Regent 
and President Mubarak, who stayed away fromT the 
summit although he was invited, emphasised the 
need for concrete progress in the Palestinian-Israeli 
negotiations and the implementation of all agree- 
ments signed by the Palestinians and Israel. Petra 
said. 

King Hussein remained in Washington after the con- 
clusion of the summit to discuss Jordanian-American 
relations with senior Clinton administration officials, 
including Defence Secretary William Perry an 
dothers. 

Meanwhile, the U.S. ambassador to Israel, Martin 
Indyk. paid tribute to the role played by King Hussein 
at the Washington summit to convince Mr. l^etanyahu 
to stay committed to the peace process. 
In on interview with BBC Television, Mr. Inavk also 
described the talks Mr. Arafat and Mr. Netanyahu held 
in Washington as -a good point and convinced the 
Israeli prime minister that the Palestinian leader was 
indeed a partner in peace and that the Palestinian 
demands had to be addressed. 

Hanan Aslimwi, a minister in the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) cabinet headed by Mr. 
Arafau also paid tribute to Jordan. 

In an interview with Jordan Television, Ms. Ashrawi 
said Jordan and Palestine were in the "same trencb** 
and that relations between the two sides could not be 
separated because “we are one people, with the same 
vision and common interests." 

Ms. Ashrawi said intense contacts took place 
between King Hussein and President Arafat last week 
and the King emphasised that Jordan would continue 
diplomatic and political moves to resolve the prob- 
lems facing the peace process. 


France presses EU to secure active 
role in Middle East peace process 


Regent assures Bani Hamideh tribes 
of all efforts on socio-economic front 


DUBLIN (AP) — France 
pressed the European 
Linion (EU) on Saturday to 
take a seat at the Israel- 
Palestioian talks resuoung 
Sunday at the Israeli-Gaza 
border crossing at Erez. 

French Foreign Minister 
Herve de Charette raised 
±e issue in talks with his 14 
EU counterparts in Dublin. 

Officials said the EU was 
consulting with the United 
States. 

The French proposal 
underscored growing irrita- 
tion in Western Europe at 
being sidelined in the 
Mideast peace process 
though the EU is the 
biggest aid donor to the 
P^estinians. 

"It is clear that we have to 
work with the Americans, ’ 


said Dutch Foreign Minis- 
ter Hans van Mierlo. But he 
added the EU was eager to 
be represented at Sunday's 
talks to match the American 
presence. 

U.S. Ambassador Dennis 
Ross was to attend the 
Israel-Palestinian talks, 
which grew out of the mid- 
week summit in Washing- 
ton between Isreali Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu and Yasser 
Arafat, the Palestinian 
leader. That summit fol- 
lowed an outbreak of vio- 
lence in the Gaza and on the 
West Bank that left scores 
of people dead. 

Palestine leader Yasser 
Arafat met with French 
President Jacques (Chirac in 
Paris on Friclay and sug- 


£U plans to send Spring; special 
envoy to seek role in peace talks 

HUSH PRIME Minister John Bruton said on Saturday 
that the European Union (EU) will send Irish Foreign 
Minister Dick Spring to the Middle East within the next 
week to meet both Palestinians and Israelis. 

EU leaders meeting in Dublin also agreed to appoint 
a special envoy to t^ to help rebuild the Middle 
peace process, shaken by renewed violence. 

Mr. Braton said Mr. Spring would “convey the 
. strongly-held views of all member countries of. the 
' European Union of the need to accelerate the peace 
process..." 

He said Mr. Siting would go to the Middle East “at 
the earliest possible time in the coming week." 

gested that the Europeans In the margins of a one-day 
take a seat at the negotiat- EU summit designed to 


AMMAN (J. T.) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regenu 
was accorded an enthusias- 
tic welcome upon a visit be 
paid to the Bani Hamideh 
tribes near Modaba on Sat- 
urday. 

Tribal leaders delivered 
speeches, at a rally which 
was organised to welcome 
the Regent, expressing their 
allegiance to the Hashemite 
Throne and their support 
for His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's efforts to unify Arab 
ranks and protect Islamic 
holy places. 


In an address to the rally. 
Prince Hassan stressed that 
the leadership was doing all 
in its power to create a bet- 
. ter life for Jordanians and 
improve their social and 
economic conditions. 

Referring to projects in 
the Bam Hamideh region. 
Prince Hassan said work 
was continuing on the com- 
pletion of the Waleh mid the 
Mujib dams so that the 
region could have suffi- 
cient water and agricultur- 
al production can flourish 
in a healthy environment. 

Referring to requests and 


demands made to the gov- 
ernment by local inhabi- 
tants. the Regent said no 
injustice could come to Jor- 
danians living in the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jor- 
dan under the Hashemite 
rule 

“Any request be it small 
or big. will be considered,” 
he said, adding that the 
government would ensure 
that these requests would 
be met in the course of 
achieving balanced devel- 
opment in the central 
regions of the Kingdom. 


ing table Sunday. 

The EU foreign ministers 
discussed the Middle East 


speed up *debate about 
(Continued on page 7) 


Iraq is ready to grant self-rule 
to Kurdish north, Sahaf says 


Strength will not bring security, Mubarak 
tells Israel on eve of 1973 war anniversary 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosni Mubarak on Saturday used the 
anniversary of Egypt’s last war with 
Israel to implicitly criticise current 
Israeli policies, saying only peace can 
bring security to the Middle East, not 
brute strength. 

Mr. Mubarak's commeois. marking 
23 years since the stan of the 1973 
Middle East war, come during renewed 
tensions between Arabs and Israel over 
the hardline stances of Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyah in peace 
negotiations. 

last week, Mr. Netanyahu’s decision 
to open an archaeological tunnel near 
Jerusalem's AIAqsa Mosque— setoff 
violence that left more than 70 Pales- 
tinians and Israelis dead. 

In his speech on Saturday, broadcast 
on E« 7 pt TV. Mr. Mubarak said the 


Egyptian army's stomiing of Israeli 
troops holding the Suez canal in the 
1973 war destroyed the illusion that 
Israel's army was undefeatable. 

“The arrogance of power and false- 
claims were shattered and everyone 
saw that strength, no matter how great 
cannot alone achieve complete securi- 
ty." Mr. Mubarak said. 

“The sure way to achieve security 
and stability Is just and comprehensive 
peace which gives every person his 
rights and ends injustice," he added. 

In Oct. 6, 1973, attack, the Egyptian 
army took Israeli forces by surprise and 
crossed the Suez Canal, which Israel 
bad held since capturing Egypt's Sinai 
peninsula in the 1967 Arab-lsraeli war. 

The Egyptians were later pushed 
back, but Arabs feel the initial victory 
erased the shame of the 1967 defeat 


and allowed Egypt lo move towards 
peace. 

It became the first Arab state to make 
peace with Israel in a 1979 treaty and 
has since become a chief mediator 
between the Jewish state and other 
Arabs. Mr. Mubarak never mentioned 
Mr. Netanyahu by name, but his com- 
ments follow his repeated theme that 
the new Israeli government's failure to 
implement peace accords with the 
Palestinians threatens to di.smomle the 
whole Mideast peace process. 

He noied that Israel's agreement to 
withdraw from every inch of the Sinai 
peninsula in peace negotiations led to a 
fair peace, a reminder of the Arab view 
that Israel must cede all occupied Arab 
land if it wants total peace. 

(Continued on page 7) 


NICOSIA (AP) — Iraqis 
prepared to gram self-rule 
to Kurdish areas in the 
north of the country. For- 
eign Minister Mohammad 
Al Sahaf was quoted as 
saying on Saturday. 

He told the British Broad- 
casting Corporation (BBC) 
that Iraqi authorities were 
about to conclude a self- 
rule deal with the Kurdistan 
Democratic Pany (I®P) of 
Massoud Barzani. but gave 
no details. 

The Iraqi minister’s 
remark.s were carried by the 
BBC's Arabic service radio 
and monitored in Nicosia, 
Cyprus. There was no com- 
ment immediately available 
■from the KDP on the report. 

Mr. Sahaf's comments 
came more than a month 
after President Saddam 
Hussein sent his army into 
Iraq's Kurdi.sh north to sup- 
port Mr. Barzani's KDP 
against a rival faction, the 
Patriotic Union of Kurdis- 


tan (PUK) led by Jaial Tal- 
abani. 

The KDP routed the PUK 
and is now in virtually total 
control of Iraq's Kurdish 
north, giving Baghdad 
influence in the area for the 
first time since 1991. when 
it was declared a safe- 
haven to protect its inhabi- 
tants from reprisals by 
Iraq's army. 

Mr. Baizanl has repeated- 
ly stated since his victory 
over the PUK that his 
alliance with Baghdad was 
over and that he had no 
plans to sign any political 
accords with the Iraqi 
re^me. 

Iraq's army withdrew 
from the north soon after 
Mr. Barzani's triumph and 
the KDP leader has since 
been keen to sn-ess that he 
had no choice but to ask for 
the central govermneni’s 
help after similar requests 
ma^ to Washington were 
ignored. 


Me charges that Mr. Tala- 
bani’s PUK was becoming 
too closely linked with 
Iran, giving Iraq's neigh- 
bour a footholii in Iraqi 
Kurdistan. 

The KDP and PUK also 
have a history of differ- 
ences and armed conflict, 
mainly over what policies 
to pursue towards the 
Baghdad government and 
the distribution of the area’s 
limited revenues. 

Baghdad's Aug. 31 inter- 
vention in northern Iraq 
was punished by U.S. mis- 
sile strikes on Sept. 3 and 4 
and tbe extension of a no- 
fly zone in southern Iraq 
that has been in place since 
199!. 

Like the one over south- 
ern Iraq, a no-fly zone over 
Kurdish areas has been in 
place for more than five 
years and is enforced by 
U.S.. British and French 
warplanes. 
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EU ‘troika’ plans 
visit that could be 
challenge to Israel 


DUBLIN (R) — The Euro- 
pean Union (EU). sidelined 
by Washington in the quest 
for Middle East peace, plans 
a potendally controversial 
trip to Israel and the Palestin- 
ian territories in the next 10 
days, EU diplomats said on 
Saturday^ 

They said a fact-finding 
"troika'* of EU ministers had 
pencilled in the middle of 
October to meet Palestinian 
leaders in their Orient House 
offices in East Jerusalem. 

The Israeli government has 
already signalled that It 
would strongly disapprove of 
any visit by the EU troika to 
Orient House, which it 
would see as baddng for 
Palestinian claims to the 
Holy aiy. 

It has raised the possibility 
that it would not meet the 
troika — made up of minis- 
ters from Ireland. Italy and 
the Netherlands, the current, 
past and next EU presidents, 
and a European commission- 
er — if it went to the Orient 
House. 

“It's not inconceivable that 
the troika would go to the 
Orient House and not hold 
talks with the Israelis. We'U 
just have to see." said one 
EU diplomat close to the dis- 
cussions. 

“But the middle of the 
month. Oct. 15 to 18. is the 
sort of dace we are looking 
at. There is some urgency," 
he added. 

A fum date for the visit 
was expected to be discussed 
later on Saturday when EU 
leaders have a working din- 
ner at the end of their one- 
day Dublin informal summit, 
tbe diplomats said. 

The leaders of France and 
, Italy are pressing the summit 
to reaffirm Europe's desire to 
play a role in rescuing the 
Middle East peace process, 
which has been dominated 
by the mediation efforts of 


U.S. Presidenl Bill Clinton's 
administration. 

“There are one or two del- 
egations at [he summit who 
very kwnly want the EU to 
be involved in this process.” 
said one EU diplomat. “1 
expect they will make their 
views known." 

EU leaders are disappoint- 
ed that Mr. Clinton’s media- 
tion has failed to make head- 
way towards defusing the 
current Middle East crisis in 
wluch scores of people have 
been killed. 

' Mr. Arafat held separate 
talks on Friday with Italian 
Prime Minister Romano 
Prodi and French President 
Jacques Chirac to press for 
EU involvement and brief 
them on his Washington talks 
this week with Israeli Prime 
Minister Benyamin 

Netanyahu. 

Afterwards he called for a 
European presence in talks 
between Palestinians and 
Israeli officials starting on 
Sunday. 

The EU agreed in July that 
the Orient House should be 
the venue for talks w'itb lead- 
ers of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
but was cold by Israeli For- 
eign Minister David Levy 
that the body no longer held 
official meetings there. 

EU foreign ministers said 
last month that they would 
seek clarification of the 
Israeli cl;^ from tbe PNA 
and were told that the Orient 
House was still being used 
by Palestinians as a political 
office. 

The EU troika will be led 
by Irish Foreign Minister 
Dick Spring, who paid a visit 
to Palestine Liberation 
Organisation officials at the 
Orient House In 1995 and 
was promptly snubbed by the 
Israeli president, who can- 
celled planned talks. 


Lebanese opposition, 
media plan protest 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese 
opposition politicians, union- 
ists and m^ia workers have 
called for a protest against a 
law slashing the number of 
private television and radio 
stations and what they said 
were worsening living condi- 
tions. 

Opposition and media repre- 
sentatives. led by the General 
Labour Confederation 

(CGTL). on Friday night 
decided to stage a protest sit- 
in in front of the ministerial 
palace in Beirut next Wednes- 
day as the cabinet held its 
weekly session there. 

“The suppression of media 
:tnd public freedoms is con- 
current with increasing eco- 
nomic and social pressures." 
a committee grouping the 
opposition representativ*es 
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said in a statement after the 
meeting. It was published by 
newspapers on Saturday. 

Hundreds of media workers, 
opposition polidcians and 
unionists defied an official 
ban on demonstrations and 
briefly marched in Beirut on 
Thursday to protest the slash- 
ing of the number of private 
television and radio stations. 

The protesters marched after 
they were barred by police 
from staging a planned sit-in 
outside the ministerial palace. 

Demonstrations ore banned 
under a three-year old govern- 
ment decision. Lost February. 
Prime Minister RaEk A1 
Hariri called In the army 
which imposed a nationwide 
curfew to stop planned street 
protests called by the labour 
unions. 



Filters of Afghanistan's Taleban militia drive in the direction of the Panjshei Valley in northeastern 
Aj^anistan on Saturday (Reuters photo) 

Ben Laden under Taleban ‘protection’ — paper 

DUBAI fR) — Saudi Ara- that the milliocmre busi- with the leadership of the newspaper reported in 

bioD dissident Osama Bin nessman was near the city Taleban since before (the August. The Taleban, 

Laden, named by the Unit- of Jalalabad, in eastern movement) entered Jalal- which overran the capital 

ed States as a key sponsor Afghanistan. abad and Kabul,” it said. Kabul a week ago, are 

of extremism, is in “The Arab businessman The U.S. State depart- enforcing a strict Islamic 
Afghanistan under the pro- Osama Ben Laden is still ment recently called Ben code in the areas under 

tectioD of the hardline Tale- present in the region close Laden “one of tbe most sig- their control. The group has 

ban, an Arabic-langu^e to Jalalabad in eastern nificant ffnancial sponsors issued decrees placing strict 

daily said on Saturday. Afghanistan under the pro- of Islamic extremist activi- limitations on the activities 

The London-based Al- tection of tbe Taleban ties in the world today". of women, banning western 

Hayat said sources close to movement,” it reported. Bin Laden has called for dress, card-playing and 

tbe Taleban movement “(The sources) said a holy war against Ameri- vowing harsh punishment 
which controls two-thirds Osama Ben Laden enjoyed can troops in the Gulf for those found drinking 

of Afghanistan, reported firm and excellent relations region, an Arabiq-language alcohol. 


with the leadership of the 
Taleban since before (the 
movement) entered Jalal- 
abad and Kabul,” it said. 

The U.S. State depart- 
ment recently called Ben 
Laden “one of tbe most sig- 
nificant ffnancial sponsors 
of Islamic extremist activi- 
ties in the world today”. 

Bin Laden has called for 
a holy war against Ameri- 
can troops in the Gulf 
region, an Arabiq-language 


newspaper reported in 
August. The Taleban, 
which overran the capital 
Kabul a week ago, are 
enforcing a strict Islamic 
code in the areas under 
their control. The group has 
issued decrees placing strict 
limitations on the activities 
of women, banning western 
dress, card-playing and 
vowing harsh punishment 
for those found drinking 
alcohol. 


Kennedy couple end 'Hirkish honeymoon 

ISTANBUL (AP) — John Kennedy Jr. and his bride, 
Carolyn Bessetie-Kennedy. ended their Turkish honey- 
moon Saturday and headed for New York, m Airport offir 
cial said. The couple boarded a Turkish airlines plane at. 
10:45 am (0745 GMT), said the official at Istanbul air- 
port's VIP lounss. The official spoke on condition his 

name not be used. The newly weds arrived in Istanbul late 
September to spend the first few days of their honeymoon 
in a luxury hotel, after marrying in Georgia. They later 
boarded a yacht to cruise the Aegean. The daily Huiriyei 
tracked the yacht down to the holiday resorts of Kusattasi 
and Gokcek. It said the two were seen sun-bathing and 
swimming and rarely left tiie boat They flew back to 
Istanbul on Friday. “They were very nice people. I 
showed them the Aegean coast, "rhey liked it very 
much,' Hurriyet quoted the yachts Greek c^xain, 
Andreas Lapoytsos. as saying. 

Moroccan police seize tonne of cannabis 

RABAT (AP) — Moroccan police seized more than a 
tonne of cannabis extract that was hidden in a grain silo, 
the government said Saturday. Authorities said they 
found 1 ,028 kilogrammes of the hemp derivative near tbe 
northern Moroccan city of Nador. Morocco in recepi 
i months has cracked down on the country's lucrative drug 
trade. Police have arrested and tried numerous foreigners 4 
on drug smuggling charges. 

Rejected by family, Moroccan lover kills himself 

RABAT (R) — A 25-year-old Moroccan student, reject- 
ed by the family of his girlfriend Fatiha. 23, doused him- 
self with petrol and burnt himself to deatiu linking arms 
with his love for his last moments. “Some love kills” 
wrote the Moroccan newspaper AI Alam on Saturday, 
Slimming up the fate of the smdents from the university 
in the r^-walled central city of Marrakesh. “The shock 
(of the family's rejection) was unbearable for Abdu 
Razak." Al Alam said, ad ding that he burst into his giii- 
friend's home, poured petrol on himself, set himself 
ablaze and grabbed the girl for a last embrace. “He 
bugged the girl and fell in flames.” it said. 'Tatiha, who 
received emergency treatment saved herself by pulling 
away from her blazing lover who turned into a lifeless 
corpse.” 


Australian tells of hard 
ordeal in Somali prison 


Arab-Americans seek to reaffirm 
principle for peace in Middle East 


NAIROBI fR) — An Aus- 
tralian pilot freed after 131 
days in a Somali jail said on 
Saturday he was held short 
of water in a tiny, window- 
less cell for up to 22 hours a 
day. 

' Justin Fraser. 24, was 
freed, ^in the southwestern 
town of Baidoa on Thurs- 
day and flown to Nairobi 
after Kenyan President 
Daniel Arap Moi intervened 
and asked faction leader 
Hussein Aideed. who heads 
a self-declared government, 
to release him. 

“I was locked in a room 
approximately the size of a 
shipping crate, a wtndow- 
less room. T had nothing," 
Mr. Fraser told a Nairobi 
news conference, adding he 
only got a blanket after two 
weeks. 

“It was difficult, very 
hard.. .after a few days they 
gave me a plastic sleeping 
mat.. .and that was iu Gen- 
erally speaking I was 
locked in for 2 1 , 22 hours a 
day." the Australian said. 

“When you're in there, 
it's very hard because 
you're dying of thirst, 
you're really thirsty, and 
they won't give you a water 
bottle and you can't drink 


too much when you are out- 
side because you have noth- 
ing (inside) to use as a toi- 
let." he said. 

Mr. Fraser, pale, thin and 
still shocked, then stopped 
for a few minutes to pull 
himself together.. His moth- 
er, Pauline .PicksQQ -who 
campaigned for his rele^e. 
left tbe room in tears. 

He lost 16 kilogrammes 
in 131 days in captivity 
after being forced by 
mechaucal problems to 
land his plane in the west- 
ern Somali town of Huddur 
after flying in a load of qaU 
a mild narcotic plant 
chewed by Somalis and 
grown in Kenya. 

Mr. Fraser was sentenced 
to 25 years in jail for flying 
without clearance and 
entering Somalia without 
an Aideed government visa 
despite visas not being 
required for pilots in transit. 

He said he believed tbe 
main reason for his bad 
treatment was because he 
was victimised by a deputy 
attorney-general of the gov- 
ernment led by Mohammad 
Fonih Aideed Hussein's 
father who died on Aug. 1 . 
He later heard tbe official 
was fired. 


WASHINGTON (USIA) 
— At a press conference in 
Washington on Friday, the 
Council of “Presidents of 
National Arab American 
Oiganisations called for 
comprehensive peace talks 
similar to the Middle East 
peace -; .cqnfeiKacje- ■ in 
Madrid, Spain, where Pals- 
tinians joined delegations 
from Israel, Syria. Lebanon. 
Jordan and participants 
from the occupied territo- 
ries to forge an agreement 
based on the principle of 
land-for-peace. 

“We need Mr. Netayabu 
and his government on 
board with us in a partner- 
ship. We cannot proceed 
wi^out Israel." said Khalil 
£. Jahshan. chairman of the 
National Association of 
Arab Americans. Jahshan. 
who appeared at the Wash- 
ington Press Club along 
with Dr. Hala Maksoud 
vice chair of the council and 
president of the Arab Amer- 
ican Anti-Discrimination 
Commitee. praised Presi- 
dent BUI Clinton for calling 
this week's two-day sum- 
mit in Washington to pre- 
vent further loss of life fol- 
lowing clashes in the West 
Bank. Gaza and East 


Jerusalem last week. 

Jahshan said that although 
the Washington summit 
helped bridge the gap 
between Palestinians and 
Israelis, tbe gesture was “a 
sin of commission rather 
than sin of omission... like 
putting a bandage on a brain 
tumor." Paraphrasing the 
words of former Secretary 
of State Janies Baker, who 
served under President 
George Bush. Jahshan said 
“we need to keep our 'eye 
on the prize.' a just, com- 
prehensive and lasting 
peace. Right now the peace 
process is in a state of coma 
and needs resuscitation." he 
suggested. 

Jahshan called for Arabs, 
Israelis and their supporters 
In the search for Middle 
East peace to come together 
soon and “reassess the 
process thus far, buUd on 
the aspects that have been 
successful and identify 
those components that have 
defied progress and see how 
we can redefine and 
improve them in order to 
move forward.” 

Jahshan suggested that far 
from wanting to move for- 
ward on Hebron, the current 
Israeli government appar- 


ently wishes to negate 
agreements already made. 
“Hebron has been negotiat- 
ed." he stated “What is 
needed is Israeli implemen- 
tation of the agreement If 
they have concerns on secu- 
rity issuM. they^ pijse 
them -before*' 
Israeli-Palestiiuaji commit- 
tee which was formed to 
handle matters of security." 

He added that his organi- 
sation appreciated U.S. Sec- 
retary of State Warren 
Christopher's efforts to 
encourage next week's 
Israeli-I^estinian peace 
talks by travelling to Israel 
and Gaza this weekend but 
emphasised that “the agen- 
da" (for the talks due to 
begin in Erez on the border 
between Israel and the Gaza 
Strip on Sunday) will deter- 
mine tbe final outcome." 

Jahshan reported that his 
organisation supported “as a 
good and positive gesture 
towards the Palestinians" 
the measure signed Ocl 3 
by President Clinton 
extending a free trade area 
to tbe West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. The Palestinians, in 
exchange, have granted 
duty free access to U.S.- 
made goods. I 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwait’s 
parliament ended its terra oo 
Saturday afrer opening wide 
probes into alleged official 
corruption • and- Iraq-‘s 1990 
/ invasion of Oie emirate. 

Speaker ^mad Al Saadoua 
said in his closing address that 
parliament “defended public 
funds and held accountable 
those who allowed themselves 
to violate its sanctuary". 

Kuwait in 1992 revived par- 
liament and held elections for 
a new house. Parliament was 
dissolved in 1986 but the rul- 
r ing Sabah family pledged dur- 
ing Iraq's seven-month occu-^ 
pation of Kuwait to restore 
it.The pro-democracy opposi- 
tion leioler is among 41 cur- 
rent deputies seeking re-elec- 
tion in the Oct 7 vote for tbe 
next parliament, which will 
take Kuwait into the next cen- 
tury. 

Visiting former American 
Secretary of State James 
Baker attended the closing 
session. He played a key role, 
under former President 
George Bush, in putting 
together tbe coalition which 
reversed Iraq's occupation of 
Kuwait. 
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Church of the Aiinunication 
Tel. 637440. 

De la SaUe Church Tel. 66 17S7. 
Teira Sancta Gnirch TeL 622366 
Anglican Churdi Tel. 652826. 
Armenian CathoUc Churdi Tel. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church. 
Tel. 775261. 

Sl Ephraim Church Tel. 7717S1. 
Amman International Churdi 
Tel. 827126 

Evangdical Lutheran Church 
Tel. Si^328. 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Con^^tion Tel. 845457 
Tbe Latter-Day Saints Tel. 
654931 

Church of Nazarene Td. 
675691. 

The Evangdical Local Church 

in .Amman Tel. 81 1295 

English-speaking 

Latin (^tholics Pari^ Tel. 

614190. 


Bulletin supplied h\ the Depart- 
mem of Meieoivlogy: 

Relative warm we^er conditions 
will prev.'iil with temperatures 34 
degnses centigrade above average 
and winds n»‘>riheasterly moderate 
In Aqaba, it will be mlaiivol} 
warm, occasional dusty, winds 
northerly moderaie to active, and 
seas calm. 

Mia/Max. temp. 


Amman 

15/33 

21/^ 


MAS 



Yesterday's high temperatures: 

Amman 32. Aqaba 33 Hutniditv 

readings: Amman 24 

per cent. 

Aqaba 50 per cenL 


USEFUL 


TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 


Dr. Abdul Majid Al Sba'er ..79l>105 

Dr.FhyezDaUias 

....759155 

Dr. Mazeo NInli 

....830435 

Dr. Fakhcr Bilbetei 

....663412 

Firas pharmacy 

....661912 

Feidows pharmacy 

....778336 

AI Asema phamiacy 

....637055 

Nairoukh phamiacy 

,...613672 

Al Salom pharmacy 

...636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 

....644945 

Shmeisoni pharmacy 

,...637660 

Najib pharmaev 

...847632 

IRBlb: 


Dr. Ahmad Qanu 

..;2SI484 

Al Quds pharmaev 

1— ) 

ZARQA: 


Dr. Muzen Saffarini 

,...98.'5S32 

Khalil'eh phanm.icj 

...9S34I7 


Food Control Centre ..637111 

Gv'Q DefenreDeponmen ..M..J661 1 1 1 


Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

: 630341 

Civil Defence Emer- 
gency. 199 

Rescue FVilice._192. 6211 1 1. 637777 

Fire Brigade 61 7101 

Blood Bank. 775121 

Mighwav Police 843402 

Traffic Police...- S96390 

Public Security Dept 63032 1 

Hotel Complaints 605S<X) 

Price Complaints 661 176 

^^^se^&Sew'gageClXl1pb i^B — S9M67 
Amman Municipality Complaints 

787111 

Telephone Information (directory 

asidstancei >...121 

Overseas Calk .010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Reporis 623101 

Ab^i Tel. Repairs 66 1 1 0 1 

Jordan Television 773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 6801 00 

J. Electririty Authority ....B15615 

Electric Power Co .63638 1 

RJ Flight Information ..08-53200 
Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-53200 


AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre >jS13813^ 

Kholidi Maternity. 644281/6 

.Akilch Maternity. M....64244I/2 

Jabal Amman Mutemity ...642362 

Maihas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Shmeisant ........60707 1 

Shmeisoni Hospital .669131 

University Hospital 


845845 

Al-Muasher Hospital ....667227/9 
The (slamk. Abt^i .....6661 26/37 

.AI-Ahli.Abdalj 664164/6 

Italian. AJ-Muhajreen ....777101/3 

Al-Bashir...... 775111/26 

Army, Marka 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital ...602240/50 

Amal Hospital 674155 

The .Arab Centre for Heart and 

Special Suigery S65 1 99 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa GovL Hospital 

-:_(09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital 

- 109)900560 

Ibn Sina Hospital..... (09)986732 
A] Hikma Modem Ho^tal 

(09)990990 

IRBID: 

Princess Basma Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic -Hospital 

>-(02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 

_.(02)347100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 

(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATION.AL 
AIRPORT 

This information is .mpplied hv 
Royal JonJaiiian iRJ) information 
department at dte Queen Alia 
International Airport Tel. 
i0B)532OO-5, aiiem it should 


aln'io'.t he verified. Infanna/ion on 
Ollier flights can he supplied on 
p/KwO,'>(527UOj 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJi Flights 

08:55 Lamaca (RJi 

09:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:10 Dubai. Abu Dubai (RJ) 

09120 Beirut (RJ) 

09:45 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

09:50 Doha. Bahrain (RJ) 

lOKM) Jeddah, Aqaba (RJ) 

15:05 New York (RJ) 

15:55..jAmsterdani. Brussels (RJ) 

17:00 Paris (RJ) 

17:50 London iRJ) 

18:15 Athens (RJ) 

18:30. ....Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

18>45 .....Frankfruk (RJ) 

19:25 Rome(RJ) 

19:30 Tunis (RJ) 

19:40 Vienna (RJ) 

00:10 Cairo (RJ) 

00:10 .Paris (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

04:45 TelAviv(LY) 


Royal Wings (RW) Flights 

09:50 Aqaba(RW) Dq^Aiman — 8 ^am.euayMcnd 7 

19ylS Tel Aviv (RW) AutoiwoB^sOiimevoyMcaby 

departures 


11:30 

12:40 

13J0 

Dpha «37) 

Mrwnw (.91 f) 

15:30 


19:35 

Cairo (MS) 

20:10 

Beiral (ME) 

21:15 

London. Beirut (BA) 

22:20 

Iwanbul (TKi 


Athens (OA) 

23:20 ...Amsterdam. Beirut (KL> 

01:30 



Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

05 J5 Beirut (RJ) 

07:15 .Tel Aviv (add) (RJ) 

08i30 Frankfiiit (RJ) 

11:00 Vienna (RJ) 

11:00 Tunis (RJ) 

11:15 Rome (RJ) 

11:30 AmsmitniNewYafccRJ) 

12K)0 Aqaba, Paris (add) (RJ) 

Athens (RJ) 

1^*25 London (RJ) 

20:10 .....Caifa(RJ) 

20:20 NewDelhiiRJ) 

20:20 Jeddah (RJ) 

20:45 Damascus (RJ I 

21:45 Singapore. Jakana (RJ) 

21:50 Bangkok (RJ) 

22^15 Sanaa (RJ) 

Other Fl^ts 

05^ London (KJ) 

®6=30 Tel Aviv (LY) 

-Beinii (ME) 

London 

iBA) 

Istanbul. Athens (07) 

Doha(GF) 

15:05 — Moscow (SU) 

Dubai (EK) 

■Cairo (MS) 

"=20 Riyadh (add) (SV) 

Amsterdam iKL) 

0.430 Belgrade (GU) 


Aie Amnan ._iilX) piRL eway SuoJiir 


UpperAower price in fils per kg. 

Apple .700/500 

Banana. .550/550 

Banana imukhanunar) .AWfJd 
Banana (imported)_.......800)600 

Cabbage 120/80 

Carrot 280/140 

Cauliflower. 380/180 

Cucumber (large) litwo 

Cucumber (small) ..260/150 

Eggplant 230/130 

Gariic .70DW50 

Grapes .530/350 

Guava. 630/350 

l^mon 380/250 

Marrow (large) «... 200/150 

Marrow (small) j400/250 

Muiukhiah 

Onion (green) ._j40IW80 

Gnion (dry) . I4n/li0 

Okra _100a«00 

.......58Q/400 

Pepper (hoi) vtan tto 

PfpPCT (sweet) .....38002^ 

Pomegranate ^.A60f2S^ 

P^ataio 361WOO 

Spinach -...„...JOC /180 

String Bean..... 780/400 

Tomato 220/130 

Watermelon 21 flil 20 
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Ac^g Prime Minister and Minister of Defence Abdullah Ensour Saturday meets 
with vising Ch^rman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff of the Pakistani Armed Forces 
rarouq^ Khan. A^ Field Marshal Khan arrived in Amman Saturday on a several- 
^y >isit to the Kingdom. He is accompanied by Pakistani Ambassador to Jordan 
Ah Sarwar Naqvj (Petra photo) 


Agricultural reform programme 
looks at food production 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Agriculture Mustafa 
Shneikat Saturday said that 
Jordon has requested the 
assistance of various organ- 
isations and donor nations 
in the restructuring of its 
agricuimral sector. 

The reforms are intended 
to streamline food produc- 
tion. 

Addressing the opening 
session of a two-day work- 
shop. the minister said that 
this restructuring encaiJs 
lilting restrictions, reducing 
government influence and 
seeking the best and most 
profitable utilisation of 
available resources. 


As is the case with many 
countries with limited 
resources, he said. Jordan 
cannot e.vecute such ambi- 
tious programmes without 
external assistance, [much 
of] which has been forth- 
coming from the German 
Agency for Technical 
Cooperation (GTZ). 

Restructuring the agricul- 
tural sector is a priority of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, 
stressed the minister who 
also stated that reform is 
essential if Jordan is to cater 
to local, regional and 
international regulations. 

The workshop is slated to 
examine the projected 


application of the reform 
programme, worked out by 
a ministry team in coopera- 
tion with GTZ representa- 
tives. and to consult with 
local farmers regarding the 
programme, said the minis- 
ter. 

Dr. Shneikat confumed 
that the meeting will debate 
the impact and potential 
results of applying such a 
reform progranune in the 
agricultural sector, establish 
a database as well as a sys- 
tem to monitor both posi- 
tive and negative conse- 
quences of the pro^mme 
and resolve kinks if such 
arise.. 


Archaeologist questions 
ethnic claim to Jersualem 


.11/., 

By Tanya Habjouqa 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — American professor of 
archaeology and theology Thomas L. 
Thompi^in addressed a symposium mark- 
ing Jerusalem Day and quesdoned claims 
of Jewish ethnicity and thus hegemony 
over Jerusalem. 

The seventh annual Jeru.saJem Day sym- 
posium began yesterday at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre with Professor Thompson, who 
teaches at the University of Copenhagen. 

Dr. Thompson, author of "Ancient Histo- 
ry of the People of Israel'* took to the podi- 
um with a thesis entitled ‘'Continuity and 
Change in Jerusalem's Population from the 
Earliest T1me.s to the Greco-Roman Peri- 
od.” 

He detailed the diverse range of people 
who inhabited the Holy Land, maintaining 
that Judaism is representative of a religion 
and not a people. 

Dr. Thompson's iheorie.s concerning Jews 
and Judaism led to his termination from the 
University of Milwaukee "by cODser\'ative 
Catfaoltc.s,” he said. 

Although his paper was historically 
focused, a que.stion and an.swer period 
brought him to the current-day situation in 


Israel and the occupied Palestinian lands. 

Asked to comment on the opening of a 
second entrance to a tunnel beneath Mus- 
lim holy sites in Jerusalem. Dr. Thompson 
said: "When I was in Jerusalem in 1 99 1 . no 
serious Israeli archaeologist would be assS- 
ciaied with the digging of the tunnel 
[because of legitimacy issues] of Israelis 
digging in the Arab sectors.” 

Other speakers iucluded Or. Subhi 
Ghoseh, chairman of the Jerusalem Day 
Committee and Dr. Hazim Nusauba from 
the United Nations office in Jordon. 

Also included in the symposium was a 
photography exhibition of Jerusalem, as 
well as as.sorted literature. 

Khader Nijira, a volunteer and contribut- 
ing photographer to the exhibit, took partic- 
ipants on a tour of the show, explaining the 
history behind each shot. He claimed his 
own family's history in Jerusalem dates 
back to 1237. 

The four-day symposium will continue 
with a range of issues including the right of 
return of Arabs displaced from the holy city 
in 1948 to Western scholarship and silenc- 
ing of Palestinian history. 

llie event is being held at the Royal Cul- 
tural Centre. 


Student 


wins 

lawsuit 

against 

university 

AMMAN IJ.T. ) — A 
university student has 
w'on a lawsuit filed 
against a Jordanian pub- 
lic universities admission 
committee which had 
rejected her application to 
tile Dentistry Faculty of 
the University of Jordon. 

Despite a score of 96.6 
on the Tawjihi examina- 
tion, the university placed 
Iman Khalaf Masaadeh in 
the Faculty of Engineer- 
ing — a department to 
which she had not 
applied. 

Reports in the local 
press said that Ms. 
Masaadeh was astonished 
to subsequently leom that 
some students with an 
equal average tawjihi 
score, including at least 
one with an average score 
of 96.5. were, indeed, 
accepted to the dentistry 
faculty. 

Attorney Khalaf Mas- 
sadeh filed a lawsuit on 
behalf of Ms. Massadeh at 
the Supreme Court 
demanding that she be 
admitted to the Dentistry 
Faculty. 

He said that tiie case 
was examined by a panel 
of judges headed by Jus- 
tice Mahmoud Hijazi and 
that the court issued its, 
verdict oh Sbpt 29. 1996. ' 
The judges' statement 
said that the Council of 
Higher Education (CHE> 
which is the higher 
authority on student 
acceptance at public 
universities violated the 
rules which it, itself had 
made and. therefore, 
could not act as a neutral 
authority in the matter. 

After due examination 
of the case, the court 
found that the CHE 
accepted four students in 
the Dentistry Faculty of 
the University of Jordan 
with average grades less 
then that of the plaintiiT, 
according to the verdict . 

The court ruled CHE’s 
rejection of Ms. Mas- 
sadeh's application as null 
and void. 


‘Occupational accidents 
their toll in the 




AMMAN (Petra) — Occu- 
pational accidents in sundry 
businesses and factories 
have cost the Kingdom a 
total of JD13,269.(XJ0 so far 
this year. 

The sura was totalled as 
considering lost business 
and as the resultant out- 
come of injuries and deaths, 
according to statistics 
released by the Ministry of 
Labour Saturday. 

Ministry Secretary Gen- 
eral Saleh Tarawneh 
addre.ssed a workshop, 
organised by the 
International Labour 

Organisation (IL01 in con- 
junction with the MtnisDy 


of Labour, avowing that 
ministry inspection teams 
have been instructed to 
conduct careful examina- 
tions of factories and other 
businesses to ensure strict 
adherence to safety and 
other regulations and 
ensure that worker protec- 
tion measures are followed. 

The Ministry of Labour's 
regulations include safec>' 
measures, regulations as to 
working hours, weekly and 
annual holidays, provi.sion 
of an atmosphere con- 
ducive to production in fac- 
tories and farms as well os 
measures designed to 
enable workers to improve 


efTicieticy and facilitate u 
more extended duration ui 
their post.s, said Mr. 
Tarawneh. 

ILO representative Nabil 
Watfeh Slated that hi.«; group 
maintains close cooperation 
with the Kingdom and that 
the three-day workshop 
inaugurates a .series of joint 
activitie.s between the rwo. 

He added that the ILO 
office will cooperate with 
the Ministiy of Labour in 
drawing up a set of nia.\i- 
mum safety regulations for 
workers. 

Dr. Watfeh emphasised 
cooperation us essential 
among the three parties 


Involved: the government, 
the workers and the 
employers. He called such 
collaboration es.scniial if 
progress and increased pro- 
duction ore to he achieved. 

Panicipnnis in the meet- 
ing will review legislation 
regarding ixvupalional 
safety and injuiy. Social 
Security Corporation regu- 
lations and application and 
safety measures' inspec- 
tions. 

They will make field trips 
to a niiniher of factories and 
conduct on the spot inspec- 
tions. 


Universities of Jordan, Beijing sign agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
University of Jordan and 
the University of 
International Business and 
Economics in Beijing Sat- 
urday signed an agreement 
on cultural exchanges and 
cooperation in higher edu- 
cation. 

The agreement was 
signed by University of 
Jordan President Fawzi 
Gharaibeh and for the Bei- 
jing University, Sun 
Weiyan and provides for 
faculty member exchanges 
ranging Irom one week to 
one academic term, in 
order to deliver lectures or 
conduct joint research. 

The agreement also pro- 
vides for the two sides lo 
conduct joint supervisory 
work in the implementa- 
tion of various pro- 
grammes and in matters 
concerning the improve- 
ment of examination 
methodology. 

The two universities will 
,excha)ige. pu.bncatioos^'^i- 
entific textbooks and 
organise seminars and con- 
ferences pertaining to 
higher education. 





President of the University of Jordan Fawzi Gharaibeh and Dr. Sun Weiyan, of the 
University of International Business and Economics in Beijing Saturday sign n cul- 
tural and higher education agreement 


Prior to the ceremony, 
the . Chmesd' .' deli^'atipn 
members were briefed on 
the University of Joirian's 
undergraduate and post- 
graduate programmes and 


-they, in cuau.siiessed their 
desire to step up.cooperj- . 
Lion and expert exchange 
with Jordanian 

universities. 

Dr. Weihon expressed 


intereit. Jh-'ihgaging Jtlc 
service.of Jijir^'inian i^ahic 
langu^o to work 

in Beijing where, he .said, 
there is a growing student 
demand to learn Arabic. 


RJ joins hands with advertising agency 


AMMAN (Petra) — Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) Saturday concluded an agree- 
ment with the Bahrain-based agency 
Afkar Promo Seven to serv'e os its 
primary advertising agent. 

RJ Vice-President for Commercial 
Affairs Majdi Sabri signed the con- 
tract with Fares Abu Hamad from the 
advertising agency and said in a 
statement that the agency will under- 
take all of the airline's promotional 
work including that to foreign travel 
agents. 

“RJ is about to enter a new stage of 
development and this agreement is 
pan of the endeavour [in terms of] the 
airline's new marketing objective.s.” 
Dr. Sabri said. 

As specified by the agreement the 
two sides must concur on the type 
and form of advertising and promo- 


tional programmes, he added, noting 
that the airline has been spending an 
annual $1 million on advertising and 
promotional ser\'ices. 

Dr. Subri also .said that the industry' 
displayed signs of growth in the past 
year which continued until the end of 
last May. 

But he said that political develop- 
ments in the Middle East have nega- 
tively affected the tourist industry, 
citing events in Lebanon, the political 
shifts in Israel and the peace process 
in general, adding that the global 
tourist industry is normally affected 
by such developments. 

Dr. Sabri said that altiiough the 
tourism industry began to decline os 
of last June. ^ only fel( the full 
impact of this abatement in the past 
two months. 


“We received cancellations by 
tourist groups faim Europe who had 
originally intended to come to Jordan 
two monilt.s ago and cancellation of 
fall reservations from the United 
Stares.” said Dr. Sabri. 

He said that there w'as a 50 per cent 
drop in reservations us compared 
with the same period lust year and 
that reservations for 13.000 tourists 
on regul.v flights and 13.000 tourists 
on chartered flights were cancelled 
between May and November . 

He said that the pre.seni season rep- 
resents the height of the tourist sea- 
son :ind that he hopes that tourist 
group.s will .soon be arriving to the 
Kingdom. 


A 

‘ t 


CONCERT 

' .-1 ^ 

•Performance by Al Hannunah Band at the Royal 


Cultural Centre at 8:00 p.m. 


lectures 


*"God the Architect” by Kahtan Al Madfai at Darat 
Al Funun, Jabal Weibdeh at 7:00 p.m- 

. 

EXHIBITIONS 


•"Coloured Silence” exhibition by Samira Abdul 
Wahab at Baladna Art Gallery, Gardens Street (Tel 


687598), untU Oct. 20. 

•Works by Ghada Dahdaleh at the French Cultural 

Centre, until Oct. 29- . . . 

• “The Fifth One-Dimension Exhibition by several 
artists at Ab'ad Art Gallery, Mecca Street iTel- 

4 

862105), until OcL 10. 

* Basketrv exhibition i. with a variety of wrought iron 
furniture mixed with basketry) at Jordan Desi^ and 
Ti«de Centre, Shmeisani (Tel. 699141/2). untd Oct 10. 
» “Summer ‘96" exhibition at Darat At Funun. Jabal 
Weibdeh (including ceramic scupltures by Vera 

Tamari, photographs of Jordanian .illages byA^^ 
Khammash, works by contemporary Arab artists, a 
mosaic exhibition, and others), until Oct S. - 


Introduction of women’s 


By Francesca Ciriaci 

Special lo the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Political party leaders, mem- 
bers of Parliament (MPs) and other politi- 
cians are divided about the possible intro- 
duction of a special quota for women in a 
new election law slated for passage prior to 
next year's general elections. 

Such a quota is still a concept: it has not 
yet been officiaJly proposed in draft legisla- 
tion to the Lower House of Parliament. 

But it has been part of the new election 
law talk for the past few months. 

Supported by some women's rights 
activists and politicians who see it as a 
desirable “precautionary measure,” a 
women's quota in the elected legislature 
would serve as a “positive differentiation" 
to encourage the participation of women 
into politics, proponents say. 

Yet others believe thau notwithstanding 
the scant representation of women in the 
current parliament, the introduction of a 
quota for women would be “discriminato- 
ry" and, therefore, “unconstitutional.” 

“We cannot play with the Constitution.” 
says Toujan Faisal, the only woman deputy 
in the Lower House, adding that “to intro- 
duce a special quota for women the Consti- 
tution iLself should be amended.” 

As do many leaders and members of the 
opposition parties, she blames the current 
one-person, one-vote system for the scarce 
repiesentaucn of women in the House on 
the grounds that the persistence of an elec- 


toral formula encouraging and favouring 
tribalism necessarily keeps women away 
from the political arena. 

If each voter is requested to express one 
preference only, as in the one-person, one- 
vote system, he/she will most likely vote 
for the male relative candidate of his/her 
tribe. Ms. Faisal and' many opposition lead- 
ers say. 

“This election law (.ratified in 1993. 
before the last genera) elections) was 
specifically designed to favour tribalism 
and pit the tribes against each other, so that 
the Members of Parliament are busy clash- 
ing with each other for their tribal interests 
and do not work on politics.” Ms. Faisal 
charged. 

On the ocher hand, che Jordanian 
Womeo’.s Union (JWU), which first pro- 
posed a quota for women during a work- 
shop on women's role in politics last 
spring, says the quota system would help 
ensure women's participation in the deci- 
sion-making process. 

‘The JWU realises that the quota system 
does not embody the principle of democra- 
cy and equality, but the one-person, one- 
vote formula as well as social and econom- 
ic factors hinder women’s participation in 
the political life," a JWU statement says. 

Islamists oppose the entire quota concept 
outright. 

According to Islamic Action Front (lAF) 
Executive Bureau Member Abdul Ladf 
Arabiyat, “any quota allocating seats for 
minorities or women, is anti-democratic." 


quota: the yeas and nays 


Claiming that, as “all Jordanians are equal 
in che eyes of the Constitution,” the reli- 
gious and ethnic minority quotas should be 
aboli.shed. Dr. Arabiyat told the Jordan 
Times in a recent interview. 

He also said that the lAF "encourages and 
supports the participation of women in the 
country's political life, but is against any 
quota.” 

Under current legislation nine seats lure 
reserved in the Lower House for Christians, 
three for Circassians and .six for bedouins. 

Outside and inside the lAF, the Islamists 
reject quotas tout-court, and therefore the 
idea of a quota for women, as well. 

“The idea of introducing a quota for 
women should be rejected for che women's 
own sake, os they would be discriminated 
(against) even more." former LAF member 
Ahmad Kasasbeh told the Jordan Times. 

The difference in opinions over the 
women's quota is more acme among the 
leftist groups. 

Though favouring the conservation of 
minority quotas. Socialist Democratic Party 
(SDP) Secretary' General Issa Madanai is 
against the idea of reserving a certain num- 
ber or percentage of parliamentary seats for 
women. 

Though “this democracy is not mature 
enough to abolish the system of quotas for 
religious and ethnic minorities,” Mr. 
Madanat. a Christian, said “deputies should 
be elected on the basis of their comnutmetu 
to progres.s and democracy.*' and not on the 
basis of their gender. 


"Ms. Faisal, with her active and untiring 
participation in parliament, set a good 
precedent for women, and now people 
know how good an MP a woman could be." 
Mr. Madanat also commented. 

Jordan Communist Part}' (JCP) Secretary 
General Yacoub Zayaddin is in favour of a 
women quota, and also thinks that “a cer- 
tain number of seats in each district .should 
be reserved for women." 

According to Dr. Zayaddin, Egypt, where 
tlie minority quotas have been abolished, 
provide.^ a useful example. 

"Since the abolition of minority quotas, 
not even one single Copt (a minority Chris- 
tian sect) has been elected in the Egyptian 
parliament,” Dr. Zayaddin said. 

To many, a women’.«i quota doe.s not seem 
a.s necessary as the ethnic and religious 
minority quotas. 

In an interview with the Jordan Times, 
former Prime Minkster and Senator .Abdul 
Salam Majali said "education is the only 
answer to the problem of the scarce politi- 
cal representation of women." 

According to Dr. Majali. ethnic and reli- 
gious minority quotas should. nonetheles.s. 
be maintained. 

Not only, "minoritle.s. as such, mu.st be 
given exiTd-privileges," but also "minori- 
ties in Jordan have always sio«xl up for the 
stability of lliis country and (the system) 
must guarantee chat they are properly repre- 
sented." Dr. Majali said. 




4 World News 


Dole is hoping for boost in first 
debate with CUnton; Perot still out 


CHAUTAUQUA, New 
York (AFP) — Republican 
challenger Bob Dole hopes 
his first televised debate 
Sunday with President BUI 
Clinton will be the turning 
point he needs to chip away 
at the Democrat’s formida- 
ble lead. 

Meanwhile, an appeals 

court Friday rejected inde- 
pendent candidate Ross 
Perot's last’ditch bid to 
enter the deb^s. 

Sen. Dole. 73. this week 
launched a fiirious attack on 
Mr. Clinton's foreign poli- 
cy. leading some to think 
that intemationa] matters — 
on the sidelines until now 
— will come up during the 
first face-off in Hartford. 
ConnecticuL 

Rather than an actual de- 
bate, the match in Hartford 
will be more like a news 
conference, with each can- 
didate taking turns respond- 
ing in 90 seconds to ques- 
ridns posed by a television 
moderator. 

But extemporaneous 
direct exchanges are never- 
theless possible. 

Mr. Clinton, who has been 
preparing debate tactics 
since Thursday in Chautau- 
qua. a small town in New 
York state, maintains a 
strong lead over Sen. Dole 
in public opinion poUs. 


In the latest USA Today- 
CNN poll, Mr. Clinton was 
leading Sen. Dole by 17 
points, or 53 per cent to 36 
per cenL 

“What it (the debate) 
could do is m^e more pei> 
pie see what Sen. Dole is' 
like and feel more comfort- 
able voting for him. In that 
sense, it gives him the 
chance to convince some 
people who are lukewarm 
about Mr. Clinton and 
would like to vote for Sen. 
Dole," said Lewis Wolfson, 
a professor at American 
University in Washington 
and an expert on presiden- 
tial debates. 

“Whether that would be 
enough to cement the lead is 
very hard to beUeve.^ he 
added. 

Sen. Dole is sure to hit Mr. 
Clinton with the “liberal'* 
label, largely an insult in the 
United States, and with 
being lax in the war against 
drugs and crime. 

The Republican candidate 
is also likely to question the 
relative health of the econo- 
my. which is Mr. Clinton's 
strong suit, while again 
offering his promise to slash 
income taxes by 15 percent. 

White House Chief of 
Staff Leon Panetta said Mr. 
Clinton was also fuUy ex- 
pecting Sen. Dole to attack 


the president's character 
and morality and to bring up 
the Whitewater affair, the 
f^ed real estate venture in 
which the Clintons were 
partners, and which is now 
the subject of a federal 
probe. 

For his part Mr. Gmton 
said that his goal will be to 
‘^maJee sure that the voters 
know what the record is, 
(that) they know what the 
contrasts ore between (for- 
mer) Senator Dole and me, 
and most important of all. 
that they know what I 

intend to do for the next 
four years.” 

Mr. Clinton is expected to 
tout the strong economy, 
notably a recent report 
showing median incomes 
are up in the United States. 

For Mr. Perot, the last 
word on the debate came 
from a three-judge panel 
that rejected arguments that 
the Federal Election Com- 
mission improperly delegat- 
ed authority to a private 
debate commission that 
excluded the fiesty Texan. 

Attorneys for the Reform 
Party candidate indicated 
they would not appeal the 
nilizig. 

“The court has washed its 
hands of this crucifixion of 
democracy,” said Russ Ve- 
mey, national coordinator of 


Largest Chinese protest fleet to 
date to depart for disputed islands 


TAIPEI (AFP) — A flotilla 
carrying some 200 activists 
from Taiwan and Hong 
Kong is to set sail for a dis- 
puted island group Sunday 
m the largest protest so far 
against Japanese territorial 
claims there. 

But interference by Tai- 
wan's Coast Guard looms as 
a possibility, and Taiwanese 
authorities have urged pro- 
tBsters tondsfi^irtbeir 'fdans- 
:|pd allo^ dip)Q'niats-to han-- 

dle the digp^,. 

liTbe flQ^la-is expected to 
depart from the northwest- 
ern harbour of Sfaen Ao late 
Sunday and approach the 
Diaoyu Islands, known to 
Japanese as the Seokakus. 
early Monday. 

The flotilla would also 
rendez-vous en route with 
around 100 protesters from 
mainland China, a Hong 
Kong activist who will take 
part said Saturday. 

Tsang Kin-Shing. a legis- 
lator and spokesman for the 
Hong Kong-based Action 
Committee in Defence of 
the Diaoyu Islands, said he 
had received a telephone 
call from southern Chinese 
city of Guangzhou confirm- 
ing the rendez-vous. 

The islands, claimed by 
Japan, China and Taiwan, 
are surrounded by valuable 
fishing grounds and thought 
to be rich In oil and gas 
deposits. 

Anti-Japanese sentiment 
in Hong Kong. Taiwan and 
China has mounted since 
July, when an ultra right- 
wing Japanese group erect- 
ed a lighthouse on one of 
the islands as a symbol of 
Japan's claim. 

Hong kong activist leader 
David Chan accidentally 


drowned after jumping into 
waters near the islands in an 
act of protest last week, 
bringing further attention to 
the issue. 

Equipped with rubber 
boats, water scooters, re- 
'mote-control aircraft and 
“secret facilities,” the pro- 
testers planned to land on 
the islands, the event's 
Taiwan leatter, Cbing Jie> 
ShetUv said Saturday.. . 

‘ (.andings- - by previous- 
protest expeditions have 
been prevented by Japanese 
Coast-Guard vessels. 

This 30-vessel flotilla, 
mainly fishing boats and 
pleasure craft, risks being 
intercepted by Taiwan au- 
thorities, however. 

Under Taiwan fisheries 
laws, fishing vessels are 
prohibited from carrying 
“landing facilities” — 
motorised small craft — 
while pleasure boats are 
legally restricted to areas 
within 58 kilometres (36 
miles) of the Taiwanese 
coast. 

But Mr. Ching brushed 
aside the rules, saying; “We 
are not smugglers ... it is an 
act of patriotism.” 

“Our government has 
acted like it were a colony 
under Japan and we are 
tired of its weakness,” said 
Mr. Ching. a Tmpei county 
councillor of the right-wing 
New Party. 

The Taiwan government 
has called for citizens to 
remain calm and allow the 
dispute to be handled 
through diplomatic chan- 
nels. 

Deputy Interior Minister 
Yang Pao-Fa Saturday 
urged the protesters to drop 
their plans. *Tn principle. 


the government hopes peo- 
ple safeguarding Tmwan’s 
sovereignty over the Diao- 
yu Islands will think twice 
and cancel the protest,” he 
said. 

China has also prohibited 
unauthorised protests na- 
tionwide, casting doubt on 
the report of mainland par- 
ticipants joining the flo^a. 

Thousands in Hong Kong 
we^e^cred to ||reir 
lost rupees to Ch^.Sat^' 
day, whose body‘'^VHfl’'D6' 
cremi^d ‘’Sunday. Chiin's 
family has asked China to 
help scatter his ashes on the 
disputed islands. 

Reports said Japan has 
dispan:hed mote navy ships 
to enforce patrols near the 
disputed islands. 

“I don't think the Japa- 
nese will use force against 
us. We are unarmed, non- 
violent and a peace mis- 
sion.” Mr. Ching said. 

Mr. Ching said the fleet 
would stop 15 nautical 
miles from the islands 
before launching landing 
attempts. 

Remote-control planes 
would be used to drop 
Nationalist Chinese flags on 
-the island if the protesters 
come within one nautical 
mile but are unable to land, 
he said. 

In a separate protest 
Sunday, other Taiwan New 
Party deputies are to launch 
into the sea 10,000 bottles 
coBtainiog copies of histori- 
cal Japanese records which 
support Chinese sovereign- 
ty claims over the islands. 

The Taiwan-based flotilla 
is scheduled to leave at 6:00 
p.m. Sunday ( 1(X)0 GMT). 


Canadian defence minister resigns 


OTTAWA fR) — Canadian 
Prime Minister Jean Chre- 
tien dismissed his belea- 
guered Defence Minister, 
David Collenette. Friday for 
having inappropriately 
interfered with an immigra- 
tion case. 

But Mr. Chretien said be 
hoped to bring his long-time 
friend and political ally 
back into his cabinet 

The two main opposition 
parties, the Bloc Quebecois 
and the Reform Party, had 
demanded Mr. Collenette 
resign in connection with an 
alleged cover-up of an inci- 
dent during a peacekeeping 
niission^several years ago in 
which Canadian soldiers 
tortured and killed several 
Somalis. 

But Mr. Collenette told a 
news conference that his 
official resignation had 
nothing to do with Somalia 
and solely with having 
breached guidelines by hav- 
ing written a letter ^king 
for swift action on an immi- 
gration case. 

“It's the only honourable 
thine to do.” said a sombre 


Mr. Collenette, a long-time 
political ally of Mr. Chre- 
tien. 

Mr. Collenette was the 
third cabinet minister in Mr. 
Chretien's three-year tenure 
to leave office in controver- 
sy. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
Sheila Copps resigned in 
May from the cabinet and 
parliament over a broken 
tax promise but was brought 
back into cabinet after win- 
ning a special election. 

In January Mr. Chretien 
pushed aside another much- 
criticised official, Canadian 
Heritage Minister Michel 
Dupuy. who had written on 
behalf of a constituent to the 
agency that regulates broad- 
casters. 

Mr. Chretien bad won a 
landslide election in 1993 
from the Conservatives, 
partly because of voter frus- 
tration with scandals under 
former Prime Minister 
Brian Mulroney. 

Mr. Chretien said he was 
extremely sorry to accept 
Mr. Collenette’s resignation 
but added: “1 told him that I 


hope soon TU be in a posi- 
tion to take him back into 
my cabinet” 

“1 think it's very kind of 
him to offer to bring me 
back into cabinet but there 
are no guarantees in poli- 
tics. I appreciate what he 
said but that's all.” Mr. 
Collenette said, adding he 
would stay in parliament 
and seek reelection. 

The Bloc Quebecois' 
deputy leader. Suzanne 
Tremblay, said she was sus- 
picious of the circum- 
stances of the resignation: 
“I think this smells like a 
false pretext. Mr. Colen- 
nette be back in cabinet 
after a few months.” 

The resignation came 
about as the result of a 
request from a private citi- 
zen under Cana's access 
to information law. 

Mr. Collenette said it 
came to the attention of Mr. 
Chretien's Chief of Staff. 
Jean Pelletier, that the letter 
he wrote in March to the 
immigration and refugee 
board was about to be 
released. 


Perot ‘96. 

“The American people 
can resurrect it by voting for 
Ross Perot on Nov. 5." 

Sen. Dole is hoping to get 
a boost from an event that is 
clearly not his forte. Even 
Sen. Dole himself acknowl- 
edges Mr. Clinton is a better 
debater. And yet it is here 

that danger lies for the pres- 
ident 

Already, 70 per cent of 
Americans believe that Mr. 
Clinton will beat Sen. Dole 
in the debates, according to 
a USA Today/CNN poll. 
Hence, anything less than a 
stellar pei^rmance by Mr. 
Clinton could be seen as a 
Dole victory. 

Mr. Clinton is working on 
his tactics by doing practice 
runs, with former Senate 
majority leader George 
Mitchell playing the part of 
Sen. Dole. Sen. Mitchell 
called Sen. E)oie, a longtime 
former colleague, a “highly 
skilled debater.” 

“And 1 think he's going to 
be tough in this debate. Sen. 
Mitchell said. 

*T am badly out of sha^ 
on this,” Mr. Clinton said 
for his part, adding that Sen. 
Mitchell “beat me like a 
drum” during trial runs. 

The second presidential 
debate is set for Oct. 16 in 
San Diego, California. 


China says 
Taiwan 
stands in 
way of 
reunification 

BEUING (R) — China ac- 
cused Taiwan Saturday of 
standing in the way of reu- 
nification by creating obs- 
. tacles to. economic and 
trade cooperation, saying 
I the , island^ it lega^ ^ a 
* rci^l ^viBce was' “squa- 
shing its own feet with a 
rock.” 

‘'Taiwanese authorities... 
have a deep political mo- 
tive in setting up obstacles 
to trade and economic de- 
velopment between die two 
sides and th£U is to stand in 
tile way of reunification,” 
the official Xinhua news 
agency said in a commen- 
tary. 

Taiwan was “squashing 
Its own feet with a rock'’ by 
refusing to end a decades- 
old ban on direct trade and 
transport links with the 
mainland, a move that 
would be conducive to both 
sides, Xinhua said. 

Taiwan has banned direct 
air and shipping links with 
C hina since the end of the 
civil war between the Na- 
tionalists and foe Commu- 
nists in 1949. But it allows 
indirect links through 
Hong Kong or other coun- 
tries. 

Xinhua stressed that 17 
years had passed since 
China first called on Tai- 
wan to lift foe ban. 

Taiwanese businessmen 
have poured more than $20 
billion into China, and 
many of them have been 
calling for direct transport 
links to the mainland. But 
Taipei sees foe ban as its 
last bargaining chip in 
reunification talks with 
Beijing. 

Taiwan says it is commit- 
ted to reunification, but 
stresses that this cannot be 
achieved overnight. Bei- 
jing has threatened to 
invade foe island if it 
declares independence. 

In August, China unilat- 
erally introduced a series of 
regulations to pave foe way 
for direct shipping links 
with Taiwan. 

The Xinhua commentary 
said Taiwan would be giv- 
ing away good investment 
opportunities and a huge 
market if its economy were 
not linked to that of foe 
mainland, and foe island's 
economic development 
would he hurt. 

“These reactionary poli- 
cies are not only unpopular, 
but will also be futile.” the 
commentary said. 

“It has been proven that it 
is not feasible to use politi- 
cal differences to influence 
or obstruct economic coop- 
eration between the two 
sides,” it said. 
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Tony Blair leader of the Labour Party waves and shakes hands as he makes his way 
thr ough the cheering delegates after deputy leader John Prescott's rallying speech at 
the end of the Labour Party Conference (Heuter photo) 

Etight-wing British tabloid 
press gives Blair a soft ride 


LONDON (AFP) — Bri- 
tain's right-wing tabloid 
press this week handed To- 
ny Blair, youthful leader of 
foe Labour Party, a much- 
welcomed propaganda 
coup, as once hostile news- 
p^rs lined up to shower 
him with praise. 

■Wr. Blailf, seeking to over- 
turn 17 years of Conserva- 
tive rule in elections due by 
next spring, received a 
glowing tribute in the mass- 
circulation Sun newspaper 
after be delivered Tuesday's 
keynote speech at the 
party’s crucial pre-election 
conference. 

The rabidly right-wing 
Sun, owned by Australian- 
born media tycoon Rupert 
Murdoch, claimed to have 
clinched foe narrow Conser- 
vative victory in 1992 with 
its campaign against La- 
bour. 

But this week, foe news- 
paper. which has a circula- 
tion of four million, gushed 
in an editorial that Mr. 
Blair's “vision of a decent 
society, his promise of a 
better way of doing things 
were on echo of foe raw 
power that swept Margaret 
Thatcher to power (in 
1979).” 

'Trust me. That was Tony 
Blair's impressive message 
to foe people. It is a chance 
that most will be only too 
pleased to take,'* it said. 

The day after. 62 per cent 
of foe 6.000 Sun readers 
who called in to give their 
verdict on who should be 
the country's next prime 
minister opted for Tony 
Blair. 

In foe Daily Mail, another 
traditionally right-wing 
newspaper, with a middle- 
class re^ersbip. the editori- 


al said: “Yesterday we wit- 
nessed a commanding per- 
formance by foe man most 
likely to be Britain's next 
prime rninister.*' 

These honey-tongued tri- 
butes do not mark a sudden 
change in foe papers' stand- 
point, but they confirm 
decisively a dramatic shift 
in press allegiances, ex- 
plained Rodney Barker, 
professor of politics at foe 
London School of Econo- 
mics (LSE). 

“ft's not a sudden change. 
It is a high-poim in a fairly 
long-term trend. Ever since 
about late 1992. early 1993, 
foe normally Conservative 
press has been getting 
increasingly critical of foe 
government.” he said. 

*‘So that now. foe Conser- 
vative Party can't automati- 
cally rely on foe press in foe 
way they could in foe past.” 

The Sun could come out 
in open support of Mr. 
Blair, and the new mod- 
ernised Labour Party he has 
forged since taking over as 
leader two years ago. at foe 
next elections. Prof. Barker 
said. 

Such an endorsement 
“would be an important fac- 
tor.. .you don't need much of 
a sway, five per cent either 
way will win a general elec- 
tion." 

Stuart Higgins, editor of 
foe Sun. declined to com- 
ment on foe newspaper's 
political stance. 

The Sun. which urged 
Tory deputies to ditch Prime 
Minister John Major in foe 
July 1995 leadership con- 
test. and other parts of the 
Conservative press, view 
Mr. Major's administration 
as “an old ineffective, stale 
government, which just 


isn't competent any more," 
Prof. Barter said. 

Mr. Murdoch, who is 
believed to have held sever- 
al secret meetings with Mr. 
Blair in the recent past, and 
invited foe Labour leader to 
address a conference in 
Australia earUer this year. 

has ■ other reasons for' 

switching his support, he 
added. 

‘The Murdoch press, the 
Times and (he Sun. are 
hedgiag their bets anyway. 
There is a fair amount of 
tricky political and com- 
mercial calculation in what 
the Murdoch press get up 
to.” commented foe LSE 
expert. 

Last year. Mr. Murdoch's 
BSKYB satellite broadcast- 
er put in a miniscule bid to 
broadcast Channel 5, foe 
new terrestrial TV channel 
due to be launched here in 
1997, in effect pulling out 
of foe race, after it emerged 
that new government rules 
on cross-media ownership 
would prevent Mr. Murdoch 
from moving into terrestrial 
TV because of his large 
share of foe British newspa- 
per market. 

•Although Labour contin- 
ues to hold a commanding 
lead in all opinion polls, 
with foe elections at most 
eight months away. Mr. 
Blair knows that victory is 
not firmly in his grasp. 

The economy is experi- 
encing a mini-boom, fuelled 
by consumer spending, 
bringing back foe so-called 
“fed good factor” among 
the British population, 
which at the 1992 elections 
voted foe Tories back in, 
despite polls pointing to a 
Labour victory. 


Victims, bureaucrats look at landmine ban 


OTTAWA (R) — The land 
mine was only foe size of a 
small matchbox, a curious- 
looking object lying on the 
ground near Mohammad 
Usman Fitrat's house in 
Afghanistan. 

vifoen foe 11 -year-old boy 
picked it up, it blew off his 
hands and foreaim.s and 
blasted out his left eye. 

Now, 11 years later at an 
international conference in 
Ottawa on pushing for a 
global ban on land mines, 
he listens bemusedly and 
with a touch of bitterness 
when countries like Russia 
suggest they may still want 
to use foe deadly weapons. 

“Why would they need it? 
Because they have another 
war ahead? .Another inva- 
sion?” said Mohammad, 
who had watched columns 
of Soviet tanks rumble by 
his village 30 kilometres 
from foe capital Kabul after 


its 1979 invasion. 

"If they're aiming to in- 
vade. they shouldn't be 
killing civilians to depopu- 
late,” he said. “They should 
hit foe military. Innocent 
civilians have nothing to do 
with foe war. Innocent chil- 
dren have nothing to do 
with foe war." 

Mohammad now has two 
stumps for arms, Ju.st sever- 
al inches (centimetres) 
below foe elbow. Doctors 
split one forearm so that it 
can grasp, much like a lob- 
ster's claw. His left eye is 
plastic. 

He has managed to go 
through school and college. 
Specialising in computers 
even if U is difficult to strike 
keys precisely, and volun- 
teers now for foe Afghan 
campaign to ban land 
mines. 

Afghans are expert on the 
subject. Some 400,000 of 


them have been maimed — 
about one In 40 — on top of 
countless ofoers killed by 
mines. 

Mohammad brought a hu- 
man face und some urgency 
to the discussions by bu- 
reaucrats at the Oct. 3-5 
conference. 

About 25.000 people, 
mostly civilians, are killed 
or maimed by .some of foe 
110 million mines around 
the world. 

Organisers want to get 
negotiations staned on a 
ban on anti-personnel land 
mines as quickly as possible 
and were encouraged by the 
commitment to that end by- 

foe 49 full participants 

more foon double orisinal 
expectaiioTLs — as well as 
foe attendance of 24 
obsen'ers. 


Charles’ secretary 
quits 

LONDON (AFP) — The 
personal secretary to 
Britain's Prince Charles is 
leaving foe job after 11 
vears, it was announced 
Friday, but there was dis- 
agreemeni over whether 
foey were parting ways od 
good terms. In a statanent,-. 
Saint James’ Palace — 
prince's official residence- 
— said that Command' 
Richard Aylard, 44, wodi-' 
be leaving foe service of 

foe Prince of Wales in tile', 
early part of the new yean 
"Both the prince and. 
Richard feel the time is 
right for a change," a. 
spokesman said. “We hope' 
there is do other reason ^ 
foe departure.” The ma^f 
circulation Sun newsp^^^ 
was due to report Saturd^- 
on “growing friction" bet-- 
ween foe two men over foe 
future role of the prince's 
companion Camilla Patter^ 
Bowles, foe Sun’s editoi? 
Stuart Higgins said. Com- 
mander .Aylard, a Royal 
Navy veteran, served 
Prince Charles throughout 
the stormy breakup of his 
marriage to Princess Diana. 
He was responsible for 
advising the p^ce to give 
his conDx>versial television 
interview in 1994, in which 
the heir to foe throne ad- 
mitted adultery for foe first 


School-yard 
slaughter computer 
game slammed 

LONDON (R) — Britons 
campaigning against guns 
following foe massacre of 
16 children in their Scottish 
village school called on. . 
Saturday for a ban on ^ 
computer game depicting a 
mass shooting in a school- 
yard. The American CD- 
ROM, entitled Schoolyard 
Slaughter, has been on sale 
in Britain for a year and has 
been distributed to many of 
foe country's computer li- 
braries. Players are re- 
quired to shoot at school- 
children as foey walk ac- 
ross the -playi^UDd and 
score points if foey hit 
them in foe head. *11)6 com- 
puter game was dreamed 
up before crazed gunman 
Tliomas Hamilton opened I 
fire on foe four-and five- | 
year-olds and their teacher | 
in their school at Dunblane 
in March. But Jacqueline 
Walsh, an organiser of the 
anti-handgun Snowdrop 
Campaign set up after foe 
shooting, told reporters 
“this should never have 
come into the country in 
foe first place.. .The idea of 
shooting at children has 
never b^n sociaDy accept- 
able. It shows that comput- 
er libraries have to be more 
vigilant about what they’ve 
got. what images foey pro- 
mote. They should look 
through their stock and 
throw them out,” Ms. 
Walsh said. 

‘Cannes for kids’ 
opens in Chicago 

CHICAGO (AFP) — The 
Chicago Children's Inter- 
national Film Festival, also 
known as foe “Cannes for 
Kids.” opens here Friday, 
with a broad selection of * 
innovative, non-violent 
movies from 30 countries. 
The 10-day festival, now in 
its 13fo year, will featu& 

75 films, live action 
animated, shorts and fear 
nires as well as workshojK 
on filmmaking. The festi- 
val has grown enormously 
over foe years and foe quaF 
ity of foe f ilms has greatly 
improved,” said Lcnnie 
Rose, the festival's soc^ 
director. A childrens jury is 
on hand to evaluate ^ 
entry and will award the 
coveted prize to the winner 
on OcL 13. “The kids ate 
it very seriously. It makes 
them feel very aufooritft* 
tive in their world’s vietv," 
Rose said. “There are mw® ^ 
films than in foe past with 
very strong female protag- 
onists.” said Michael 
Graham, who chairs tb® 
live-action feature jury. 1“ 
Watch Me Fly, a Danish 
film, two girls from differ 
eat social background tr^ 
pigeons to fly in a cont^ ( 
while Keeping House ftw® \ 
New Zealand tells the story 
of a feisty young woman 
who prefer to play ^ 
trombone and tap dancing 
on stage to cleaning up th® 
mess in her house. 
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body of Choi Duck-keun, South Korean consul in Vladivostok, is being carried at Seoul's Kimpo Aiiport 
? "'"® "P® responsible for North Korean affairs and security’ at the Vladivostok consulate, was 

stabbed and bludgeoned to death on the stairs outside his apartment bv unidentined assailants last Friday (Reuter 
phoro) 

N. Korea attacks SeouVs ‘slander’ on envoy killing 


SEOUL (R) — North Korea 
said Saturday that sugges- 
tions by Seoul that it was 
involved in the killing of a 
South Korean diplomat in 
Russia were “groundless 
slander." 

“Although they connect 
the death of the puppet con- 
sul with the North in a far- 
fetched way. they can con- 
vince no one,” the official 
Korea Central News 
Agency said in a report 


monitored in Tokyo. 

“The South Korean pup- 
pets are groundlessly slan- 
dering the North.” 

South Korea has never 
accused North Korea of 
involvement in the murder 
of its consul in the Russian 
Far East city of Vladivostok 
Tuesday. 

But South Korean media 
immediately pointed accus- 
ing Engers at Pyongyang, 
which has thre^iied ro 


retaliate over the deaths of 
22 North Korean agents 
who inTdirated into the 
South by submarine two 
weeks ago. 

Choi Duck-Keun, who 
was responsible for North 
Korean affairs and security 
at the Vladivostok con- 
sulate. was stabbed and 
bludgeoned to death on the 
siiur.s outside his apartment 
by unideniiried assailants. 

In its first official reacuon 


to Che killing Friday. North 
Korea's Rodong Sinmun 
newspaper accused Seoul of 
“framing a despicable plot." 

Pyongyang has demanded 
the immediate return of the 
submarine along with its 
surviving and dead crew. An 
estimated 26 North Koreans 
were on board, one has been 
captured alive and three are 
still on the loose. 


N. Korea faces harsh winter^ possible malnutrition 


BEUING (R) — North 
Koreans face a shortage of 
1.5 million tonnes of grain 
“ after hailstorms, floods and 
* rains, and Red Cross offi- 
~ cials said Saturday they 
; were monitoring for maJnu- 
“ trhioi^- 'and 'Stunted growth 
tpodg children. ^ 

■ ■ ■'?4ulri'ti0nal)y‘'lbe country 
' hovers on a knife-edge, with 
clear indications of a signif- 
leant health threat, parricu- 
“ laily among young children, 
continuing to emerge,” said 
Jerry Talbot, director of the 
^ Asia and Pacific Depart- 
' mem of the International 
- Federation of Red Cross 
and Red Crescent Societies. 
'•'f'^’They (North Korean offi- 
dais) are stressing the need 
for food,” Mr. Taiboi said 
after a four-day visit to the 
r Hermit Nation this week. 

.. The 1996 harvest was 
; e:tp^ted to reach just 3.5 
million tonnes while 5.0 
r million tonnes are needed 


— or a shortfall equivalent 
to the annua] requirement of 
six million people, Mr. 
Talbot said. 

“For the third year in suc- 
cession. the winter months 
will be particularly grim for 
, vulnerable groups, with the 
cumulative isffects of mas- 
sive floods in 1995 and 
1996 ravaging the harvest 
currently under way," he 
said. “Hail storms caused 
widespread destruction in 
1994." 

Mr. Talbot said he did not 
expect starvation during the 
coming harsh winter 
months, but s^'d those left 
destitute by the floods 
would have difficulty keep- 
ing warm. He added that the 
Red Cross would begin 
monitoring for possible 
mainutrition and for stunted 
growth among children. 

“We see a chronic food 
deficit, although we do not 
see stan'ation,” he said. 


The federation would 
launch an appeal soon for 
10 million Swiss francs 
($8.3 millionl in aid. and 
had received an 80 per cent 
response to its previous call 
for 12. 7 million Swiss 
francs in aid. he said. 

“I. can't say we wdllJbave 
enough food this winter,” 
North Korean Red Cross 
Secretaiy-General Paek 
Yong Ho cold Mr. Ihlbot 
during his visit. 

North Korea received 
about 320,000 tonnes of 
food aid over the last year. 
Mr. Talbot said, but that did 
not erase the 1.5 million 
harvest shortfall. 

He said Pyongyang would 
soon face a dilemma over 
whether to use its precious 
foreign exchange to pay for 
imports of essential foods or 
for more long-term items 
such as machinery and fer- 
tiliser. 

North Korea has faced 


food shortages since being 
hit by the worst floods in a 
century in 1995, exacerbat- 
ed by more floods last July 
that wiped out an estimated 
373,000 tonnes of grain. 

North Korea, still techni- 
cally at war with South 
Korea sinq^:. a 15^50-53 
flict that ended only in a 
truce, dropped some of its 
earlier op^sitioo to foreign 
aid last year to confront 
crisis. 

Relations between North 
and South Korea are at a 
low ebb foUowring the 
incursion last month of a 
North Korean submarine 
into South Korean waters. 

South Korea Friday called 
on the United Nations 
Security Council to take 
“appropriate action” over 
the incursion and ordered 
security tightened at air- 
ports and diplomatic mis- 
sions against possible ter- 
rorist attack. 


CIS leaders vow to repel any Afghan border threat 


. .. ALMATY (R) — The Com- 
• monwealtb of Independent 
States (CIS) has vowed to 
defend areas bordering on 
Afghanistan if lighting 
. P _ ^ r^eS leaders 

^ ^ ‘ " . pujrf agreed at a summit meeting 
ooeriS ifi ^ ■ not to interfere in the con- 

^ .. . flicL . 

Five leaders of former 
Soviet repu'biics, alarmed 
• r. by the rise to power in Ka- 

■ bul of a radicaHslamic miii- 

• • . tia. ended their summit Fri- 

day with an appeal to the 
. rival group.s to hold talks 
• and for the United Nations 
yts^cuss the situation. 

..4We call upon all warring 
parties to stop hostilities 
■ and resume peace negotia'' 
' tions," Kazal^stan's Pre.si- 
. . ^ dfint Nursultan Nazarbayev 

■ ' said at a joint news confer- 

ence. 

. . He also accused the Tale- 
'• ban militia of human rights 
violations after the seizure 
.••of Kabul last week, refer- 
■ ' . ring to the execution of 
. . . • ‘ WIneof^heTaleba^’spolit- 

. V • ical opponents. 

“We denounce the execu- 
tioos and violations of hu- 
.nianriehtscomminedinAf- 


ghanistan,” Mr. Nazar- 
bayev said. 

The Taleban's victims 
included former Moscow- 
backed Afghan President 
Najibuliah. a Communist 
installed as Afghan leader in 
1987 during the 10-year 
Soviet occupation of the 
country’. 

Russia and Tajikistan, fol- 
lowing up the Almaty sum- 
out. agreed Saturday to 
tighten security on the 
Tajik-Afgban border, where 
Russian frontier guards are 
helping the pro-Moscow 
government in Dushanbe 
resist Islamic Tajik rebels 
based in Afghanistan. 

The summit was attended 
by the presidents of Ka- 
zakhstan. Uzbekistan. Taji- 
kistan and Kyrgyzstan, as 
well as by Russian Prime 
Minister Vikior (Themomyr- 
din. The CIS is a loose 
grouping of 12 of the 15_ 
former S^pviei states. 

Mr. Nazarbayev said par- 
ticipants at the summit 
would take “adequate mea- 
sures" to defend themselves 
if the conflict spilled over 
from Afghanistan. But he 


and other participants made 
clear that no practical steps 
would be taken unless this 
happened. 

“We are strongly against 
interference in Afghanis- 
tan's internal affairs." Mr. 
Nazarbayev said. 

Interfax news agency said 
Saturday that Russian Fo- 
reign Minister Yevgeny Pri- 
makov and Tajik President 
Imomali Raktunonov “ag- 
reed to take the neces.sary 
measures to strengthen se- 
curity on the border bet- 
ween Tajikistan and Af^a- 
nistan.” The agency gave no 
details. 

Russia deploys thousands 
of boitier guards along the 
remote and mountainous 
border along the Amu 
Darya River where there are 
frequent' clashes with Tajik 
Islamist guerrillas. 

Uzbek President Islam 
Karimov said that Afghan 
w'arlord General Abdul Ra- 
shid Dostum, an ethnic 
Uzbek, was all that stood 
between the Taleban militia 
and the former Soviet 
Republics. 

Kacmlmov said that 


Gen. Dostum, who controls 
a strategic tunnel to the 
north, deserved stronger 
support from CIS neigh- 
bours. 

“If this tunnel is surren- 
dered. they will have no 
obstacle on their way north- 
wards and we don't know 
how far they may go,” he 
said. “If we do not want the 
war to escalate, if we want 
to force all parties to the 
negotiating cable, we have 
to make sure that Gen. 
Dostum keeps the tunnel 
under lus control.” 

There was no indication 
that the other leaders at the 
summit shared Karimov's 
views. Uzbekistan is one of 
three former Soviet central 
Asian republics that border 
Afghanistan. 

I^. Nazarbayev said he. 
(2hernomyidin, Tajik Presi- 
dent Rakhmonov, 

Uzbekistan’s l^mov 
and Kyrgyzstan President 
Askar Akayev wonted the 
U.N. Security Council to 
meet on Afghanistan. 

He also said the five coun- 
tries would supply northern 
Afghanistan with aid. 


2 hardline Khmer Rouge 
officials surrender to renegades 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Two of five top hardline 
Khmer Rouge officials who 
escaped from theii base last 
week have surrendered to 
die renegade rebel faction 
they were fleeing, cniiit^ 
officials said Satintiay. 

The officials identic the 
men as Ny Korn, a senior 
rebel commander and iMotii- 
er of former Khmer Rouge 
"mimster of defence** Son 
Sen, and Ta Much, son-in- 
law of the gueirfila's feared 
chief of st^, Ta Mok. 

But leng Vuch, the son of 
renegade faction leader leng 
Saiy, said the second man 
was not Ta Much, but rather 
Ta Util, the least senior 
commander of the five 
escapees. 

The five, including Nuon 
Oiea, tire Khmer Rouge 
political commissar and 
Son Sen, the rebels* former 
“minister of defence," 
escaped from their ba^ 
near the Thai bMder 
Tuesday as troops loyal to 
Che renegade rebel fection 
ck^edin. 

Ta Tith surrendered 
Friday and Ny Korn surren- 
dered early Saturday to the 
rebel faction led by leng 
Sary, leng Vuth told AFP by 
telephone from the rene- 

Joyous 
welcome 
planned 
for new 
Kashmir 
leader 

tioD^ inference raiy 
(2hief Facooq Abdullah 
returns to a hen>*s welcome 
in Srinagar after a landslide 
poll victory and will seek 
to defuse separatist tension. 

I psity officids said. 

I E^y this week, the 
National Conference swept 
57 of the 87 assembly seats 
in India's northern Jammu 
and Kashmir state in the 
first local polls since a sep- 
aratist revdi to)ke out in 
1990, killing more than 
20.0()0 p>eople in the last 
seven years. 

”Dr. Abdullah will 
rective a rousing reception 
from senior National Con- 
ference nsembers.” par^ 
spokesman Saifuddin Soz 
told Reuters. Other mem- 
bers of Che largest pro-India 
party in i^hi^ said 
S,(X)0 cadres would turn 
out to receive Dr. Abdullah 
at Srinagar's airport 
A conclave senior 
members would later for- 
mally elect Dr. Abdullah as 
the leader of their l^isla- 
tive party Sunday, they 
said. He is expect^ to be 
swora in as chief minister 
next Tuesday. 

Dr. Abdullah will not 
have much time for cele- 
brations. One of his fust 
tasks mil be to deal with 
tiioray separatist seotiment 
Dozens of separatist groups 
fitting for freedom or clo- 
ser ties to neighbouring 
Pakistan have already re- 
jected Dr. Abdullah's gov- 
eminenL 

Dt Abdullah told Reuters 
in an interview in the 
Indian capital Wednesday 
that he was ready to bold 
calks with the separatisc 
leaders, but would deal 
widi the militants with- a 
firm hand. 

On Friday the AU-Panies 
Horriyat (Freedom) Coo* 
ference rejected the offer. 


gade faction's headquarters 
in Phnom Malai. 

“Ny Kom sunendered 
because he was tired and ill 
from nuuiing*’ since the 
split between leng Sary's 
fection and the haidline 
central leadership occured 
in mid-August, leng Vuth 
said. 

According to the military 
officials. Ny Kom surren- 
dered after being suiroupd- 
ed by senior Commander Ei 
Chhien’s men on 
Cambodian soil. 

The second man, either Ta 
Much or Ta llth, fled to 
Thailand but was arrested 
and sent back into 
Camdodia where he suiren- 
dered, (hey said, 

Ei Chhien was not at his 
base and was unreachable 
for comment as to whether 
the men were being treated 
as prisoners or as new 
allies, an aide said. 

The current whereabouts 
of Nuon Chea and Son Sen 
and the third man were 
unknown but there were 
indications they might be in 
Thailand and Cambo^a's 
co-premiers had asked Thai 
autluHities to locate, arrest 
and deport them. 

AU five men, including 
the two who surrendered. 


are wanted under two-year- 
old legislation outlawing 
the Khmer Rouge. 

Nuon Chea and Son Sen 
could also face war crimes 
and genocide charges for 
their in the Khmer 
Rouge's 1975-1979 reign of 
terror, which is held respon- 
sible for the deaths of as 
many as two million 
Cambodians. 

Earlier' Saturday, First' 
Prime Minister Prince 
N<xx>dom Ranariddh told 
reporters that Hiai border 
authorities had arrested one 
of the five, but had not iden- 
tified him. 

He also said he feared the 
Thais might not honour a 
pledge to deport the irum if 
he requested political asy- 
lum. 

There was speculation in 
Phnom Penh feat fee prison- 
er was Nuon Chea, number 
two to the hardline faction, 
but this could not be con- 
firmed. 

It was also unclear 
whether the prince had been 
referring to the man who 
was briefly detained by the 
Thais before being sent 
back to Cambodia and sur- 
rendering, 

Ei Chhien's aide said he 
had beard the prisoner was 


Nuon Chea, but could ofTer 
no independent confirma- 
tion. 

“We heard that Nuon 
Chea bad been arrested by 
authorities in Thailand, but 
^*t know where or when 
it happened,” the aide said. 

Prfece Ranariddh said 
despite assurances fee lluiU 
would cooperate wife a for- 
mal request to arrest and 
deport the men if they were 
found in Thailand, he feared 
the Thais might grant asy- 
lum to fee escapees if they 
requested iL 

He recalled that Thailand 
refused to send back Sin 
Song, a general involved in 
a failed 1994 coup attempt, 
^uing that his was a polit- 
ical case. 

“I fear that Thailand will 
do fee same for these peo- 
ple," Prince Ranariddh said, 
noti^ feat Cambodia and 
Thailand do not have an 
extradition treaty. 

Thai officials have said 
they would cooperate wife 
the request but several, 
including Foreign Minister 
Amnuay Viravan, have 
been quoted os saying that 
requests for political asylum 
from the five would be con- 
sidered. 


Tigers kill 4 soldiers as Sri Lankan 
minister calls for new jungle war 


COLOMBO (AFP) — Ta- 
mil guerrillas killed four 
soldim and wounded ano- 
ther in a gun battle in 
Northern Sri Lanka Satur- 
day as a senior minister 
vowed to mount a fresh jun- 
gle war against the rebels, 
officials said 

Gunmen of the separatist 
Liberati on Ti gere of Tamil 
Eelam (LTTE) shot dead the 
troopers tn the pepinsuiq of 
Jaffm during .a .prCrd^)!^ 
c€m.^m^t>n, A . WTOi 
offinaJ here said., - 

The attack came less than 
24 bouts after energy 
Minister Anuniddha Rat- 
watte announced plans to 
launch fresh ofiensives 
agmnst the Tigers, who lost 
their final bastion to troops 
last week. 

Gen. Ratwatte, who is 
also tiie junior defence min- 
ister said fee guerrillas 
have been defeated in fee 
final town beld by them in 
the country’s north and 
security forces were now 
gearing for jungle warfare. 


He told foreign corre- 
spondents here Friday feat 
tlte army's capture last 
week of the town ^ 
Kilinochchi left fee LTTE 
without a population centre 
and has forc^ fee Tigers to 
take to the jungles. 

. “This (war) will now 
develop into jungle war- 
fare," said Gen. Ratwatte 
who is a close reiative of 
lYesident Chandrika Kuma- 
ratunga. vTboy (the- Tigers) 
wiJf go into the jungles and 
we v^l follow them." 

The inuriister said plans 
were ready to mourn a fresh 
onslaught against the Tigers 
but declined to give details. 

The minister said they 
were also pressing ahead 
wife a major rehabilitation 
programme to rebuild fee 
battle-scared northen) re- 
gion, 'mcluding fee peninsu- 
la of Jaffna wltich was taken 
from the Tigers last year. 

The supply of building 
materials and food to fee 
region was hampered 
because the only land route 


was still under Tiger control 
but the anny would soon 
t^ action to wrest control 
over die highway, he said. 

Opening fee land nnite 
will require security forces 
to take a 70 kilometre 
stretch of road, often 
through wide open terrain 
and sometimes through 
thick forest. 

Army Chief Rohan Dalu- 
watte said the LTTE 
strength- was 4ewn> to ab<^> 
three •= tO’ four’’ thousand 
cadres after a-series of mlli^ 
taiy ofiensives<>begun in 
(jetober last year. 

For their part, the Tigers 
have admitt^ losing 
nochchi, their final imiion, 
and announced shifting 
their headquarters to jun- 
gles in Nortfa-Easiem M 
Lanka. 

The guerrilla group is 
leading a protracted cam- 
paign for independence in 
fee island's nonbem and 
eastern regiems where die 
two million Tamil minority 
is concentrated. 


Test of time shows some Nobel 
winners not as worthy as others 


STOCKHOLM (AFP) — 
The prestigious Nobel Prize 
for mediefne which will 
bring honour and fame to 
one or more scientists when 
it is aimounced Monday, 
has occasionally been bes- 
towed upon those whose 
pioneering work has later 
proved quesdon^le. 

Scientists join econo- 
mists, writers and peace- 
makers around (be world in 
dreaming of winning “the 
prize,” awarded each vear 
in the fields of medicine or 
physiology, economics, 
physics, chemisiiy. litera- 
ture and peace. Only a 
handful belong to fee select 
club of Nobel laureates. 

The latest membeis to joio 
this club will be announced 
in Stockholm next week, 
staitiog wife fee Nobel 
Prize for medicine Monday, 
the economics prize Tues- 
day and chemistry and phy- 
sics Wednesday. The pea^ 
prize will be announo^ in 
Oslo Friday. 

But among die geniuses 
and discoveries that have, in 
the words of Alfred Nobel, 
“conferred the greatest ben- 


efit to mankind." there have 
also been a few disreputable 
characters, most of which 
are found within the field of 
medicine. 

For example, no sane psy- 
chiatrist today would drW a 
bole into a patient’s skull 
and cut off fee nerve-paths 
to the brain's frcmtal lobes 
in order to cure a psychosis. 

Yet in 1949, Egas Moniz 
of Portugal won the Nobel 
Prize for medicine for 
developing fee lobotomy. 
an operation he first cairied 
out in 1938. The patients* 
anxieties were subifoed. but 
they walked around like 
vacuous zombies and fee 
method was banned once 
psycbophannacological 
drugs were developed. 

T& inventor of the insec- 
ticide DDT, Swiss chemist 
Paul Mueller, also received 
the Nobel Prize for medi- 
cine in 1948. The poison, 
discovered in 1939 and 
launched in 1942, was mar- 
keted as an ultra-effective 
'uisecticide but harmless to 
humans. 

DDT did st(^ an epidemic 
of ^hus fever in Nepal In 


1944 when more than one 
million peojde were treated 
wife fee substance. And 
maJaria was almost eraefi- 
cated in fee tropics. 

But what people did not 
know then was that DDT 
was harmful to birds, mam- 
mals and humans. Like 
most ofeer countries Swe- 
deiu home to the institute 
which initially honoured the 
'msecticide, banned fee use 
of DDT in the 1970s. 

Noways, the Nobd 
Committees in the .science 
fields tend to booour re- 
search feat has stood the test 
of time, rewarding pioneer- 
ing wink time 1^ proven 
itself and been corrobmed 
Over the years by subse- 
quent studies. 

Johannes Bbiger of Den- 
mark was given the 1926 
Nobel Medicine Prize for 
successfully developing 
cancer in laboratoiy rats 
wife cockroaches and an 
intestinal wemn. But resear- 
chers now doubt fee validi- 
ty ofhis study, as no one has 
ever been able to repeat the 
results. 


Rangoon iR) — Burma said it was damping down on 
endy visas to U.S. citizens from Friday in response to m 
A merican travel ban on Burmese military government lead- 
ers and their families to the United States. u 

The move was announced at a news conference by fee 
•'^tor general of fee department of political affairs in the 

• '■tbreign ministrj’. U Khin Maung Win. . «- • i 

- “Except as required by treaty obligations wd officials and 

Other supporting staff assigned to fee L.S. 

Myanmar (Burmal. the iftsuance of all type.s of visas ha. 
been suspended to U.S. citizens." a foreign numstry state- 

BuU^was unclear whether or not it would be a blanket 


Burma clamps down on visas to U.S. citizens 


ban as the statement then gave categories of Americans to 
whom visas would be withheld. 

The ministry said visas would not be granted to U..S. cUl- 
zens “who impeded the process of smooth transition to a 
multi-party democratic state in fee union of Myanmar and 
members of their families." 

Visas would also be denied those Americans and their 
families whom Burma “deemed to have acted or to be act- 
ing in a manner detrimental to fee interests of fee state, 
including persons interfering in the 'mtemal affairs of 
Myanmar and/or inciting polidcaJ agitarions/disturbances.” 

The Burmese decision was conveyed to fee U.S. Chaige 
D’affaires Marilyn Meyers earlier Friday, fee ministry offi- 


cial said. 

U.S. President Bill Ciintoo, outraged by fee Burmese mil- 
itary govenuneat's arrest of hundreds of pro-democracy 
activists over the last week, signed a proclamation Thursday 
ordering the action against fee Burmese leaders. 

Burma's ruling State Law and ^der Restoration Council 
(SLORC) detained the activists of opposition leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi's National Lra^e for Democracy (NLD) to 
prevent a party congress planned between Sept. 27 and 29. 

It has relea^ some of the detainees but continues to bar 
access to Suu Kyi’s Rangoon home. 

According to latest official figures Friday, Burma bad 
released 188 of 573 NLD party activists detained last week. 


The Buem^ foreign ministiy accused the United States 
of di^garding the “true situation” in Burma and said 
Washington had given *‘undue and unwarranted pressures” 
on it 

It rejected Mr. Clinton's proclamation as an inteiforence 
in the internal affiurs of Burma. 

U.S. chaig^ feat Bunna bad failed to engage die democ- 
ratic opposition of Aung San Suu Kyi's NLD in dialogue or 
[xomote democratic changes were also untrue, it added. 

Bunna had ufeen steps fo ensure a smoofe transition to 
multi-pa^ democracy, was bolding a national convention 
wife various ethnic groups in fee country to formulate a 
national constitution, it said. 
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\ Kabul under greater duress 

THE CAPTURE of Kabul by Ibleban forces more 
than a week ago did noC brin^ Afj^ianistan any doser 
tD normality or stability. If anything it brought to the 
' country and its suffering people greater challei^es, 
even troubles. Above an the Afghani people's niost 
basic human rights suffered the most Sonunary exe- 
cutions, denial ot a fair trial torture and disappear- 
, ances became the rule than die exception in the war> 
tom country. 

For the last 17 years, Afghanistan has been ei^[utfed 
in a string of mini-wars among different factions com- 
peting for power and contnd. Some of these wars wme 
fou^t by prmey. conducted on bdialf of fordgninter> 
ests and objectives. Ever since the overthrow of the 
Moscow-supported government of President 
Najibullah, at least two nuyor factions have been 
1 xked in a vidous cycle of violence that battered tiie 
poor country and drove its people into dire Uvug con- 
ditions and new facets of despair. The capital Kabol 
came under repeated attacks and was almost com- 
pletely destroy^ while warlords fou^t to omtrol it 
The overthrow of President Buihanuddio Rabbani by 
Taleban fighters last week appears to have taken tiie 
country f&therinto the abyss, tbelikeofwhidino 
(.‘ther countiy' has witnessed or experienced in cra- 
t^porary times. 

It is not only the fact that wmnoi and children 
ri^ts have been trampled on in the most primitive 
way hot also the other r^ressions that ^ new 
rulers hare perpetrated with Ihde or no international 
(iUtcry. Priding themselves as true Islamists, the new 
rulers have literally forced people to pray five times a 
clay in otter d^ance of the cardfinal priodple in Islam 
that prodmms that there is no room for duress in 
Islam. Under the guise of the Sharia law, the Ihleban 
government t^.r^troduced hand amputation, snm- 
, maiy executibn^**tor6ireanddenial<tffurtrial-cma* 
'^iystemj&iBIteaSK'Aliff'wlifie tliil'ifg^tt^a(rtoVAf|{yiim 
n-3il>e(^le are systematically trampled on and violated hr 
the most uncivilised manner, sonie countries have 
rejoiced over the diai^e in re^me. Realpolitik con- 
i idecatiems and geopcrfitical factors hare given some 
|>owers a cause for comfort. Having a Sunui r^nne, 
one theory went, would now make Afghanistan a bul- 
•.vark against Iranian Slmsm. Who cares about 
ciemocracy? No price, it seems, is high enoi^ to 
checkmate Tehran even If that entails the enslavement 
nf minions of Afj^ianis. 

The United Nations General Assembly has just 
begun its fifty-first session in New York with a loi^ 
agenda on human ri^ts abuses woridwide. The least 
lliat ^ve could expect finom it is to voice the alarm at 
u'hat is happening in (hat devastated country. More 
importantly, an urgent international action is called 
for uidudtog the convenhi^ of the U.N. Security 
. Council for that purpose. Y^en cdlective and indi- 
vidual human ri^ts are violated on such a lai^ scale, 

' international ai^ r^jonal security are ueressarily 
threatened. The council is the most appropriate place 
10 address the violent human r^ts abuses in 
Afghanistan just as the U.N. did when it turned its 
sittention to Bosnia and Rwanda. Now is the time to 
i:ike up the cause on behalf dT the Afghani people. 

“ARABIC P^SS CONO^NTAREES 


\ WRITER for A1 Ra’i Saturday said that the Arab- 
israeli summit held in Washington under the U.S. aus- 
pices was bound to end in failure simply because each 
['arty is clinging to itsjstand and unrelenting in matters 

• 'f nadonal interest. Fahed Fanek said that, as was 
expected, Israel still refiises to close the tunnel under 
'he Aqsa Mosque, rejects calls for giving up East 
.erusalem to the Arab side and is adamant towa^s the 
question of redeployment in Hebron. Thanks to the 
extremist groups among the Palestinians, who blew up 
ouses in JerusaJeni and Tel Aviv, the Israelis have elect- 

• d u hardline politician to lead the extremist Jewish 
groups and the Likud Party against the Arab national 
inierests. said the writer. He said that the four suicide 
attacks precipitated the downfall of the Labour Party 
and its leader who could have acted in the spirit of 0.sto 
in his dealings with the Palestinians. Now that the 
e.xtremist Palestinian groups have achieved their goal 
of bringing to power an extremist Jewish leader, they 
are no more concerned with suicide bomb attacks in 
Israel and are keeping silent about the events. Indeed, 
he added, the extremist groups on both sides of the 
fence have discovered that they have a common goal; 
uining the peace process. 

\L DUSTOUR daily said in an editorial Saturday that 
ilie whole Middle East region is poised on the tip of a 
volcano that might empt any minute, and that the peace 
process is on the verge of collapse. The present relative 
calm in the Palestinian lands, said the paper, is expect- 
ed to be followed by the expected storm of violence and 
counierviolence that will be almost im possible to con- ' 
tain, es(^ially if Israel remains adamant and rejecting 
Palestinian people's rights. The danger persists no 
doubt because Israel is not committed to implementing 
the agreements concluded with the Palestinian leader- 
<ihip, because it continues to wage genocide on the 
Palestinian population and continues to build settle- 
jonis on .Arab lands, .said the daily. So far. the Israeli 
"ime minister has given not a slight indication that he 
■‘ill re.spect the agreements while the Palestinians, who 
.ace repression and injustice. ^ driven to fiirther des- 
peration, added the paper, h said one will have to wait 
for the American-sponsored negotiations, starting 
Sunday, to see if Israel is willing to defuse the tension. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Pessimism — a self-fulfilling prophecy 






BEING DISSATISFIED with the prevailing economic 
uation is a phenomenon that prevails among the majority 
of the Jordanian population and, in particular, among busi- 
nessmen. One wonders whether these negative feelings are 
justified or noL and whether feeling this way is the result 
of too high expectations or is caused by the distributions of 
^e profit among too many. Even peace, which was hc^d 
to bring about prosperity, is now blamed for being one of 
the reasons underlying iic cuneat economic stagnation. 

For the first time we wimess a phenomenon that never 
occurred in any country: the macro-economic indicators 
have been giving an encouraging reading for several years 
in a tow, v^ie the micro-economic in^cators hare been 
giving negative reading. 

Is it possible that the Jordanian economy, as a whole, is 
doing well and growing at an annual rate of 6 per cent in 
real terms, while people feel that the economy is in bad 
shape? Can the country's economy be going in die right 
direction while the economic players are going astray? 

It seems that this is quite possible fcM* short terms and 


during transitional periods when the economy is being 
restructured and the method of allocating resources for 
various purposes is being reoriented. As an example one 
can point out the tables published by the International 
Monet^ Fund (IMF) about the performance of the 
Jordanian economy. The td>les say that Jordan's gros.s 
domestic product (GDP) in constant prices grew during 
the past three years, 1993, 1994 and 1995, at 5.9, 5.9 and 
6.4 per cent respectively. However, the IMF admits in 
another table of the same report that die per capita private 
consumption during the same three years* declined at the 
rate of 5.6, 6.2 and 1.3 per cent respectively. 

In other words, the overall economy grew at respectable 
rates while the share of the average citizen of private con- 
sumption. as a measure of the weli-b^g and high stan- 
dard of living, decreased sleadily. The difference must 
have gone to compulsory savings, government consump- 
tion or repayment of past debts, but the major part was 
eaten up by the rapid population growth. 

Every citizen, whe^r family man. businessman or 


woman, is entitled to feel disappointed and underpressure. 
He or she has the right to complain if his or her {rofits 
decline, but interestingly, one notices that complaining is 
also common among successful businessmen whose busi- 
nesses are expanding and profits increasing, is it possible 
to describe the market as in a lull even when the 
Department of Statistics tells us that imports are running at 
25 per cent above the level of last year? 

Not feeling good and complaining has become a phe- 
nomenon which has a life of its own. It is not always a 
response to the reaUty. A foreign report explaining the 
extremely low prices in the Amman Financial Market 
I AFM) listed this feeling as a factor hurting the investment 
climate and causing unjustified pos^nements of poteiitial 
investments. In other words, negative feelings among the 
population in general and businessmen in particular is not 
only a result but also a cause of the slowdown in gnom- 
ic activity. When it comes to economics, pessimism is a 
self-fulfilling prophecy. 


As a Jew, I deplore the actions of this Israeli governments 


By Gerald Kaafinan 

THE VIOLENCE and loss 
of life in the Israeli-occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip are the direct responsi- 
bility of Israel's right-wing 
Likud government. 

Yes. of course it can be 
said that the Palestinians 
have overreacted to the 
opening by the Israeli 
authorities of a tunnel for 
tourists leading to the holy 
mountain in Jerusalem on 
which one of Islam's most 
sacred shrines is situated. 
But that overreaction is due 
to the Palestinians’ frustra- 
tion with the refusal of the 
Likud's prime minister, 
Benyamin Netanyahu, to 
maintain the implementa- 
tion of the Oslo peace 
accords. 

Those accords were 
signed by Netanyahu's two 
Labour predecessors as 
prime minister, the* assassi- 
nated Yitzhak Rabin and his 
successor, Shimon Peres, 
vriiom Netanyahu defeated 
by a wafer-thin majority in 
\^t-May*s elation. .. 
■“W^^■''a•4bng 
iA4uch< l(bey used terrorism 
to' advance their cause, the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation <PLO) aban- 
doned violence and negoti- 
ated with Israel. Rabin, who 


loathed the PLO and ie 
chairmaiu Yasser Arafat, 
was statesman enou^ to 
understand his country's 
interests were best »rved 
by ridding Israel of the 
incubus of the Arab-popu- 
lated occupied cemtories 
and taking toe risky pato of 
peace. 

Tragically. Rabin died for 
his beliefs at toe hands of a 
Jewish faiuitic who was 
opposed to toe peace 
process. That fanatic’s bul- 
lets decided the result of the 
May election. P<^lar 
Rabin would have won. 
Peres, a great fighter for 
peace but lacking toe essen- 
tial trust of a sufficient num- 
ber of the Israeli people, lost 
by a few thousand vores. 

So Netanyahu, a slick 
front man with not very 
much behind his podgy 
good looks, took over. He 
and his Likud Party had 
been opposed to the Oslo 
agreements. Tl^y were 
against toe Rabin-Peres pol- 
icy of exeban^ng land for 
peace. Instead, Ist^l >reuld 
give up nothing, and the 
*<RalestiniaH^ would* ha«e<4o 
> smrender •their •- aspirations 
to rule themselves, instead 
living under an otxupying 
power deprived of civil 
rights or even guaranteed 
human rights. 


Bomb outrages by the 
Hamas gang of.Muslim fun- 
dament^sts helped swing 
toe election against Labour. 
Netanyahu persuaded 
enough of toe Israeli people 
that be would make security 
his priority. Too many 
Israelis fell for Mr. 
Netanyahu's glib words. 
Last week's slaughter is the 
result many of us have- 
feared since the Israeli elec- 
tion results. 

But why should we 
worry? Apart from our 
human sympathy, is this tur- 
moil anything to do witli 
us? 

The answer has to be yes. 
For the Middle East is the 
fulcrum of the world's con- 
cerns, the location of the 
most extensive oil reserves 
on earth. The world econo- 
my has still not recovered 
toe shock increase in 
oil prices which was the 
retaliation of Arab countries 
against toe Western world at 
the time of the Yom Kippur 
war in 1973. 

TNvice since. 1948 the 
world has been on the brink 
ofu* imemational. conflict 
because of toose"-Middie 
Eastern warn. Twice, toe 
rulers of Soviet Russia 
threatened the Americans 
that they would intervene 
against Israel if those wars 


were not speedily ended. 

Yes, but surely we do not 
have to worry about an 
East-West conflict any 
more? Russia, even though 
it possesses nuclear 
weapons, has no interest in 
getting involved in conflict 
over the Middle EasL 

But the problem is that it 
is Dot only Russia and 
America which possess 
nuclear weapons. Israel pos- 
sesses a nuclear capability, 
t(X>. however, strenuously 
its gorenunent denies it. A 
new conflict between Israel 
and its neighbours might 
turn into a nuclear conflict 
and that would affect the 
w'hole planet. 

The previous Israeli wars 
were fought with planes and 
tanks. The next one. if it 
should come, will be a mi.s- 
sile war — and the missiles 
could be tipped with nuclear 
warheads. 

So the world has a vital 
uuerest in the riots and 
shooting which have been 
taking place this past week. 
What should be done? 

The West has generally 
been tender with Israel. 
Justified' guilt at ' the 
Holocaust has led to Israel 
regularly being given the 
benefit of the doubt. 

As a Jew. a Zionist and a 
member of a family which 


Israel — caught in the moral maze 


By Martin WooUacott 

THERE IS one group, 
among those in Western 
countries eyeing the dire 
headlines from toe Middle 
East over the last few days, 
who will have read them 
with a particularly intense 
mixture of ' foreboding, 
anger and, in some cases, 
anguish. 

Nanirally people of Arab and 
panicularly Palestinian origin 
who IWe in toe West have their 
own strong emodon.s, but those 
of Jews are in this context more 
critical. From the beginning. 
Israel has lived in symbiosis 
with toe Western diaspora com- 
munities drawing on them for 
.support of every kind. This is 
part of a triangular bargain 
struck between what became 
toe state of Israel. We.stem gov- 
ernments, and Jewish coinmu- 
nicies in North America and 
western Europe during and Just 
alter the World War 11. Both 
govemmems and dia<(pora 
communities underwrite 
Israel's existence, while Israel 
reckons to be at least open to 
toe moderating influence of 
Western leaders. This is one of 
the hidden pillars of toe inter- 
naliooai system, and it must 
now, as on two or three occa- 
sions in the past be under 
severe strvn. >^at happens in 
this interplay is of great impor* 
lonce because policy ia Israel 
springs from it. not usually in 
some immediate sense, but out 
of its slow evolution. 

At its broadest, toe question 
is where is Zonism. a hundred 
years after its inception? "So 
now the gang wants to be 
happy, doe.s it?" toe philoso- 
pher Hermann Cohen is said to 
have snorted, after a Zionist 
tried to convince him of the 
value of the enu^rise on the 
grounds that it would make 
Jews happy. Happiness, 
indeed, is not the word which 
immediately springs lo mind 
when contemplating toe course 
of the Zionist project. 

What was to be a beacon for 
Jews ha.s become also a burden 
and what was to be a place of 
safety for Jews is less safe toon 


anywhere else. As David 
Goldberg points out in his lucid 
and astringent new history of 
Zionist thought. "To The 
Promised Land": ‘Tbe average 
Jew walking toe streets of Los 
Angeles. Golders Green, w 
even Moscow is safer ihoo the 
average Israeli walioDg in 
Jerusalem or Tel Aviv." life for 
toe average Palestinian is even 
less safe. The terrible e^nis in 
toe Holy Land in recem days 
raise again the question of 
whetoer Zionism is an enter- 
prise that can be steered, final- 
ly. into a peaceful berth or 
whetoer it will continue to exbt 
only ai the price of continued 
strife and bloodshed. 

This is not a question that can 
be considered in iso1ati<m. 
Monism was one of many 
extraordinary projects set in 
uain towards toe end of the last 
century, which began as fentas- 
tical and often derided ideas 
and ended with the messy real- 
ities with which we still live 
today. They included the dream 
of revolution in Tsarist Russia, 
toe dream of a British r^lm in 
southern Africa as sketched by 
Rhodes and now being unfold- 
ed again on the television 
screen, toe dream of an inde- 
pendent Ireland, toe dream of 
pan-Turkism, the dream of an 
independent India, to mention 
only a few. These days we 
deconstnict these dreams, 
using such concepts as 
ined communities" to do so. 
spewing of nations as novels 
written by statesmen, and of 
toe need of peopie to be in a 
"narrative" or "story." 

In those days, they were con- 
structing them, sometimes very 
consciously. Theodor Herri 
himself spoke of politics as a 
dream which became a reality 
and which could become a 
dream agair]. "If you will it. it 
is no dream" was toe mono of 
the novel he wrote about the 
Future Jcwi.sh state. 

Mostly, this is toe story of 
modem nationalism, which ha.s 
three obvious characteristics. 
The first is necessity, in that, as 
Ernest Gellner argued, the 
modem world is incon^ivable 
without nationalism and 


nations. They are not an option 
but part of the way we live. The 
second is toe risk involved for 
the human groups who set out 
on these journeys, very few of 
which end up as initially envis- 
aged. a risk both physical and 
moral. The moral risk points to 
toe third characteristic, which 
is that these enterprises are 
always harmful to others, 
sometimes deeply so. Zionism 
has all toese characteristics in 
excess. It was an even more 
farfetched dream toon toe oto- 
ers, proposing to make a nation 
out of disparate Jewries in a 
place in which Jews had not 
lived in any numbers for many 
centuries. It proved riskier for 
those who undertook it toan 
most otoer enterprises and is 
still risky. And it proved exces- 
sively harmful to others, above 
all to Palestinians. 

The ways in which Zionism 
denied and evaded toe 
Palestinian question, toe reality 
of another people awkwardly 
and belligerently present in the 
promised land, are cboned in 
Goldberg's book and in another 
excellent new book. *The 
Controversy of Son", by 
Geoffrey >^eaicroft. Monism 
wa.s brave, idealistic artd dri- 
ven. especially in its early 
years, by great argumenis 
about how sodety should be 
ordered. Agrarian, socialist, 
authoritarian and religious 
schools contended. Yet toe 
moral vacuum at the heart of 
Zionism, the failure lo face up 
to the fact that the dream could 
only be realised at the expen^.e 
of another people, coexisted 
bizarrely. some would say 
obscenely, with toe moral con- 
cerns about Jewish society. 

Yet as Wheatcroft says, it is 
foolish to condemn the arro- 
gance of early Zionism. It was 
of its rime and the times were 
productive of big, adventurous 
projects proposing to remake 
toe globe, with .scam regard f ir 
any who got in toe way. Wli jt 
happened later is another mtu- 
ler. and what is happening now 
anotoer matter still. The world 
in the second half of the 20ih 
century has spent much of its 
time and energy trying to mi>p 


up in the wake of those big 
adventures, including the most 
terrible and evil of all. that of 
Nazi Germany. Hitler's Third 
P.eich and the other fascisms 
a’tide. che-'problera has been to 
try to strike a balance between 
preserving great projects, lo 
v.hich human beings remnin 
deeply attached and without 
which they canaoi in any full 
sense live, and making resriiu- 
lion to those damaged by them. 
For ail the silliness that can 
often be seen in the romantici- 
sntion of toe oppressed, this is 
an essential task, as essential in 
Israel as in America, South 
Africa, Australia, or. to shift 
the focus ' away from 
Westerners, as it should be in 
KurJistun. Kashmir, or Tibet. 

In Israel and among the dias- 
pora. the threats of the present 
can militate against the long 
historicaJ view that books like 
those mentioned offer. In tiie 
diaspora in America and 
Britain, Otlhodox views, often 
simplistically anti-Arab, are 
more influential toan they were 
before. Liberals, whether reli- 
gious or secular, may be losing 
ground. In Israel, there is a 
population of Oriental or 
Russian origin which has few 
connections with and little time 
for pie- 1 948 history. It is in 
that history, however, looked at 
with honesty and a hard eye. 
and with a view to revision. 
Dial salvation lies. 

In Israel, the temptation is to 
forget history and its lessons 
and react only in toe here and 
now, a here and now where 
aggressive forces aim to kill 
you and your family. So they 
have to be smashed and there is 
an end to it. But, as a weary 
Shimon Peres reminded 
Israelis and others recently, 
there is in fact no end to ii That 
is a matter of practical experi- 
ence, for those who can learn, 
but it Is also a matter of moral 
urgency, Israel has still to 
i 'Tive at a reckoning of its 0 ‘vn 
Mos against the Palestinianf: a 
lecognition that Israelis owe 
Palestinians a debt which must 
ai some point be paid. 

The Cuardhin 


lost many kinsfolk in the 
Holocaust, I have shared 
the view that the world 
owes a debt to the Jews and 
therefore to Israel. 

But I believe that, when 
the Israeli voters threw out 
a government dedicated to 
peace and installed 
Netanyahu, they opted to go 
it alone. 

When Netanyahu's prede- 
cessor, Yitzhak Shamir, was 
prime minister before 
Rabin defeated him in 
1992, Shamir, too, refused 
to become involved in 
peace talks and defied U.S. 
requests to talk to the 
Palestinians. 

I recommended to 
President Reagan's national 
security adviser that eco- 
nomic sanctions should be 
imposed upon Israel unless 
it was willing to talk peace 
with the Palestinians. 
Reagan's man said that was 
not possible. There fol- 
lowed the intifada, the 
Palestinian uprising, which 
focused world attention ou 


the Palestinians' griev- 
ances. 

Reagan's successw. 
President Bush, imposed 
economic sanctions on 
Israel by withholding $7.5 
billion worth of loan guar- 
antees needed to settle 
Russian Unmigrants in 
Israel. 

Shamir was forced to the 
peace table in Madrid. 
What Bush did in 1992 the 
West should do now. The 
Oslo accords- are not simply 
a deal between Israel and 
the Palestinians. They are 
international agreements, 
sealed by a hand-shake on 
the White House lawn. 

Netanyahu still needs 
interoational aid. He should 
be told such aid will not be ^ 
forthcoming until be both# 
tallrg peace and implements 
peace. The stakes are far 
too high for us all, and are 
getting higher all the time. 


Daily Mail 


= 

Riding the waves 


! To the Editor: 

ORGANISED BY a local hotel company, the tnun ride 
is an activity you can enjoy. Comfori^ly seated in a 19- 
something-model train compartment, one is taken from 
the railway station in Mabatta through the south eastern | 
suburbsof Amman, ending soutbof the airport inabout 
two and a half hours. 

During the ride, one gets to see a good variety of 
scenery of our country as well as various districts of the 
capital and its environs, among whom those of the most 
needy. 

People living in these quarters, when I was riding the 
train, were stunned to see the train passing in front of 
them with foreign-looking people with big s mil es on 
their faces. And although they seemed quite interesting 
and interested (they were waving and smiling back), 
this is surely not the image we would want to promote 
for Jordan's tourists ^tbere were many tourists with us). 

Being Jordanian, it depresses me to be constantty 
reminded of the huge gap between our socio-economic 
classes. Two 'economic extremes were facing each 
other On the one hand, the watching audience were* 
people living under the poverty line; people who have 
had their economic well-being seriously damaged d up 
to such things as the increase in bread prices, increase 
in the price of water, electricity... etc. On the other band, 
the tr^ riders were the w^tby bunch who hardly 
knew that prices of bread actually increased (not due to 
jack of knowledge, but due to our prosperous lifestyles 
in which bread does- not constitute a big percent^e of 
our expenditures). 

Most tourists, as I am sure, were surprised to know 
such poverty existed in Jordan (recently dubbed the 
Singapore of the Middle Easu. 

And there is another side to the story; when represen - 1 1 
latives of international aid agencies, such as, the World* 
Bai^ Germany's KIW, delegates of the United 
Nwons, or any o^r ricb-country personnel come to 
Jordan with toe aim of promoting economic growth, 
what kind of unages do we show? A newly paved high- 
way road? The palaces of west Amman? Or toe hi^er- 
than-Gerraany per capita Mercedes cars? 

3tc giving toe right image to the wrong 

I revise it will not do much for Jordan’s pride to be 
showmg people coming to Jordan to help us toe sad 
re^ty of our economic prosperity (or lack of it), but 
this IS what should be done; to tourists who come here 
to enjoy themselves, I would recommend they see the 
happy 5 per cent of our people. To anyone vriio comes 
here with toe aim, either direcUy or indirectly, of pro- 
iTOting economic growth, I would recommend they see 
the not-so-happy 95 per cent. 

In toe meantime, Jordanians can still enjoy their 
upcoimng tram rides. *' ^ 


Ramiz T. Bataresb; 

Awiinnn. 

JoMan Times welcomes letters and contributions, 

to tackle.* 

Utten intended for publication, however, should eon- 
tam the writers full name and preferably address as 
well. Names ^ be withheld only upon request and 
social circumstances. Letters are subject to 
“ "" the return 
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^phecv, Cultural peace — a UNESCO way of solving world conflicts 
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By Adnan Nasrawin 

THE WORLD today faces 
various new challenges, 
with new types of conflicu 
w the form of ideologies^, 
racial, religious, social and 
econooiic wars, sp ringi ng 
up eveiywbere. 

' Terrorism and violence 
aie escalating, as do uneni> 
ployment, hate and funda- 
mentalism worldwide. 

These phenomena hamper 
all sort of growth while the 
international diplomacy 

seems incapable of finding 
a reasonable solution to 
tliese growing ills. 

The global crisis that the 
world witnessed in recent 
years, has been illustrated 
and emphasised in a statisti- 
cal study published recently 
by the United Nations ^u- 
cational, ^ientific and Cul- 
tural Organisation 

(UNESCO;. The study 
shows that in d\e last three 
decades, the world has 
experienced 82 global con- 
flicts, of which 79 were 
civil wars. They left victims 
on both sides of the con- 
flict, of which 90 per cent 
were usually innocent civil- 
juns and children. Such was 
the case in ex- Yugoslavia. 
Somalia, Algeria. Rwanda 
and Sudan. 

In view of these realities. 



Federico Mayor 


UNESCO has called for a 
new approach in tackling 
global conflicts: the notion 
of "cultural peace" between 
all nations and races ha.s 
thus been adopted. 

The director general of 
the UNESCO, Federico 
Mayor, stressed the need 
for spreading this adopted 
UNESCO concept in order 
to establish, deepen and 
strengthen the cultural 


peace among all nations. 

Mr. Mayor said: "Factual 
peace cannot be achieved 
unless it is based on virtues 
of justice, freedom, amity 
and cooperation in the 
sense of mental and cultural 
exchange between all 
nations and respecting 
human rights and sharing 
information in a free way.” 

The director general 
stressed the fact that 


llNESCO cannot interfere, 
even with a mediating role, 
in any political activity in 
order to implement cultural 
peace, but that the oiganisa- 
lion is implementing its 
original policy, established 
50 years ago and based on 
providing a proper frame- 
work and environment for 
r^resentatives of ail coun- 
tries to meet, discuss and 
exchange ideas and cultural 
views on all issues. This is 
actually the tenet of the 
origin^ charter of the 
UNESCO which states that 
"wars are created by human 
minds and that is why cas- 
tles of peace should be buUt 
in human minds.” 

France's ex-representa- 
tive at the UNESCO, Hervd 
Bourges, stressed the 
importance of the global 
role of the organisation, 
more than of any other 
United Nations organisa- 
tions. 

He said: "It is well known 
that the United Nations 
depends in its discussions 
and decisions, in a direct 
way, on the principle of 
political power similar to 
other aftiliated organisa- 
tions of the United Nations 
in the sense that it depends 
on technical speciality. In 
this manner, it is then possi- 
ble for UN^CO to facili- 


tate free discussions among 
all Individuals and repre- 
sentatives of all nations to 
{H'ovide coherence in the 
spiritual, educational, cul- 
tural, knowledge and ftiture 
prospectives" 

UNESCO thus remains 
unique in jxoviding a 
framework for all nations to 
deliberate their wishes and 
h(^$ and in strengthening 
and deepening global cul- 
Qiral channels that cater for 
peace; hence, building the 
right cultural peace is a pre- 
requisite for a healthy soci- 
ety. 

It is worth remembering 
th^ UNESCO cot^rates 
with 140 organisations of 
various nature, governmen- 
tal, regional govern- 
mental or non-govemmen- 
lai, which have their own 
operating system and do not 
necessai^y follow the Unit- 
ed Nations' policies. 

UNESCO activities are 
numerous. Presently 
UNESCO, together with six 
other consultant organisa- 
tions affiliated to the United 
Nations, is preparing spe- 
cial educational pro- 
grammes in an attempt to 
deter the spreading of AIDS 
around the world. 

It also participates in 
organising and granting the 


*'Felix Hophei" (in remem- 
brance of the late president 
of the Ivory Coast) annual 
prize which is granted to 
individuals or institutions 
that participate, in a distin- 
guished manner, in helping 
establish peace in the 
world. 

UNESCO’s strategy in 
catering for cultural peace 
in the Arab World, especi^- 
ly in those countries where 
crisis eventually leads to 
hostilities and wars, has a 
distinguished, important 
role. 

UNBISCO and Palestine: 

Since the launching of the 
Arab-Israeli peace treaty in 
the Middle East UNESCO 
has been fully involved in 
the fields of education, cul- 
ture. science, technology 
and communications, guid- 
ing and helping the I^es- 
tinians rebuild their infra- 
stnicture and national insti- 
tutions. 

Thus, in the last two years 
or so, the organisation has 
provided guidance and help 
in accomplishing various 
projects in Palestine. 
Among them were the 
repair and refurbishment of 
17 schools in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank and the 
establishment of pro- 


grammes to upgrade higher 
education standards in the 
Palestinian universities, as 
well as financing various 
projects and programmes to 
sustain the historical places 
and antiquities of Palestine. 
This was achieved by the 
establishment of a Palestin- 
ian centre to ‘control die 
developments in different 
fields, like communica- 
tions, information, educa- 
tion, culture and science. 

UNESCO and Sudan: 

UNESCO has patronised 
a cultural peace conference 
in Khartoum where 1 1 rep- 
resentadves from African 
countries, in addition to 
Sudanese representatives 
from the government and 
the opposition pai^, took 
part At the meeting, Mr. 
Mayor called for all parties 
in conflict in southern 
Sudan to cease war and 
revert to a p^eful settle- 
ment. The matter was fol- 
lowed up by a peace semi- 
nar in the Dutch capital. 
Amsterdam, whose final 
communique emphasised 
the need for both parties in 
conflict in Sudan to pursue 
peaceful discussions, based 
on democratic principles, to 
achieve justice, equality 
and freedom. 


The conflict in Sudan left 
50.000 dead and tens of 
thousands homeless. 

UNESCO and Algeria: 

Denouncing violence in 
Algeria, UNKCO recently 
published a book in three 
languages. Arabic, English 
and French, entitled “Vio- 
lence”. 

In the preface, the book 
denounc^ violence and 
Slates: "UNESCO would 
like, through the words of 
this book, to denounce vio- 
lence, defend forgiveness 
and invite those who have a 
hand in the Algerian con- 
flict to work for and spread 
cultural peace. With no 
exception, this book is 
directed towards all those 
who participate and encour- 
violence and assassina- 
tions, and UNESCO does 
not find or support any 
excuse to all this wasted 
violence which only leads 
to killing and hate and does 
not solve any problem.” 


The wriier is a Jordanian 
Journalist working in Paris 
and at the UNESCO. He 
contributed this article to 
the Jordan Times. 


Pollution widespread throughout Asia 


, - By Uday Khandeparkar 

-;j ri:.; Reuter 

- -iJ 

jp'i; ■/. 5 MANILA — Every year 
-ii- ffr: before the monsoon comes, 
fauodieds of Filipinos risk 
• ’ Li' /I tlieir Jives to eat mussels, a 
r r:i delicacy eaten cooked salt- 
ed or even raw. 

"Eating tahong (mussels) 
is suicide," warned the 
i'l... ^ Philippine daily Inquirer 

newsp^r about the mus- 

psels contaminated by pollu- 

> tion in Manila bay, • . 

'.O i Not all heeded it Byv^ie* 

third week of June. 12 peo- 
pie had died and 106 
V Wn 6 j become sick as a result of 
eating mussels. 

"There is no cure for pig 
headedness," said anodier 
newspaper lamenting that 
. peopte wanted to eat mus- 

- -a'i despite warnings and a 
government ban on selling 

# Getting inured to the dan- 


Tt; 




waves 


gers of pollution is easy in 
Manila and other Asian 
cities where dirty air and 
water are a part of daily life. 

Poisoned shellfish have 
become a seasonal occur- 
rence in the Philippines 
since 1983 and now get lit- 
tle media attention, except 
when people die of it 

Marine pollution has 
a/fected other Asian regions 
as well. 

Around Hong Kong, the 
polluted not just^ 
by Qrbfm waste but by fish-' 
■ ermen. 

These are fishermen who 
catch fish by stunning them 
with a good squin of 
cyanide. The fish is edible 
because cyanide remains io 
the flesh for a short time but 
it kills the reef by allowing 
bacteria and algae to set in. 

Before cyanide fishing 
came into vogue, Hong 
Kong fleets used dynamite 


to blow the fish out of 
water. 

"Hong Kong is beautiful, 
just don't breathe the air," 
said a visitor to the territory, 
voicing a feeling that may 
also exist in relatively clean 
Sydney where officids said 
recently that smog levels 
were well above public 
health standards. 

A health department 
report released last month 
said nearly 400 Syd- 
neysiders • aod •) '-possibly 
' f .'OOO’f’ AuSB^ans^•tltltion- 
' wide died-premafurely each 
year, simply by breathing 
city air. 

Talk of poUudoo-linked 
illnesses is now emerging 
in Cliina as well. In a rare 
admission last month, the 
annual report of the Nation- ' 
al Environmental Protec- 
tion Agency said the situa- 
tion had deteriorated last 


The agency’s Director 
Xie Zbenhua said the dete- 
rioration of the environ- 
ment was responsible fot an 
increase in malignant 
nimours and respirmory 
diseases in both ur^ and 
rural areas. 

Beijing has begun crack- 
ing down on offentto. 
Recently, the Chinese 
authorities detained six fac- 
tory managers for reopen- 
ing stare paper mills that 
courts bad.closediac caus- 
ing pollutioti. •• • • ' 

"Making profits at the 
expense of odier pet^le’s 
hedtfa is not allow^" said 
a local environmentd offi- 
cial. 

But in the poorest Asian 
countries, people and gov- 
ernments are not aware of 
the levels of pollution they 
are facing. 

Asif Shujai, director gen- 
eral of Pakistan's environ- 


mental protection agency, 
told Reuters: "We do not 
have ambient air standards. 
We do not have a continu- 
ous moniutoring network 
because it is very expen- 
sive. 

"Id some areas, the lead 
content is very high, seven 
times higher than die maxi- 
mum recommended by the 
world health organisation,’* 
be said. 

In neighbouring India, an 
.ecoDOnici' pro- 
grammer- launched • in** 199 1 
has -catalysed industry as 
well as pollution. 

The country’s cormneicial 
capital. Bombay, has some- 
tiffles been called slumbay. 
a reference to it being borne 
to Asia’s largest slum where 
highly polluting businesses 
liire leather tanning and tex- 
tile dyeing churn out toxins 
by the tonne. 

A lack of awareness of the 


dangers of pollution pre- 
vents the illiterate ^m 
being environment-friendly. 
The educated are concern^ 
but after years of poverty, 
savouring the benefits of 
wealth are more important 
than being green. 

Restricting car usage, for 
instance, is difficult in India 
because a car is a status 
symbol. 

In the Thai capiiaL 
Bangkok, notorious .for Jts 
/■Xra£ge-jams and SEbogtOffi-> 
I'lcials-ii^ed a stj»ilafl'.prDb- ' 
lem and a- -govenunent 
scheme to influence people 
into taking buses to work 
failed. 

Flouting the rules is a 
major problem in many 
Asian countries. 

Between 19SK) and 1995, 
China passed 14 environ- 
mental laws, 20 administra- 
tive rules and more than 
350 environmental stan- 


dards. Enforcing them is 
proving difficult. 

"All that would happen is 
the bribe would go up." said 
a Pakistani truck operatw 
when be heard of Islam- 
abad's new pollution laws. 
"Most of my trucks will fail 
the test” 

Indonesia has tried to 
overcome the problem by 
holding educational ses- 
sions on environmenc for 

r.fT 

cau^. wqi^B 

surged. .. -sm^ ' Tajeeufra 
passed the enviroaroental 
law in 1982, many are still 
under investigation, accord- 
ing to national police chief 
Dibyo Widodo. 

But in the richer part of 
Asia, awwness of pollu- 
tion is high. In may. about a 
100 asthmatics sued seven 
Japanese automakers say- 
ing tbeir health sufiered 
they and authori- 


ties did not take measures 
fo prevent air pollution. 

Squeaky clean Sin^pore 
is terrified of pollution. 

A concerned Singaporean 
complained in a letter to the 
Straits Times newspaper 
that the holding of wakes 
for the dead was causing "a 
subtle form of environmen- 
tal.pollutioo”. 

: MQunie9g$>,e4l^ed meals 
cooked '-and'' served when 
decay of the'eorpse has' set 
in, be said. 

"There should be some 
form of refrigeration...To 
accommodate people who 
want to pay their last 
respects to tbe departed 
beyond an accepted period 
of perishability,” he said. 


;t: France presses EU to secure active I Palestinians, Israelis open crucial talks today 


role in Middle East peace process 


(Continaed from page 1) 

reforming the EU so it can 
; take in a dozen or so new- 
comers over the next 
decade. 

The EU leaders, seeking 
to reinvigorate talks on the 
bloc’s future, pledged again 
on Saturday to complete a 
new treaty by the middle of 
next year and rejected any 
idea of scaling back its 
scope. 

liie summit was dominat- 
- ^ ed by fears among leaders 
'■! that their plans for reform- 
ing the bloc to accept new 
countries from Eastern 
Europe and the Mediter- 
'*^:Taaean were on shaky 
Aground. 

The leaders emerged 
from an afternoon of dis- 
cussions confinning that 
they want the talks, known 
formally as the Inter-Gov- 
ertunental Conference 
dGC). to finish by June 
1997 and to be substantial. 

*Thete was 

agreemenL..to Feaffirm and 
' keep to the timetable. There 
was also a need, generally 
expressed, to reaffirm the 
ambitions of the IGC," EU 
president Ireland’s govern- 


ment spokesman said. 

Leaders were at pains to 
deny they were scaling 
down their ambitions, after 
speculation prompted by 
German (Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl's comments that more 
reforms would be needed to 
EU institutions even after 
the current treaty talks. 

"We have to get the EU 
ready for enlargement. This 
won't be possible without 
getting results at the IGC,” 
German Foreign Minister 
Klaus Kinkel told reporters. 

But Austrian Chancellor 
Franz Vranitzky noted that 
what the IGC achieved was 
more important than when 
it finished. 

“June 1997 is a desirable 
and realistic target but not 
at the cost of substance.” he 
told reporters. 

Irish Prime Minister John 
Bruton earlier had told his 
colleagues they must not 
put oft tough decisions on 
the bloc’s future in the hope 
that they can settle them 
more easily later on. 

“If it’s difficult to get 
agreement among 15 heads 
of government on a treaty 
to deal with very difficult 
and major problems, obvi- 


ously if we try to do it later 
on, when we have enlarged 
and are more chan 20 mem- 
bers, it will be even more 
difficult,” he said. 

Many countries nonethe- 
less still believe tbe IGC 
will not achieve much until 
after Britain's elections, 
wluch must be held by May 
next year. 

British Prime Minister 
John Major's conservative 
government is opposed to 
many of the changes being 
floated at the IGC, notably 
anything that smacks of a 
loss of sovereignty. 

At the summit, Mr. Major 
was said to be furious about 
comments from European 
Parliament President Klaus 
Haensch that Britain was . 
out of step with Europe and 
had conducted blackmail 
during tbe ‘Iseef war” over 
mad cow disease earlier 
tiiis year. 

Three socialist leaders — 
Mr. Vranitzky, Portugal's 
Antonio Guterres and the 
Netherlands’ Wtm Kok — 
also angered Mr. Major last 
week by endorsing British 
opposition leader Tony 
Blair. 


(Continaed from page 1) 
part. 

Mr. Chriscoper was 
expected to arrive in the 
re^on early on Sunday and 
meet separately with Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Arafat 
before the talks begin. 

On tbe ground, top Israeli 
and Palestinian officers 
toured the Gaza Ship 
together on Friday trying to 
forge a new working rela- 
tionship after pointing their 
guns at one another io the 
clashes but the two sides 
quickly locked horns in a 
dispute over turf. 

Israel announed after the 
joint tour that P^estinians 
had agreed to establish 300- 
metre-deep buffer zones 
around Israeli outposts in 
the Gaza Scrip which 
demonstrators would be 
barred from entering. 

A Palestinian • security 
chief said Israel was lying. 

‘'There is no buffer zone. 
These are Israeli lies and 
Israeli illusions. Hiis matter 
is totally, rejected,” ssdd 
Major Abdul Razek Al 
Majaydeh. general-director 
of Palestinian security 
forces in Gaza. 

Joint Israeli-Palestinian 
patrols have ground to a 
halt in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip, in areas where 


Lese majeste case deferred until Thursday 


. r 


((^ontinoed from page 12) 

ly surrendered to the 
authorities on Thursday 
accompanied by 

lawyers and Deputy 
- ^alil Haddadin (Amman). 

Several journalists face 
charges stemming 
their coverage of the unrest 
in the south, but most of 
them involve alleged viola- 
tions of the Press and Publi- 


cations Law. Others are 
related to charges of direct 
involvement in inciting the 
unrest and in violent ram- 
pages against public and 
private property. 

Four journalists from Al 
Bilad weekly face charges 
of violating the Press and 
Publications Law. The 
weekly is accused of carry- 
ing “unfounded and inaccu- 
rate reports that instigate 


public passion.” They will 
be tried by a special court 
that deals with violations of 
the press law. 

Reporter Fuad Hussein of 
Al Aswaq, who remains in 
detention, faces charges of . 
instigating .sedition. It is 
not known when Mr. Hus- 
sein. who was arrested on 
Aug. 19, will be put on 
trial. 

Mr. Hussein, known to be 


a pFO-lraq Baath Party 
activist, is a member of the 
executive council of tbe 
Jordan Press Assodatioc, 
and head of its frosdoms 
coinnuttee. 

Gsama Rantissi, chief 
editor of AJ Abali, faces 
charges of violating the 
Press and Publications Law. 
Al Ahali is the mouthpiece 
of tbe Jordan People's 
Democratic Party. Several 


Jewish settlements and 
Isr^ soldiers remain 
pending a final accord But 
a Palestinian security offi- 
cial in Jenin said on Friday 
Joint patrols would resume 
in tbe West Bank town on 
Sunday. 

Tbe Palestinians have put 
tbeir stone-throwing war 
against tbe Israelis on bold 
pending the talks. The 
negotiations are open- 
ended but Palestiaian 
spokesmen have warned 
that if they fail, more vio- 
lence could break out, and 
Israeli officials say they are 
taking tbe wanting serious- 
ly* 

The Israelis have recipro- 
cated the lull by withdraw- 
ing some of the tanks it 
moved to hills overlooking 
West Bank towns following 
the gunbattles. but they 
remain close by. Israel has 
lifted its blockade of Betb- 
lebem and Jenin, and has 
indicated that other West 
Bank towns will get si milar 
relief if the quiet continues. 

The Palestinians are 
demanding that Mr. 
Netanyahu set a date for tbe 
long-delayed withdrawal of 
Israeli tre^s from most of 
Hebron. 

Israel will demand that 
the Palestinian police who 
take over Hebron carry pis- 


members of tbe party are 
among those expected to go 
on trial on charges of iosti- 
gatiug/direct involvement 
in the southern riots. 

Hilmi Al Asmar, chief 
editor of Al Sabeel, the 
weekly of tbe mainstream 
Muslim Brotberiiood move- 
ment. was released last 
week after several days of 
detention after Al Sabeel 
published a report of 


lols, DOC automatic rifles, 
army radio reported Satur- 
day. The Palestinians have 
refused to renegotiate tbe 
arrangements agreed upon 
with the previous Labour 
govemmenL 

In tbe Washington talks 
Mr. Netanyahu refused to 
give a date for the redeploy- 
menL 

State Department 

spokesman Nicholas Bums 
said Friday that Mr. 
Christopher wants quick 
results. 

"We hope that these talks 
will be conducted with a 
great deal of urgency, whh 
coopmtion on both sides, 
and that we'll see results as 
soon as that is possible," 
Mr. Bums said. 

Meanwhile, Hebron spent 
its 1 0th day under a curfew 
imposed after the fighting 
and continued through the 
Jewish festival of Sukkot 
ending Saturday uighL 

About 50 Israeli peace 
activists visited Hebron 
Saturday to show solidarity 
with its 120,000 Palestini- 
ans. 

The West Bank and Gaza 
Strip were largely quiet 
Saturday, altbou^ Israeli 
troops used tear-gas in the 
Al Aroub refugee camp 
near Hebron against stone- 
throwing youths. 


alleged torture of an 
Islamist activist in deten- 
tion. 

Tbe government denied 
the report, describing it as 
totally baseless and aimed 
at undermining the credibil- 
ity of the executive authori- 
ty. Officials said Mr. Asmar 
was released on bail pend- 
ing trial, but the Journalist 
maintained that be was 
freed unconditionally. 


Strength will not bring 
security — ^Mubarak 


(Omtmued bom 1) 


Mr. Mubarak warned 
that Mideast pea» could 
not be achieved "in the 
absence of commitment to 
the correct guidelines ... of 
tbe Madrid conference." 
He referred to tbe 1991 
meeting in Spain that 
opened tbe current peace 
process on die basis of 
Israel ceding land in 
exchange for peace. 

Tbe Egyptian leader also 
took a jab at Mr. 
Netanyahu's concern over 
Egypt’s lO^lay military 
manoeuvres in the Sinai 
peninsula last monffi. 
Tbuted as the largest ever, 
the exercises involved 
35,000 solffiers and 
involved crossing the Suez 
Canal and ucdtig a 
besieged canal city, remi- 
niscent of the 1973 war. 

Mr. Mubarak praised the 
army for its performance 
during the Badr manoeu- 
vres and said that a strong 
Egyptian army was a 
necessity if peace and sta- 
bility were to be main- 
tain^ in tbe Mickfle East 

Tbe volatile region 
116 ^ "a sufficient 
defence force that allows 
Egypt to perfonn its vital' 
role wMch no one can 
detract from, or be suspi- 
cious of,’* Mr. Mubai^ 
said. 

’*We hope that the Octo- 
ber war is the last because 
wars spell destmetion... 
But peace is not made nor 
does its roots flourish in 
the absence of the princi- 
ples of equality that have 
been drafted by the 
mtemational community,** 


he said. 

"^Ve are living in a 
region that is still liable to 
a lot of dai^gers chat sub* 
jea it to a lot of threats ... 
It is a kind of self-delu- 
sion to rely on good inten- 
tions,’’ Mr. Mubarak said. 

" History has taught 
Egypt to maintain a strong 
and able army — not for 
making war or for aggres- 
sion but to ensure peace 
and stability.” 

"Egypt is the corner- 
stone of regional stability 
and its security is ransom 
to Egypt's ability to pro- 
tect itself ... We need a 
strong defence force that 
enables us to fulfill this 
vital role,” he a dd ed. 

Egyptian Defence Min- 
ister Mohammad Tantawi 
saM his forces could deal 
with an Israeli attack using 
nuclear or other weapons 
of mass destruction. 

Israeli media said last 
month Mr. Ne(anyahu*s 
defence team had been 
debating the significance 
of the recent Egyptian 
exercises, the lamest since 
1993. 

Mr. Mubarak also said 
he hoped th^ would be 
significant progress in 
peace negotiations 

between the Palestinians 
and Israel before an eco- 
nomic summit scheduled 
for November in Cairo 
which aims at including 
Israel in tbe r^onal econ- 
omy. 

"Real movement in tbe 
peace track ... revives hope 
of the people in the region 
and sets tte stage for real 
regional cooperation," he 
said. 


t 


Economy 

U.S. lowers trade barriers 
on Palestinian products 


Jordan Times, Sunday, October 6, 1996 


CHAUTAUQUA, New 
York (AFP) — TheUmted 
States has lowered trade 
barriers on all products 
imported from the Gaza 
Strip and West Bank in an 
effort to spur economic 
development in Palestinian- 
held territories. 

The trade initiative, giv- 
ing President Bill Clinton 
the authority to provide 
duty-free treatment to Gaza 
Strip and West Bank prod- 
ucts, "provides tangible 
U-S. support for the peace 
process and promotes 
greater economic coopera- 
tion among Israel. Jordan. 
Egypt and the Palestinian 
National Authority." the 
White House said in a state- 
ment issued here. 

The measure, included in 
u bill Mr. Clinton has 
signed into law. will put 
Palestinian exports on an 
equal footing with Israeli 
products. 

‘This new trade initiative 
reflects the continuing 
commitment of the United 
States to help open new 
economic opportunities for 
the Palestinian people, a 
vital element of the declara- 
tion of principles signed at 
the While House in Sep- 


tember 1993.” the statement 
added. 

The office of die U.S. 
trade representative said in 
a statement that “products 
of the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip and of industrial 
zones established on the 
borders of Israel and Jordan 
and Israel and Egypt will 
enjoy duty-free entry into 
the United States, treatment 
identical to that currently 
provided products of Israel 
under the Israel-U.S. free 
trade agreement" 

In exchange for the new 
measure, the Palestinian 
National Authority pledged 
to lift trade barriers on U.S. 
imports and the Palestini- 
ans "will support all efforts 
to end the Arab League 
boycott of Israel in all its 
respects." the White House 
said. 

Meanwhile. European 
Union (1^) foreign minis- 
ters have moved to boost 
the autonomy of the Pales- 
tinian territories, issuing a 
green light for the Euro- 
pean Commission to nego- 
tiate an accord to increase 
trade and polidcal ties. 

The proposed accord mir- 
rors similar deals the EU 
has already concluded with 


Israel. Morocco and 
Tunisia as part of its strate- 
gy of creating a vast Euro- 
Mediterranean area of free 
trade and political coopera-: 
tion. 

“This will reinforce the 
message that the EU sees 
the Palestinians as fiill part- 
ners in the emerging Euro- 
Mediterranean zone." a 
commission spokesman 
said. 

Because the Palestinian 
authorities have no 
international legal status, 
the accord will be formally 
concluded between the EU 
and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (TLO). 

As well as increasing the 
access of Palestinian prod- 
ucts to European ma^ts, 
the new accord will also 
provide for increased aid to 
the territories. 

Since 1993. the EU has 
spent 320 milljon ECUs 
($416 million ) in aid in the 
Palestinian territories. The 
commission has repeatedly 
expressed concern that 
Israel's closures of the terri- 
tories has resulted in the aid 
being used for emergency 
supplies rather than to fund 
educational, medical and 
mftastmctural projects. 


IMF calls for drastic 
labour-market reform 
in European states 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has called for 
drastic reform in Europe's 
labour market, saying high 
unemployment rates were 
aggravating budget deficits. 

The overall unemploy- 
ment rate in the European 
Union this year is 1 1 .4 per 
cent, up 0.2 per cent from 
1995, the IMF said in its 
semi-annual Worid Eco- 
nomic Outlook report 

Among the (^roup of 
Seven industrialised 
nations, France has the 
highest unemploymenf rate 
— 12.4 per cent in 1996 
and a predicted 12.1 per 
cent for 1997, followed by 
Italy (12.2 and 11.S per 
cent) and Germany (10.3 
and 10 per cent). 

The traced nearly 80 
per cent of all unemploy- 
ment in Europe to structur- 
al causes wtucb cannot be 
absorbed even by strong 
economic growth. ■ 

Without widespread 
reforms, there is a real risk 
that unemployment will 
continue to rise in Europe, 
the report said. 

The unemployment rate 
in Europe ‘*tepFesents a 


considerable underutilisa- 
tion of labour resources, 
which has reduced poten- 
tial output and exacerbated 
budgetary pressures,” the 
IMF said. 

To many countries there 
is great reluciance to modi- 
fy labour market regula- 
tions. benefits and privi- 
leges that are widely per- 
ceived to be social achieve- 
ments but which contribute 
to persistently high unem- 
ployment and social exclu- 
sion by keeping labour 
costs atove warranted lev- 
els for low-productivity 
workers and by reducing 
incentives to work and cre- 
ate jobs," the IMF said. 

The report accuses Euro- 
pean politicians of being 
excessively timid in man- 
aging the issue, and recom- 
mends lower unemploy- 
ment benefits over shorter 
periods, with stricter stan- 
dards for applicants. 

The IMF also proposes 
cutting social security 
deductions for low-wage 
workers, lowering the mini- 
mum wage, revising job- 
security legislation and 
linking salaries to job per- 
formance. 


S. Arabia slashing current account deficit — officials, bankers 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Saudi Arabia's current- 
account deficit is projected 
to sink even lower in 1996 
after dropping over the past 
few years, officials and 
bankers have said. 

From about $9.1 billion 
in 1994, the deficit shrank 
to nearly $5.S billion in 
1995 and it could dip to 
$4.3 billion in 1996. 

“This means the Saudi 
cuiTBDt-account deficit will 
improve by around 21 per 
cent in 1996 over the previ- 
ous, year,” the Ato Dhabi- 
basbd Arab •i'.i'i Monetary 
Fund (AMF) iisaid . in its 
quanerly report on member 
states. 

The current account cov- 
ers the difference between 
the inflow and outflow of 
goods, services and cash 
remittances in a certain 
period of time. 

But bankers in the king- 
dom said they expected the 
deficit to be even lower by 
the end of 1996. noting that 
the AMF report could have 
been prepar^ before crude 
prices surged by more than 


$3 in the past few weeks as 
a result of the U.S.-Iraq cri- 
sis. 

The price of the Organi- 
sation of Petroleum 

Exporting Countries' 

(OPEC's) basket of seven 
crudes averaged about $18 
in the first h^ of 1996 but 
by Sept. 12. it reached 
$ 1 9. 1 7. the highest average 
price since the oil boom of 
the early 1980s. 

'The deficit in the Saudi 
current account could go 
below $4 blUioo as oil 
.prices are forecast to 
'remain strong dui^ the 
l»t quailef wful^fhere waT 
no sharp increase in 
imports,” a Riyadh-based 
ba^er said. 

AMF figures showed 
Saudi exports were project- 
ed to grew by about 3.8 per 
cent to $46.9 billion in 
1996 while imports will 
likely rise by 4.7 per cent to 
nearly $22.1 billion . 

This will create a trade 
suiplus of $24.8 billion . 
which will be reflected in 
the current account 

Saudi Arabia, die world's 


largest oil producer and 
exporter, has been undergo- 
ing reforms to revive its 
economy and tackle a per- 
sistent budget deficit, lliey 
include spending cuts, pri- 
vatisations and investment 
law improvements. 

A decline in oil prices 
after the end of the Gulf 
war and huge payments for 
the liberation of Kuwait 
from Iraqi invasion forces 
sapped the Gulf kingdom's 
coffers and widened its 
budget deficit to its highest 
ever level, at $31.6 billion. 
T-be'^cunenr account '-also 
recorded its worst gap bt 
$27.6 bilUoa,' nearly 24 per 
cent of the gross domestic 
product. 

Exerts said tackling die 
deficit in the budget and the 
current account was essen- 
tial for the success of eco- 
nomic reforms. 

“Economic success is 
judged mainly by the coun- 
try's ability to control its 
budget deficit and the bal- 
ance of payment,” an eco- 
nomic expert said. 

Countries with a persis- 


tent account deficit are 
advised by ±e 
[otemational Monetary 
Fund and other institutions 
to boost exports and limit 
imports. Apart from oil, 
Saudi Arabia has sought to 
increase other exports by 
expanding petrochemied 
production and light indus- 
trial products. But remit- 
tances by foreign workers 
remained relatively high as 
tiiey account for a large 
part of its workforce of 
around five million. 


Given its heavy reliance 
on oil-export earnings, 
price changes have a direct 
impact on its economy, 
wltich grew by around 4.2 
per cent in nominal terms 
in 1995. nearly triple the 
growth rate in 1994. 

The AMF, the Arab 
League's main financial 
organisation, said growth 
was projected to reach 6.2 
per cent in 1996 due to 
higher oil prices and an 
upturn in the banking and 
industrial sectors. 


THE Daily Crossword by Sefton Boyars 


ACROSS 
1 Cried 
. 5 Skill 
1 0 Novice 

14 Winglike 

15 Reject 

1 6 Be in charge 

17 "Pretty Woman- 
star 

18 One of Houston 
nine 

19 NVcity 

20 — Saint (Grant 
co-star) 

22 Grant's ghostly 
movie 

24 Arabian 
sultanate 

25 she blows!" 

26 Looked -fiercely 
29 Most effusive 

33 — Roy- 

34 Passover dinner 

36 Italian city 

37 Declare openly 
39 Barrier or boom 

I 41 Revise copy 
I 42 Symbol of valor 
44 Second planet 

46 Netheriands 
commune . 

47 Musical 
Introductions 

49 "-r the rub" 

51 Tree knot 

52 Incline 

53 “His Girl — " 
(Grant film) 

56 Grant film 

60 Italian beach 
resort 

61 Dirt 

63 Coifs mom 

64 Image 

65 Resides 

.66 Circular cheese 

67 Strike 
repeatedly 

68 Signs 

69 Late show host 

DOWN 
1 Pay 
2Hgt. 

3 Yugoslavian 
money 

4 Quiver 

5 Party game 
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52 





53 
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■ 

56 
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58 

59 

60 




61 

82 
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63 




64 




65 





66 




67 




68 





69 





0 1996 Tribune Meda Sennoee, Inc. 
Al lights reeened 


6 Varnish 
ingredient 

7 Before: pref. 

8 In favor of 

9 Pledges, old 
st^e 

10 and the 
Passion* (Grant 
movie) 

11 Squeal 

12 Roue 

13 Aroma 

21 lA city 

23 Luau location 

25 City on the Po 

26 Mother's ^ther, 
famlliariy 

27 Paramour 

28 Home 

29 Hereditary 
factors 

30 Sea duck 

31 Sarcastic 

32 Heads: Fr. 

35 White clifis 

place 

38 "— Run" (Grant 
film) 


u 

□ 

D 

Q 

□ 

n 

Q 

□ 


u 

U 

U 

B 

□ 

Q 



I R|A|R|AH 
I C E DM 
S R A 'dM'c 
BEL lFIh 


□QBQQB Diiaa 



40 Charm, In a child 
43 Roman moon 
goddess 
45 Catch (as fly 
balls) 

48 Fluorescent 
material 
50 Hard finish 
52 Light measure 


53 Toss 

54 Paddy plant 

55 False god 

56 Yield 

57 FL county 

58 Persian (aulf 
land 

59 Verne captain 
62 Lip 


Morocco draws 
bleak rural picture, 
sets strategies 


RABAT fR) — In a critical 
look at itself, Morocco has 
drawn a bleak picture of 
life for its rural people, 
especially women, and set 
priorities to tackle key 
problems in economic and 
social development during 
the next five ^ars. 

A government repoit, 
drawn up with the United 
Nations, says that since the 
successes of 1983-1990 the 
pursuit of growth and 
efforts to achieve economic 
balances have run out of 
steam. 

“Macroeconomic indica- 
tors have deteriorated, 
growth has been insuffi- 
ciently strong to improve 
employment and cut the 
jobless rate, alleviation of 
poverty has been weakened 
throu^ recurrent droughts 
and social indicators 
remain below the average 
achieved by some countries 
with intermediate 

incomes,” it says. 

Morocco's gross domes- 
tic product is expected to 
grow by about 1 1 per cent 
this year, to around 330 bil- 
lion diihams ($39 billion), 
a^r falling 7.6 per cent 
last year tiirough a cata- 
strophic drought. The 

unemployment rate is offi- 
cially 16 per cent but oppo- 
sition unions say it is about 
23 per cent. 

The report, "Note of 
National Strategy" for 

1996-2000. calls for 

— Diversifying national 
production, especially 
because of the way weather 
affects the all-important 


farming sector. 

— Making greater efforts 
with national savings 
because of weak invest- 
ments. 

— Improving productivi- 
ty by streamlining manning 
levels in the 10 -million 
strong workforce. 

It seeks rapidly increased 
exports to ftiel investmenL 
particularly by promoting 
private enterprise to 
become the main engine for 
free-market economic 
growth. 

It also wants to boost 
tourism, which after expa- 
triate remittances is Moroc- 
co's second biggest foreign 
currency earner — worth 
$500 million in the first five 
months of 1996. 

Morocco, whose main 
exports are farm products, 
phosphates, leather and tex- 
tiles, must also open its 
export economy to encour- 
age overseas investors to 
move in, cut its public 
deficit master inflation — 
running at 3.8 per cent last 
June — and aim for higher 
reserves and a stable cur- 
rency. 

"These options suppose 
that the state disengages 
itself from economic activi- 
ties where the private sector 
can be competitive and 
refocuses its role on essen- 
tiaJ missions," the report 
says. 

Morocco already has a 
programme to privatise 1 14 
firms by the end of 1998. It 
has floated more than 40 
since 1993. 


THE BETTER HALF, 

©lASBE^S 


By Glasbergen 



“Quick, find my computer manual — 
my screen saver broke loose!” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Hontf Arnold and AruMon 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter U> each square, to Ibirn 
four ordinary words. 


SKyE>Y‘ 

-X^ 


0«e MUB IMi Smkn. 


GLIVI 


1 

m 

•1 

KORSEM 


mmmm 


REMMEB 



_ 

□ 



Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the aurprtse answer, as sug- 
gested by the aboM cartoon. 

-—'-crxxrm rxxi :i 

(Answers tomorrow) 

VfesiBrrfay-s I 'Ju'nUes: HOVEL CLEFT BEWARE SUBTLY 
I Answer He described his wifeS new hairstyle as - 
SHEAR FOaV 


Peanuts 



Andy Capp 




HOROSCX)PE - 
FORECAiyr 
FOR SUNDAY, 
OCTOBER 6, 1996 

By Thomas S. Pier^m, 
Mvolager, CarrdB 
Rigktcr Foundation 

ARIES; (March 21 i 
April 19) \bu at this tixne 
understand how a new set- 
up with your friends can 
prove advantaget^ 
your career activities 
Study all these angles 
tonight and constnief 
some course of action 
which will be quite brae- 
ficial to vou. 

TAURUS; (April 20 
May 21 ) Plan any changes 
you want to m^e today 
which will improve your 
position both in peisonal 
and business Life. Lat^ 
this evening can be quite 
beneficial if you will dis- 
cuss your ideas witb a big- 
wig and gain the insig^E 
you need. 

GENUNl: (May 21 
June 21 > Pris'ate affairs 
don’t seem to wsk oat 
right today, so seek out 
utber methods of opera- 
tion and .stick to your decs 
sion. Make a new plan 
later this evening with 
your mate and achieve 
happiness in each others 

company. 

MOON CHILDREN 
(June 22 to July 21) 
Revise your daily routines 
today so that you get more 
ben^ts from your efforts. 
Plan wisely whaieveryOur 
career activities are 
make the best from every 
c^iportunity. Later tins 
evening meet witii close 
friends good times. 

LEO: (July 22 toAugOst 
21 ) Study bow best t^y 
lo-anange your affairs at 
borne and outside so make 
tile best of every' qjpoitu- 
nity. Being very devoted 
to your mote is wise at this 
time so do whatever he oc 
she asks and gain great 
harmony there. 

VIRGO: (Augost 22 to 
September 22> Whittle 
your ima^radve ideas 
down today id a workable 
’So th^ ypii can.h^ 
cUe 'evety aBloh 
is present. Gain die know- 
how you need and be 
happy in developing 
pl^ of action for yoor 
success. 

LIBRA: (September 23 
to Cklober 22) Know 
what your responsibilities 
to others are today and 
how best to dis^aige 
them .to achieve every 
opportunity. Listen to 
your mate’s wants and 
decide on some apjxopri.- 
ate course of action to 
your goals. 

SCORPIO; (October 23 
to November 21) If yew 
want to solve a dilfic^ 
with one who is^'as self- 
opimonated as you today, 
you will have to cod^bot 
. mise and meet this person 
half way. . this 

everting will be good fos. 
cHscussions abolit career 
activities whidi are atbead. 
SAGITTARIUS: 
(November 22 to Dtcaor^ 
ber 21) Find a benertw^ 
to do your career activities^ 
today so that you rid 6£ 
a source of con6eriL 
Entertain coni^it -w 
close friends fellow 
associates and thereby 
you can makie the effort to 
gain success and prestige.'- 
CAPRICORN: tDeceitir 
ber 22 to January 20) Plan 
time today for 
which friends you want-to 
see in the days ahead, 
however be with a bosont 
pal tonight and decide m 
what course of actitwyqu 
intend to pursue for you lo j 
achieve success in your 
.career activities. •; 
AQUARIUS: (Jaouay 21 
to February l9>Tiynottb 
disagree tod^ about 
outside at 

home wfdch 'may not be' 
relevant to ar^ <ini?ann 
f»went currently: This 
EQEty bring more ihan you 
■bar^ned for, m be 
ptired to handle 001 ^' 
corns which come up. . 
PISCES: (Fd)niafy ^ 
March 20) yoot- 

vjHoa today and gftt lOKf 
more worthwhile acti^ 
ties so , that yni cu' 
become more sBccesi# 
hater this eveoibg 
guite productive 
consult with a bigvdg ^ ‘ 
get his dr her ^vica. ’' ; 

Birtftstone of Octob^. 
Opal TontinailiiMi.''- 
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Business & Finance 


Jordan Times, Sunday, October 6, 1996 


Investors convert Hisbeh into modem shopping village 

.By Christie Schlegl bvTaveh.rfn.T„, r ^ £? 


By Christma Schlegl 
^>ecud to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Hisbeh 
(the old vegetable market ) 
oa the edge of Weibdat is 
being converted into a H )3 
million modern shopping 
village for the whole family 
and is supposed to serve as *a 
tourist attraction as well. 

The renovation [»ojecc, 
which is being undertaken 


by Tayebat for Touristic and 
Real Estate Investments, is 
expected to be finished by 
the ^ginning of November 
Md is scheduled to open its 
doors in March 1997, 
Nadine Kharoba the compa- 
ny's marketing coordinator 
told the Jordan Times. 

The new market is certi- 
fied by the Ministry of 
Tourism and Antiquities as 
3 tourist and cultural site 


and thus will be unique in 
Amman. 

A brochure publicised by 
the owners compares the 
mart to famous and cen* 
luries-old market places 
like Hamidiyeh in Damas- 
cus. Safafir in Baghdad, 
Bab AJ Amud in Jerusalem 
and Khan el IChalili in 
Cairo. 

Eastern Amman, wherein 
lies Weihdat, has a popula- 
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tion of about SOO.CKX) peo- 
ple, and 17 per cent of its 
residents live in the area of 
the market. 

The entire marketpls^ 
comprises 29,000-squafe- 
metres and will include 
more than 300 stores and 
restaurants. 

According to the contrac- 
tors. it wilt provide jobs fm* 
more than 8(X) people. 

Mrs. Kharoba said there 
will be all kinds of stores 
such as fashion and jew- 
ellery, traditional h^di- 
crafts and coffee shops n&it 
to well-known fast-food 
places like McDonald's, 
Pizza Hut and Popeye's. 

The rescaurams, which 
will be located in the mail's 


centre, are surrounded by 
trees and recreational areas 
as well as a fountain, Mrs. 
Kharoba added. 

The village will also be 
equipped with all necessary 
facilities — public and 
basic services — like elec- 
trici^, water supply, 
telecommunications, a 
mosque, a car park designed 
to accommodate 250 vehi- 
cles, a post office, banks, a 
medical centre, restrooms 
and a pubUc security team, 
the brochure stated. 

The company plans to 
launch a publicity campaign 
to attract tourists, local visi- 
tors and shoppers. 

The management will also 
arrange special events in 


cooperation with the 
investors to coincide with 
holidays such as Ramadan, 
Eid AJ Fitr, Eid al Adha in 
addition to various festivals 
scheduled to take place dur- 
ing the olive and harvest 
season and during spring 
time. Mrs.Kbaroba said. 

The attraction will also 
include a hotel run by the 
project's management with 
up to 50 beds, characterised 
by an Islamic motif that 
will distinguish the market, 
she said. 

The owners did not tear 
down the old buildings but 
instead renovated them and 
added new ones with the 
same flavour. Mrs. Kharoba 
said. 


Record flow of 
private capital 
in emerging 
markets — IIF 
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WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
The net flow of private cap- 
ital in emerging markets 
will hit a record $225 bil- 
lion in 1996. compared 
with S20S billion last year, 
according to figures pub- 
lished by the Listitutc of 
Imemational Bnance (IIF). 

The IIF, a group of luigc 
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commercial banks world- 
wide, said the 8.1 per cent 
hike reflects a record rise in 
the is.suonce of bonds, a 
substantial increase in 
direct foreign invcsrmeni 
and the continued ini’esl- 
ments of mutual funds and 
insurance companies. 

The relative weakness of 
interest rates in the Group 
of Seven countries will help 
maintain the healthy flow 
of capital, said the IIP. 
which comprises the 220 
top intemationai, commer- 
ci^ banks. 

Direct investments will 
account for half of the flow 
in 1996. with $109.8 bil- 
lion. compared to $100.2 
billion in 1995. Bonds will 
represent S33.8 billion, 
compared to $24.4 billion, 
the institute said. 

Equity inve.stmenLs, 
meanwhile, are expected to 
drop slightly to $74.7 bil- 
lion from $75.7 billion, 
while the net flow of public 
dollars and multinational 
lending institutions will 
drop $14 billion compared 
to S46.9 billion in 1995. the 
IIF said. 

The figures show that 
there is a “new era'’ in 
intemationai finance, said 
UF Director General 
Charles Dallara in a news 
conference. 

The substantial presence 
of private capital Im meant 
that the international Mon- 
etary Fund (IMF) and the 
World Bank no longer have 
a dominant role in flow of 
capital. 

But each has an important 
role in keeping an eye od 
and seA’ing as a catalyst for 
structural reforms in >tl^ 
economies of> developing 
countries ond> those in tran- 
sition. he said. 

Mr. Dallara also said that 
^ evolution of 
intemationai finance ren- 
ders useless the London 
Club, created in the 1980s 
by private lenders for 
developing countries con- 
fronted with a debt crisis. 
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^ review of news jrom ihe ‘j^raSic press 


Direct^ indirect subsidies 
to cost JD 120m in 1997 

** SUBSIDIES FOR basic foodstuffs (sugv, rice, milk 
and a small percentage of barley and com) will amount to 
about JD 55 million in the 1997 budget. Supply Minister 
Munir Sobar has said. The figure excludes the cash pay- 
ment in compensation of the bread subsidy, which 
amounts to JD 65 million and which has become the 
responsibility of the Ministry of Finance, the minister 
added. He pointed out that the total subsidy which, in 
both forms, amounts to JD 120 mini on and will be JD 40 
million less than the allocation of JD 160 milli on for sub- 
sidies in 1996. 

Mr. Sobar indicated that the output of flour at private 
mills has dropped by 44 per cent and that is “a solid proof 
chat bread consumption has actually declined.” There are 
seven flour mill s throughout the IGngdom but only one 
•Si mill at Juweidah is owned and operated by the Ministry 
of Supply. 

The minister revealed that the Cabinet has decided few 
days ago to allow live sheep imports without obliging the 
importers to also import fodder to feed the cattle for a 
whole month. As such, he said, importers can buy their 
nee^ of fodder from the Ministry of Supply or any other 
suitable mean. 

The new policy comes after the government raised the 
prices of barley from JD 85 to JD 120 per tonne and of 
bran from JD 52 to JD 100 per tonne and of maize from 
JD 120 to JD 165 per tonne (AI Dusiour). 

Tough penalties stressed 
in new trade marks law 

** THE MINISTRY of Industry and Trade is currently 
preparing a new draft law for trade marks lo amend a 
1952 law that still applies until now. According to a 
source at the ministry, the new law will facilitate the pro- 
cedures to resister trade marks and . will minimise the 
bureaucratic measures in such a process. The source 
Stressed that the new draft law will be a deterrent to any- 
one who tries to forge trade marks and promote it in the 

market as original. ^ , . 

J Noting that the presence of inmaied goods m the 1^ 
market ha s increased recently and that some people have 
taken it as a profession to copy trade marks, the source 
said that the new law will lou^en the penalties on viola- 
tors. The draft law. is expected for completion soon in 
order to present it to the Council of Ministers for discus- 
sion and approval (Al Dustoun. 
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FOR RENT 

- 3 bedrooms apartment in 
Shmeisani, second floor, 
220 sq.m. 

- 3 bedrooms in Al Rabia 
area, third floor, 1 90 sq.m. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
^ Fax: 810520 J 
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AUTOBESTAL. 

What Kind of 
Car Do You 
Need Today ? 
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Leonardo da Vinci 

Authentic Italian Cuisine 
Established 1977 
Open: Lunch: 12:30 - 3:30 
Dinner 7:30-11:30 
Located in Amman 
Rnancial District 
Shmeisani 

Tei.: 662441 I 606281 
Free Vatlet Paildng 

i Reservation Required 
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10 Sports 

Spotlight switches from | judge sends striking baseball umpires back to work 

Euro 96 to World Cup 



LONDON (R) — After a summer dominat- 
ed by Euro 96, the World Cup returns to 
centre-stage with 29 matches in 27 coun- 
tries taking place in Europe and South 
America over the next few days. 

The two-year qualifying process for a 
place in France in 1998 began last April, but 
a clearer picture of the wfays and wherefor- 
es of the qualilying comperition will only 
start to appear later next week. 

The World Cup bonanza kicks off with 
seven marches on Saturday and two on 
Sunday. Two more follow next Tuesday and 
on Wednesday there are IS — 14 in Europe 
and four in South .America. 

European champions Germany. 1994 
World Cup runners-up Italy, and likely 
qualifiers Croatia and the Netherlands all 
t^gin their campaigns in the next few days, 
with the Dutch facing a tricky visit to Wales 
in a group seven match on Saturday night. 

Arsenal forward Dennis Bergkamp has 
been ruled out of the Dutch side because of 
the hamstring strain that has kept him out of 
his club's last four games. 

He was not able to train with the Dutch 
squad on Thursday and that prompted 
coach Guus Hiddink to decide not to risk 
him against tbe Welsh. 

Hiddink said; “I decided last night not to 
play Dennis. His injury appeared rather 
weak and he could only do the warm-up 
exercises.” 

Ajax defender Winston Bogarde is anoth- 
er doubtful starter because of an injury to 
his left foot, but Hiddink. who wUl not 
name his team until just before kick-off. 
said that Bogarde would “probably be 
available”. 

Italy are likely to start their group two 
campaign, away to Moldova on Saturday, 
with a bold attacking trio of Fabrizio 
RavaneUi, Pierluigi Casiraghi and Enrico 
Chiesa. 

Coach Arrigo Sacchi says that injuries to 
key players Alessandro Del Piero and 
Demetrio .Aibertini has left him little option 


but to opt for a three-tnaii attack. 

“In midfield. I've been left with few play- 
ers and therefore I absolutely think 1*11 go 
for tbe other solution because I know that 
Chiesa. Casiraghi and Ravanelli are not 
players who limit themselves to being mere 
strikers.” 

Another enforced change to the Italian 
team concerns the goall^ping position. 
Fiorentina's Francesco Toldo is set to come 
in for his fourth cap in place of Parma's 
Luca Bucci who injured bis shoulder in 
midweek tr ainin g. 

Following Italy's Erst round elimination 
from Euro 96, Sacchi badly needs to make 
a winning world cup start in order to regain 
the support and respect of disillusioned 
fans. 

England, who play Poland next 
Wednesday, opened their campaign with a 
3-0 win over Moldova last month. Italy also 
play again next Wednesday when they are 
at home to Georgia. 

Like Italy, Scotland are playing two of 
their group four matches in five days. They 
are in Latvia on Saturday and travel to 
Estonia on Wednesday. 

While Craig Brown's men start favourites 
to win both matches despite injury worries. 
Latvian trainer Janis Gills said on Friday 
his team was ready to face a Scottish attack- 
ing ODslaughL 

But he added that his team, beaten 2-1 by 
Sweden in their first qualifter last month, 
would try to dominate the centre of the field 
with his hopes pinned on Vits Rimkus, who 
has been on form for his German second 
division team Nuremberg. 

Germany, hoping to continue where they 
left off after winning Euro 96 in June, start 
their group nine campaign in Armenia next 
Wednesday. 

Croatia face Bosnia in a match being 
played in neutral Bologna, Italy next 
Tuesday as FIFA will not allow* the newly 
refurbished Kosevo Stadium in Sarajevo to 
be used because of die political situation. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


'‘Donadoni to return to AC Milan’ 

ROME <R) — Veteran Italian midfielder Roberto Donadoni is set to return to champions 
AC Milan after a season in U.S. Major League Soccer, the ^orts d^y Corriete Dello 
Sport reported on Saturday. The paper, which gave no source for its story, said Donadoni 
was du^to-setum from holiday in about three -weeks and would..sigxufot his-fonnerxli^ 
until Jun<»4998. Donadoni. 33. helped the struggling New YorkTNew Je^y Metrosuurs 
reach the play-offs in tbe tbe new United Statesleague this season. 

Mechanic cleared in tennis star’s death 

RIVERHEAD (RI — - A swimming pool mechanic and a pool maintenance company 
were cleared on Friday of criminal charges in the gas poisoning death of former tennis 
star Vitas Gerulaitis. A Suffolk County. New York, jury found Bartholomew Torpey and 
his employer. East End Pools and Courts Inc., not guilty of all charges. They were 
accused of improperly installing an exhaust pipe in a pool cottage where Gerulaitis died 
in 1994. aged 40. Gerulaitis. who retired from the tennis circuit in 19^ but later 
returned as a broad aster and played in exhibition matches, w'on 27 singles and nine 
doubles championships, including the 1977 Australian Open. 


Vogts international hopes for Dundee 

BONN (AFP) — Bertie Vogts, the German national football coach, said chat he hoped 
Karlsruhe's South African bom striker Sean Dundee would be granted German citizenship 
this year so he could name him in his squad. **1 hope that his naturalisation will be dealt 
with swiftly as I am keeping the door open so I can name him in tbe squad for the match.! 
with Northern Ireland in November.” Vogts said. Dundee. 23, scored 16 goals for' 
Karlsruhe lost season and is the Bundesliga's leading scorer this season with eight He did 
his chance.s a power of good by signing a new contract with Karlsruhe in September that 
will keep him at the club till 2003. Vogts, who coached Germany to the Euro '96 title,.said 
he had been promoting Dundee's cose since the beginning of the year. He had asked the 
German government to speed it up in May so he could have played in Euro '96. but the 
government refused. Vogts is aware that other countries are interested in persuading 
Dundee to play for them notably republic of Ireland manager Mick McCarthy. 


Elber keeps Stuttgart top of Bundesliga 


BONN (R) — Two goals from Brazilian 
striker Giovane Elber enabled VI% 
Stuttgart to stay top of the Bundesliga 
despite being reduced to 10 men for much 
of their 4-2 win over Freiburg on Friday. 

Second-placed Bayer Leverkusen kept 
up the pressure with a 4-1 demolition of 
Hansu Rostock but champions Borussia 
Dortmund went down 1-0 away to pro- 
moted Bochum. 

'^e league leaders' win gave them 22 
points from nine games, a point ahead of 
^verkusen. and assured them of retain- 
ing top spot over the weekend regardless 
of the _ result of third-placed Bayern 
Munich's match with Hamburg on 
Saturday. 

Stuttgart were reduced to 10 men in the 
29th minute when Dutch libero Frank 
Verlaat was sent off for a challenge on 
compatriot Harry Decheiver with the 


score at 1-1. 

The early-season pacesetters, inspired 
by the return of playmaker Krassimir 
Balakov after injury, refused to be dis- 
courag^. Thomas Schneider put them 
ahead in the 39th minute but Decheiver 
equalised for Freiburg in the 52nd. 

Balakov set up elber's first in the 64th 
minute and the striker added a second four 
minutes later to secure the points for 
Joachim Loew's side. 

Leverkusen went behind to an early goal 
from Rostock but a double from Paulo 
Seigio put them on the road to victory. 

A spectacular goal from defender 
Thomasz Waldoch gave Bochum their 
first victory over their wealthy local rivals 
since 1989. 

The defeat leaves Dortmund in fifth 
place, six points behind the leaders. 


PHILADELPHIA (AFP) 
— Baseball umpires were 
ordered back to work on 
Friday by a U.S. district 
coun judge who ruled they 
did not have the right to 
strike over die Robeno 
Alomar spitting incidenL 

The ruling came a week 
after Alomar, the Baltimore 
Orioles’ second baseman, 
spit in the face of umpire 
John Hirschbeck. 

U.S. district judge 
Edmund Ludwig met with 
umpires and baseball exec- 
utives before granting the 
injunction that f«^ced 
umpires to return to work. 

“I just think it's shameful 
chat this bad to go a fed- 
eral judge,” said umpire 
Mtuk Johnson, pan of the 
crew working Friday's 
game between tbe Orioles 
and Cleveland Indians. 
‘This is basebalL diis is our 
family. This si^ld have 
been handled in-house.” 

Alomar was suspended 
for five regular season 
games. Umpires wanted 
±e ban to include this 
year's playoff games. But 
American league president 
Gene Budig cited tbe most 
recent collective bargaln- 
ing agreement — which 
expired in 1993 — which 
says players can't be sus- 
pend^ in the post-season 



Orioles manager Davey Johnson talks with the .American League umpires following 
their pre-game pr^ conference prior to game three of the playoffs at Jacobs Field. A 
U.S. District Court Judge ordered the umpires to work the post-season games after a 
threaten^ protest walkout over the handling of a disciplinary action against 
Baltimore Orioles star second baseman Roberto .Alomar for spitting in an umpire's 
face (Reuters photo) 


for actions during the regu- 
lar season. 

After threatening to strike 
on Monday, umpires 
agreed to work the first 
three days of the playoffs 
pending Alomar's sched- 
uled appeal hearing on 
Thursday. 

When Alomar dropped 


his appeal on Wednesday. 
Budig confirmed the ban 
would be imposed next 
season. On Thursday, 
umpires voted to strike 
despite the no-.strike clause 
in their contract. 

Acting Commissioner 
Bud Selig Friday called a 
meeting for November 14 


in Phoenix to form codes of 
conduct in a bid lo improve 
relations among officials 
and players. 

"We must arrive at solu- 
tions so tliai we never again 
face the kind of conflict 
that has arisen over the 
Roberto .Alomar incidenL” 
Selig said. "It is beneficial 


to the game that we esiab- 
lish the proper codes of 
conduct, os well as the 
penalties nil parties should 
expect when infractions 
occur and rule.s are broken. 
There should be no surpris- 
es when penalties are lidd- 
ed down by tbe league 
presidents." 

.Alomar bumped and spat 
on Hirschbeck during a 
game in Toronto last 
Friday. He fanned the con- 
troversy by charging that 

Hirschbeck had become 
"more bitter” since the 
death of one of his sons 
from the brain disease 
.ALD. 

Several day.s later. 
.Alomar toward ALD 
research, but umpires were 
not appeased. 

"In my 29 years of prow 
fessionai baseball. Pvy 
never seen anything like 
it," said Jim Evans, umpire 
crew chief for Friday's 
game in Cleveland. 

"I have a nine-year-old 
daughter and I would not 
be any more offended if 
someone spit in my daugh- 
ter's face than at what 
pened to one of our broth- 
ers on the baseball field a 
week aao." 


Chang 

beats 

Rusedski in 

Singapore 

Open 

SINGAPORE (R) — 

World No. 2 Michael 
Chang fought off Greg 
Rusedski of Britain 7-6 (7- 
5) 6-3 on Saturday to set up 

men’s Singapore Open. 

Chang will meet qualifier 
Jonathan Stark, who fried 
21 aces to beat Thomas 
Johansson of Sweden 3^ 
6-2 6-4 in the otiier semifi- 
nal. 

Chang was down three 
break points on his serve 
and fell 1-4 behind in the 
first-set tie-breaker but bat- 
tled back each time. 

The American finally 
won (he set when he hit a 
cross-court passing shot 
after Rusedski failed to ^t 
away an overhead smash. 

T was fortunate to get 
out of that service game 
and sneak off with the tie- 
breaker,” Chang ssud. “A 
few key points just hap- 
pened to go my way.” 

“It was just a bit of luck 
back there. Michael piay^ 
some good points.” 
Rusedski said. 

Chang stormed to a 5- 1 
lead in the second set and 
held on for victory. 

In the other match. Stark 
registered a critical break 
in the third game of the 
third set and then held 
serve to earn a final berth. 

It will be Staric's first 
appearance in the final of 
an ATP Tour event since 
1993. 

T'm serving teally well. 
That’s the most important 
part of my game. Things 
have been falling my way.’' 
Stark said. ”I’m very happy 
with the way I've played 
all week.” 


Cleveland avoid 1st round playoff elimination 


CLEVELAND (AFP) — 
Defending American 
League champions 

Cleveland staved off elim- 
ination from the first- 
round of the playoffs on 
Friday with a 9-4 victory 
over Baltimore that nar- 
rowed the gap to 1 -2. 

Albert Belle's seventh- 
inning grand slam 
snapped a tie and kept 
alive Cleveland's hopes of 
becoming the fifth team in 
baseball to coroe back 
ftom an 0-2 deficit to win 
a best-of-five series. 

After not hitting a ball 
out of the’ infiela in his 
first six at-bats of the 
series. Belle boroered 
twice, walked twice and 
singled in his next six 
trips, reminding everyone 
he is still the most danger- 
ous hitter in the game. 

“The pitch was a fastball 
away, and I did not get 
behind it when 1 threw it.” 
said reliever Armando 
Benitez. 

"Armando has a lot of 
talent, but he's stiU a very 
young pitcher,” Orioles 
manager Davey Johnson 
said. “He shook off a vet- 
eran catcher (Mark 
Parent) four or five times 
with Albert Belle at bat.” 
Belle fired a 1-2 fastball 
over the left-center field 
fence to break a 4-4 tie. It 
was the first post-season 
^:and slam by an Indian 
since Elmer Smith hit one 
in the 1 920 World Series, 
and it forced a game four 
in Cleveland on Saturday. 

At Arlington, the New 
York Yankees rallied with 
two runs in the ninth 
inning to beat the Texas 
Rangers 3-2 and take a 2- 
1 le^ in their AL series. 

Mariano Duncan's two- 
out RBI single capped the 
Yankees' two-run ninth 
and gave New York their 
second comeback in as 
many games against the 
beleaguered Texas 

bullpen. 

Te.xas left-hander 
Darren Oliver limited 
New York to four hits 
over the first eight 
innings. 

But in the ninth New 
York opened with singles 
off Oliver by Derek Jeter 
and Tim Raines. 

Goser Mike Henneman 
^ve up a game-tying sac- 
rifice fly to Bernie 
Williams, who homered in 



OriolM s^hd barman Roberto Alomar is jeered by fans as he returns to the diraout 


rented booing since his spiuing rncide-nrinioM^^ «k 


the first inning. 

Cecil Fielder bounced 
out to third, with Raine.s 
taking second as first 
baseman will Clark Dug 
out Dean Palmer's low 
throw. Tino Martinez was 
intentionally walked and 
Duncan made the Rangers 
pay with a soft single to 
left-centre field. 

Jeff Nelson. who 


pitched three scoreless 
innings in relief of Jimmy 
Key, wus the winner. John 
Wetteland walked the 
leadoff batter in the ninth, 
but helped himself with a 
good defensive play and 
struck out Darryl 
Hamilion for the save. 

The National League 
returns to action ojj 
Saturday us well, with the 
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CINEMA TEL634144 
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World Series champioo 
Braves trying to complete 
a sweep of the Los 
Angeles Dodgers in 
Atlanta. 

The St. Louis Cardiaals 
al.so hold a 2-0 lead, hut 
they will have lo beat San 
Diego at home to clinch a 
benh in the NL champi' 
onship series. 
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Christopher Lambert, John Lone 
& Joan Chen in 


THE HUNTED 


Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


TEL699238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 


rEL:677420 


CONCORD 



mmoun Theatre k 


The Arab Cinema Surprise 

Ahmad Zaki ....in 

NASER 56 

(Arabic) 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:45, 11:00 


TEL: 618274-618275 


Cinema)/ Nabil & 


A 






CONCORD “1” 

Robert Bedford & Michelle Pfeifer in 

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 

CONCORD “2” 

Arnold Schwrzeneggar in 

ERASER 

Shows; 12:30, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 


Today presents Zawad Weld Awad 
theatre group in the play entitled 

Five-Star Government 

Starring comedians: 
Mahmoud Saimeh 
& Hussein Tubishat 

Play starts 8:30 p.m. 


Hisham' s 
TEL: 625155 


Theatre 


PRESENTS 

the satirical comedy 

Arab Human Right^ 

At 8:30 p.m. 

For reservation please call 

625155-640155 
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^0r| Injury forces Graf out of semifinal with Huber 

'h.jt - 

‘ ^ houre befor^slJwM'rfl?5in'f Leipzig Women's Touniament because of a knee injury on Satur- 

' ' AusDia and she had to bieal”off'rm^" !™“*’led her in her quaner-finat win over Judith Wiesner of 

■' S tSlv »IT? I can She decided m pull out on Saturday morning. 

' ■ -L ; ■ continue in a tomament becaus^'on^'ui^??^'"" "“’s ‘*’'= Lust time I've been unable to 

; ", Maj"^ m'd'HS^si^a o'? ftfc^hR^ semifinal between Ctoada's Iva 




Newcastle s Asprilla rejects talk of move 


BOGOTA (R) — Out-of- 
favour Colombiaa striker 
Fausdno Asprilla said on 
Friday he was happy in 
English soccer and definite- 
ly staying at Newcastle 
United — booting into 
touch talk of an imminent 
return to Italy. 

In Bogota to train with his 
oadonal squad, Asprilla, 
who has found himself on 
the Newcastle substitutes’ 
bench of iate. and coach 
u^eman Dario Gomez 
>4ejecied talk that he was 
about to quit, blaming earli- 
er suggesdons to the con- 
trary on a poor choice of 

WOl^. 

With world record $23.1 
million signing Alan Shear- 
er and Les Ferdinand 
knocking in the goals for 
Newcastle. Asprilla. an 
$11.5 million capture from 
Parma, has found himself 
being used more as a sub- 
sdtute, often as a midfielder 
and not in his preferred 


striking role. 

But the Colombian said 
on Friday: *‘Tm happy in 
England and I‘m staying at 
Newcastle. Talk of a move 
are just rumours." 

"I don’t know why I’m on 
the bench. You’ll have to 
ask (manager! Kevin Kee- 
gan. I know I work the 
same as the others. But I've 
always been well-treated by 
the fans, Kevin and the 
trainers.’’ he added. 

In comments just hours 
after his return to Colombia 
on Thursday, Asprilla had 
replied to reporters’ ques- 
tions that it would “not be a 
bad idea (to return to Italy), 
the main thing is to play." 

But at a news conference 
before the start of training 
on Friday, in the build-up to 
Colombia's World Cup 
qualifier against Ecuador in 
Quito next Wednesday. 
Dario Gomez played down 
the remarks. 

“Fauslino tells me he has 


good relations with his 
team mates and the team 
manager. Sometimes he 
doesn’t really know how to 
express himself," he said. 

“Like any player that 
doesn’t make the starting 
line-up he's a bit unhappy 
but he’s confident in his 
ability and feels at the right 
moment he will be off the 
bench.” 

Asprilla said: “Newcastle 
United paid for Shearer not 
me. I don’t know if he’s 
worth what they paid. It’s 
very difficult to say. They 
bought him to do a job and 
they have to pay what it 
costs." 

But he added: “He’s from 
Newcastle and he can put in 
the goals.’’ 

The Colombian press 
closely follows Asprilla’s 
fortunes in England and has 
been bewildered by Kee- 
gan’s decision to sideline 
him. 


Battle between Bills and unbeaten 
Colts highlights NFL weekend 
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( WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
[>^e Indianapolis Colts, 
only unbeaten team 
left in the National Foot- 
: ball League, meet the 
Buffalo Bills on Sunday 
in a key American (jon- 
ference east game. 

Wth four wins, the 
Colts have sole posses- 
sion of first place in the 
V. AFC &ist for the first 
time since the final week 
: ^-of the I9S7 season. It's 
^ -^irbest staxt to a season 
^ ® since they opened 1977 
^ with five victories. 

The Bills, who beat the 
Colts twice last season, 

^ . are tied with the Miami 
^ Dolphins for second- 
place in the division. 

Buffalo, who would 
probably be a candidate 
for team of this decade 
‘-'-^siiiite losing four sue- 
TOsive Super Bowls, 
sacked Colts quanerback 
Jim Harbaugh five times 
last September at Rich 
Stadium. 

The Bills forced three 
turnovers in a 16-10 win 
at Indianapolis in the 
rematch in November. 

The Dolphins will play 
their first game of the 
season without star quar- 
terback Dan Marino 
when host the Seat- 
j tleSeabawks. 

‘2^51 Manno is expected to 
■ .1' ^ j ^ out for up to six weeks 
.^1 with a broken right ankle. 

The last seven times 
" J titey have been without 
Marino — for five games 
^ in 1993 and two last sea- 
SOQ — the Dolphins have 
- lost 

Dolphins coach Jimmy 
• ^ Johnson plans to start 
^ Craig Erickson rather 
, than veteran Bemie 
vVEosar, even though 
^ckson has yet to throw 
a pass for the Dolphins 
,P . this season. 

; Five-time Super Bowl 
‘ ^ • winners San Francisco 
' have quarterback prob- 
lems as they travel to St. 
Louis, with botii Steve I 
Young and backup Elvis 
Gibac nursing injuries. 
Young has a pulled ^oin 
muscle and Grbac missed 
practice this week with 
back spasms. 

The San Diego Charg- 
ers. who joined a three- 
way tie for first place in 
•, the AFC West with a win 
over Kansas City last 
week, meet the third team 
in the trio. Denver, on 
Sunday. 

In the Broncos they’ll 
face the league’s best 
: offense, averaging 363.2 

.'?! yards a game. Temell 
0'’‘'-^Havis is the league’s 
, »i^ing rusher at 573 
Gjfl! yards and the Broncos’ 

' defense has recorded 20 
sacks. 

The Green Bay Packers 
.meet the Chicago Bears 


in one of the league’s 
richest rivalries. 

The Bears will rely on 
backup quarterback 
David Krieg in place of 
injured Erik Kramer. 
Krieg led Chicago to a 
19-1/ victory over Oak- 
land last week. 

Chicago will be trying 
to stop the league’s 
hottest quarterback in 
Brett Favne.'. Favre is 
-averaging-just under 230 
yards per game this sea- 
son. His 16 passing TDs 
are double the total of any 
other starting quarter- 
back. 

The Carolina Panthers 
and Minnesota Vikings, 
both knocked from tire 
unbeaten ranks last week, 
meet at the Metrodome. 

In their loss to Jack- 
souville last week, the 
Panthers also lost rookie 
running back Tun Biak- 


abutuka for the rest of the 
season with a tom liga- 
ment in his left knee. To 
replace him Carolina 
have signed Leroy Hoard, 
who was placed on 
waivers by the Baltimore 
Ravens after gaining 61 
yards on 15 carries in two 
games. 

In other games Sunday, 
die Detroit Uons host 
winless Atlanta, New 
England visit Bal^ore, 
Oakland meet the winless 
New Yoric Jets, Jack- 
sonville play winless 
New Orleans, and Hous- 
ton visit the Cincinnati 
Bengals. 

Tlie Chiefs host Pitts- 
bu^ on Monday night. 
Arizona. Dallas, the New 
York Giants, Philadel- 
phia, Tampa Bay and 
Washington have the 
week off. 


A Marketing company is seeking to employ b^hiy 
'motivated career oriented female professionals to 
handle its sales and marketing activities as per the 
criteria listed here below: 

• First degree in related field, 

• Two to fonr years experience in sales and 
marketing field, 

• Excellent use of computer systems, 

• Fluent in both Arabic and English, 

• Ability to build - up and maintain good 
relationships with our business associates, 

• Presentable, self confident and owns a car. 

The above positions are demanding and require 
dedication, therefore only those who see themselves 
fitting to the above criteria should apply. 

Please send your C.V. with a recent photo to 
P.O. Box 926435 Amman 11110 Jordan 


UMM AL HUSSIEN ORPHANAGE 
(MABARRAT UM AL HUSSEIN) | 
The winning numbers of the Charity > 

Bs zaar Lottery 3rd. Oct. 1996 I 

Pnze Winning Prize Winning 

. Number Numtaer Number 

1st 14203 19 21877 

2nd 23523 20 6133 

3 24858 21 20513 

4 29107 22 23540 

5 5935 23 941 

6 28528 24 14975 

7 25401 25 26083 

8 1312 26 25221 

9 3265 27 22482 

10 24250 28 3291 

11 3065 29 20690 

12 3261 30 27071 

13 27216 31 28674 

14 24811 32 15460 

15 21436 33 15162 

16 25291 34 3404 

17 26195 35 12114 

1R 27914 


Note: Winning numbers should visit Um Al 
Hussien Orphanage , north Marka near Public 
Transport Corporation Workshops, Tel: 829680 


Seles to 
miss Zurich 
while 

undergoing 

treatment 

SARASOTA, Florida 
(R) — Monica Seles 
has withdrawn from 
Che European Indoor 
Championships in 
Zurich later this month 
after beginning a new 
rehabilitation pro- 
gramme in an effort to 
avoid surgery on her 
I injured left shoulder. 

I Seles began whai is 
I expected to be a 
month-long rehab pro- 
gramme immediately 
after leading the Unit- 
ed States to the Fed 
Cup title last weekend, | 
her publicist 

announced in a release 
on Friday. 

The co-world number 
one had put off starting 
the programme, which 
will keep her from 
competing, so that she 
could play the U.S. 
Open and Fed CUp 
final. 

“I. was looking Tbr- 
ward to Zurich." Seles 
said of the event set to 
begin October 14. “But 
if there Is a chance I 
can avoid shoulder 
surgery. I will try this 
new rehab.” 

The left-hander suf- 
fered a small tear in the 
lining of her left shoul- 
der socket during the 
Australian Open in 
January. 

Seles won the Aus- 
tralian Open, but the 
injury sidelined her 
several times during 
the year and often 
causes pain when she | 


m 

















j 



Alberto Toroba 


Tomba skis for another season 


MILAN (AFPj — Triple 
Olympic skiing champion 
Alberto Tomba announced 
Saturday that he will race 
for ano&er season, ending 
speculation that the hugely 
popular Italian would 
retire. 

Tonti>a, who has twice 
won Hie Olympic grand 
slalom gold and a gold in 
the slalom, said his deci- 
sion to continue had been 
influenced by the fact that 
Italy will be hosting the 
World Chanmionships next 
February at Sestriere. 

The 1995 World Cup 
winner said; “I woke up 
one morning with one thing 
in mind: skung is still a part 
of my life." 

“After winning medals at 


the Sierra Nevada world 
championships, I decided 
to quit skiing. I was raeo- 
tally exhausted and the 
stress created by being 
under a great deal of pres- 
sure was gradually eating 
me up. 

“I lacked motivation — 
which is the petrol every 
athlete needs to make their 
head and legs work. 

“And yet, I woke up one 
morning with one thin g in 
mind; skiing is still a part 
of my life. I thought about 
my fans, about people’s 
affection, about all the sac- 
rifices which I bad made 
and all the organisations 
who had helped me down 
the years. 

Tomba. who turns 30 on 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WTTHOMAR SKARF 
«TANNAH HIRSCH 

ADVANCIMC THE CAUSE 
BoUt vuloerabje Nurui acais. mio-Oune. A > 

NORTH game was soo 

*KQ106 was little in tl 

^ VeW eventually pi 

V 7 4 3 viclny. 

«AEQ]064 Both East 

EOT EAST their oppone 

*3 Against Ha: 

OAKW96X plebianking 

OKS VAQJ6S {-ufTed high 

afxtwm hand with thi 

SOUTH ru/Ted anothe 

tnunps. deda 
? 8.^ e made aii the t 

VIA.® Poirot 

saKIa j 


mio-Oune. A cut>for>partseni team 
game was soon amutgad. hut there 
was iittle in the cards and this deal 


The bidding: 

NORTH EAST SOUTH WEST 

1* Paw 1* 27 

4* F7 Pass haa 

S* Paaa Paaa Paw 

gening lead: ? 


eventually provided the mar^ of 
viclny. 

Both East-West pairs pushed 
their opponents into five spades. 
Against Hastings. West led a 
plebian king of beans. Declarer 
rufTed high in dummy, came to 
hand with the eight oT tnunps and 
ru/Ted another heart. AAer drawing 
trumps, declarer ran the clubs and 
made aii the tricks. 

Poirot held the West eards at the 
other table, and set the contract 
one. On the cab ride home, Hast- 
ings asked about the bund. 

"Ah, mon ami." remarked the lit- 
tle Belgian, "it is as 1 have always 
said. Use those little grey cells! My 

E snner, vulnerable, had bid Eve 
esrts with very little in the suit. 


Hercule Poirot's repulatioo as Surely he held at least five hoarts, 
one of the great sleuths of his day “ the chances of one of the oppos- 
meant an ever-inmuingworkJoad. ode baing void in the suit was 
Aa a result, be end his associate, real. Also, partner had to have 
Capv Hastings, made only rare *e®e high cn^s and. since the 
appearances at the club on Baker oppeneots had nd ibe black suits, 1 
Streot. where it bad been their U»at East> strength was 

woot to relax in the bridge room prowbly in ojamonds. 
after a grueling case. Aiore; 1 immediately ied the King 

It was with considerable delight, of di^onds and rut, we had the I 
iherefore. that they were welcomed three ujcka. So simple, really." 
into the game one balmy evenine in ~ 
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j 4:45 p.m 

5:45 p.m. 
6:00 p.m 


4:00 p.m 


4:45 p.m. 


5:45 p.m.: 


6:30 p.m. 


Open invitation to the public to attend 
the seventh seminar entitled: 

Arabs’ Inalienable Rights In Jerusalem 

! Oct. 5 to OcL 8, 1996 at the Royal Cultural Centre - Amman 
activities of Sunday, OcL 6, 1996 

1 .: Lecture on Arab Cannanites - Builders of Jerusalem 

and Palestinian Cities by Professor Dr. Mahmoud Ahmad 
AlZu*bl - Damsacus University 
i.: The Right of Return of Displaced Jerusalemites - 

lecture by Professor John B. Quigley 
1 .: Recess 

1 .: Religious Shrines and thei r Protection by Professor Dr . . 

Mustafa Ahmad Fuad- Tanta University - Egypt. 

activities of Monday, OcL 7, 1996 ' 

I.: ‘Exposure and Critique of the Biblical Traditions about Land Possessions 

and the Exploitation of these Traditions by Christians in the Past and 
Zionists Today” - English presentation by the Reverend Dr. Michael Prior, 
Head of the Department of Theology and Religious Studies, St. Mary's 
University College, Strawberry Hill. United Kingdom, ’ 

I.: “Western Scholarship and Silencing of Palestinian History" - English 

presentation by Department of Religious 

SbJdies, University of Sterling, Scotland. 

I.: ^Zionist Encroachment on Arab Rights in Jerusalem" -Arabic presen- 

tation ^ Professor Hassan Sayyed Suleiman, Head of the 
Politicai Sciences Department, Sana’a University. 

\A Israeli practices against Arab rights in the fields of education in 

JerusaJem, 1967-1996“- Arabic presentation by Dr. Alai'l Al Bhar, 
Jerusalem Open University. 


December 19, warned his 
supporters not to expect too 
much. 

“Don't expect the moon. 
The years are rolling by for 
everyone and this one will be 
my 30th. I'm getting on and 
if I’ve decided to continue, 
it’s for the love of the sport 
which I’ve always had," 
Tomba, who first graced the 
circuit a decade ago. said. 

However, he added that he 


would only start training for 
the 1996-97 season now and 
would almost certainly miss 
the opening events in order 
to get back to race fitness. 
But be also avoided repeated 
questions as to when and 
where he would compete on 
the world cup circuit this 
season. 

“I'll start the season only 
when I feel in shape physi- 
cally." he said. 


55,000 Immigrant Visas offered by U.S. Government lottery in 
1997. High school education or two years’ work experience is 
required. Spouse and children are included. For free informa^on 
brochure and applicadon form, mail or fax your name, address and 
nationaEty within 15 days or call our Fax-On-Dernand number 818- 
447-8515 from your fax machine and request document no 6000. 

' IMMIGRATION USA ’ “Tei 6ol -818/76(M323 

AppTicaiion Request/Dept JTI Fax (X71 BIB/760-4323 

1 1390 Ventura 6lvd.. Suite 1 
N. Hollywood. California 91604 USA 

Apartment for rent 

Three beiJrooms, two salons, dining room, 
three verandas and in a very good 
location between 4th and 5th Circles. 

For more information, please call 605760 

FURNISHED ^ARTMENT FOR RENT 
Well - furnished basement apartment with 
two bedrooms, living, dining etc. With 
central heating. Located off Abdullah 
Ghosheh Street, 7th Circle. 

Please call 828882 





imad Furniture 


On all 

Furniture & Fabrics 


up to 

507c 


Abdaff.-lrnad Center' Tek '662238 /6722M J 


>51 5= - 5 : 
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Taleban pound Panjshir in 
bid to flush out Massoud 

Militia warns Russia, Central Asia 


KABUL (Agencies) — 
Rebel tanks "and heavy 
anilleiy pounded the mouth 
of a northern vailey Satui- ' »y 
where government soldiers 
fled after being driven 
the capita] one week ago. 

Hundreds of Taleban fight- 
ers clambered up the rugged 
mountains carrying 

Kalashnikov rifles. 

After a blistering daylong 
rocket assault on tiie northern 
Panjshir Valley, the Taleban 
were claiming to have cap- 
tured three mountain peaks 
and some heavy artillery. 

column of tanks and mul- 
tiple rocket launchers at the 
mouth of the valley bombard- 
ed the area and witnesses saw 
four helicopter gunships 
swoop low into the valley 
blasting go\'emment position 
and dodging antiaircraft fire. 

There were some uncon- 
firmed reports that Taleban jet 
fighters also bombed the val- 
ley in on attempt to flush out 
former government soldiers, 
led by former miliiaiy chief 
Ahmad Shah Mossood. 

From his bases in the 
Panjshir Valley. Mr. Massood 
fought invading Soviet troops 
as well as Afghanistan's com- 
munist soldiers, before rebels 
threw them out in 1992. 

One week ago. the Taleban 
— a movement that sprung 
fiom religious schools in 
Pakistan — threw Mr. 
Massood out of Kabul and 
now' control more than two- 
thirds of Afghanistan. 

The Taleban have vowed to 
push Mr. Mossood's forces 
out of Afghanistan or lull 
^em. 

The only other significant 
area of the country not under 
Taleban control is in northern 
Afghanistan, where Uzbek 
warlord Rashid Dostum 
rules. 

In Kabul Information 
Minister Amir Khan Mutiaqi 
said the TbJeban pnsferred to 
negotiate with General 


Dostum, rather than wage 
war against him. 

“We are negotiating with 
Dostum and have no prob- 
lems with him.*' be said. 

Gen. Dostum, a former 
communist who defected to 
the resistance in early 1992, 
has said he was r^y to 
riegotiaie. but warned the 
Taleban against trying to rule 
his territory. 

There are some within the 
Taleban who vow to “liber- 
ate” all of Afghanistan and 
impose its strict interpretation 
of Islamic law nationwide. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Muttaqi 
' warned Russia and the 
Central Asian states not to 
interfere in Afghanistan's 
internal affairs. 

That warning came a day 
after Russian and Central 
Asian leaders met to discuss 
bolstering their defences fol- 
lowing the Taleban takeover 
of Kabul last week (see page 
4). 

'The Russians are too weak 
even to handle what is hap- 
pening in Checbenya and 
they would be wise to 
remember their bitter experi- 
ence in Afghanistan.” Mr. 
Muttaqi told the Associated 
Press in an interview in the 
Afghan capital. 

'Russia is too weak a coun- 
try to deliver any kUKl of 
warning to anyone.” he said. 

On Saturday foe Taleban 
made a public display of 
smashing 1.8(X) bt^es of 
homemade liquor in the latest 
evidence of strict Islamic rule 
in Afghanistan. 

Speaking in his dimly-Ut 
office in foe rocket-battered 
capital, Mr. Muttaqi said the 
Taleban would not be 
swayed from foe path of 
imposing their rigid brand of 
Islam. 

He said they would not be 
forced to educate girls or 
allow women to work. He 
said girls will be educated, 
but only until they reach 


eight-years-old and only in 
the Muslim holy book, foe 
Koran. 

"Ours is an Islamic estab- 
lishment and those who criti- 
cise it as being harsh do not 
understand it," he said. 

At checkpoints forougbout 
the capital. Taleban guards 
brandishing Kalashnikov 
rifles, scop cars and confiscate 
cassene tapes. Men have been 
told to wear hats or turbans 
and to grow beards. 

At rught in the darkened 
city armed Taleban guards 
stop all cars at gunpoint that 
violate a 10 p.m. curfew. 
During the day. bearded 
Taleban roar through the 
streets in commandeered 
four-wheel vehicles. 

“Our rule is God's nile,” 
said Mr. Muttaqi 'This is 
what foe people of 
Afghanistan ' have suffered 
and given so much blood to 
achieve.” 

They said Islamic Sharia 
laws would be imposed that 
permit amputation for 
thieves, stoning to death for 
adulterers and harsh, but 
unspecified, punishments for 
drinkers and drug takers. 

Taleban officials said the 
alcoholic drinks destroyed on 
Saturday were confiscaied 


from foe Inter-Continental 
Hotel. Kabul's only function- 
ing big hotel and now home 
to scores of their Taleban col- 
leagues. 

The drink was gathered on 
a dusty hillside on the north- 
ern outskirts of Kabul and 
foe tank was rolled in to crush 
it 

Children moved in afou- foe 
Taleban left to see whether 
anything was left to be sal- 
vaged. One was successful, 
funding an undamaged 
beer. 


lYirkish premier visits 
Libya, wants close ties 


TUNIS (R)— ■Turkish Prime 
Minister Necmetiin Erbakan, 
making a visit to Libya that 
has stirred coniroversy both in 
Turkey and among its Western 
allies, was quoted on Saturday 
as saving he wanted closer ties 
with Tripoli. 

The official Libyan news 
agency JANA reported that 
Mr. Erbakan reiterated his 
government's rejection of 
U.N. sanctions imposed on 
Libya for its reftisal to hand 
over two Libyans suspected of 
blowing up a Pan Am airliner 
over Lockerbie. Scotland in 
1988. 

‘This visit is a start for 
strong and solid ties and will 
e.xpond fields of trade cooper- 
ation between our two coun- 
tries." he was quoted as saying 
on arrival on Friday night. 

Mr. Erbakan on Saturday 
morning .started talks with his 
Libyan counterpart Abdul 
Majid .Al Gu'ud at a meeting 
attended by ministers from foe 
two counuies. JAN.^ later 
reported. 

Diplomats said that Mr. 
Erbakan was also expected to 
meet Libyan leader Muanimar 
Qadhafl. most probably late on 
Saturday, before leaving on 
Sunday. 

"Our government rejects foe 
injust .sanctions imposed on 
Libya, and we have experi- 
ence by ourselves foe lack of 
credibility of tltese measures. 
We were to fly straight to 
Tripoli, but we were forced to 
take several roads.” Mr. 
Erbakan said, quoted by 
JANA. 

Mr. Erhcikan flew from 
'Cairo to foe Tunisian island of 
Jerba and tlicn travelled by 
road across foe border, a 
Turkish diplomat in Tunis 
said He cannot fly to Libv'a 
becaiLse of foe sanctions. 

Turkey's Foreign Minister 
Tansu Ciller, Mr. Eibakan's 
conservativv coalition partner, 
has described the visit as ill- 
timed while the interior minis- 
ter, a member of Mrs. Ciller's 
pony, has ihmaiencd to resign 
over foe trip. Mrs. Ciller her- 
self visited Libya and met with 
Colonel QadhoTi in 1994. 
when .she wxls prime minister. 

Washington, already w-aiy of 
modem Tuikey's first Islamist 
leader — vvho made u state 


visit to Iran over the summer 
after laldng office — has 
expressed disquiet at foe Libya 
visiL 

Trie United States accuses 
both Libya and Iran of spon- 
soring state terrorism and has 
rebuked its NATO ally for 
forging closer ties with tiie two 
countries. Few foreign leaders 
have visited Tripoli since the 
United Nations imposed an air 
and limited trade embargo on 
Libya. 

But Mr. Erbakan has said 
foat foe vnsit was necessary for 
Turkey's commercial interests. 

'This visit is not aimed 
against any country or society 
in foe world.” Mr. Erbakan 
told lepoiters before leaving 
Turkey for Egypt, the first stop 
on his regional tour. “America 
is our friend and aUy.” he 
added. 

Mr. Erbakan leads a 120- 
strong delegation including 
businessmen and members of 
parliament from all political 
parties, Tuiidsh diplomats 
said. 

Turkish officials want Libya 
to repay debts of up to S365 
million due to Tutidsh con- 
tractors and Trirkish Energy 
Minister Recoi Kutan sian^ 
talks with Libyan officials on 
Wednesday on eccmomic and 
energy cooperation. Trade 
between Libya and Turkey in 
1995 rose to $623 million 
from S498 million. 

Diplomats said foat Libya's 
finance officials last month 
decided to pay arrears of for- 
eign companies working in 
Libya, mainly those from 
European countries. Libya has 
been .'uguing that delays were 
caused by the U.N. sanctions 
effects. 

Increased imports of crude 
oil from Libya and natural gas 
from Nigeria ore also on the 
agenda. 

Anatolian news agency has 
quoted Mr. Erbakan as saying 
Libya could sell Turkey oil, 
natural gas, petrochemicals 
and fertiliser and iHiy food, 
textiles and industrial prod- 
ucts. 

Mr. Hibakan is due to travel 
from Libya to Nigeria, also 
rich in natural resources but 
under fire from the West over 
the human rights record of its 
military govemmenL 


Senior 
politician 
killed in 
Mogadishu 

MOGADISHU (R) — 

Gurunen loyal to Somali 
faction le^r Hussein 
Aideed assassinated a leader 
of a rival group and killed 
two other officios on Friday 
night, party officials said on 
Saturday. 

They said Mohammad 
Ahm^ Nuur. 48, secretai^- 
general of the Unit^ 
Somali Congress-Somali 
Nation^ Alliance fUSC- 
SNA) wing ied by Ali 
Hassan Osman Ato, was 
killed when his car was 
ambushed in south 
Mogadishu. 

Another party activnst, 
Mohammad Jama Sofi. was 
killed in the attack in 
Medina quarter near south 
Mogadishu's closed airpoil 

They said party supporter 
Mohammad Miradine was 
killed on Friday ni^t when 
gunmen smacked his south 
Mogadishu home. 

In a statement on a radio 
station operated by Mr. 
Ato's faction, the party said 
the Friday shootings and 
other killings in the last 
month had b»n carried out 
by Aideed supporters. 

The party vowed to take 
revenge i^ainst a rival USC- 
SN.A wing led by Mr. 
Aideed, a 34-year-old for- 
mer U.S. soldier who suc- 
‘ceeded his father 
Mohamniad Farah Aideed 
when he died in Mogadishu 
on Aug. 1. 

’ITiere was no immediate 
comment from officials 
loyal to Mr. Aideed. 

Doctors at a south 
Mogadishu hospital said on 
Saturday two other people 
were killed and a former 
official in foe Aideed ‘'gov- 
ernment" was wounded by 
gunmen in the city on 
Friday nighLSome 

Mog^ishu residents believe 
Mr. Ato's supporters assas- 
sinated Hussein Aideed's 
62-year-old father and loyal- 
ists are taking revenge in 
line with a centuries-old tra- 
dition of vendettas. 


Regent meets 
Pakistani 
defence chief 


HIS ROYAL Highness 
Crown Prince Hassan, the 
Regent, on Saturday 
meets with the chairman 
of P^stan's Joint Chiefs 
of Staff, Air Chief 
Marshal Farouq Khan, 
who is currently on a visit 
to Jordan leading a dele- 
gation. 

. The Regent's meeting 
.with Air Chief Marsh^ 
jKhan took place at the 
General Headquarters of 



the Armed Forces during a 
visit the Crown Prince paid 
to the GHQ. The meeting 
was attended by Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff 


Field Marshal Abdui Hafez 
Mirai and Pakistani 
Ambassdor to Jordan Ali 
Sarwar Naqvi. The 
Pakistani miliuuy delega- 


tion arrived Saturday 

Amman on a several da) 
visit. 

The Regent and the dele 
gation reviewed the region 
al situation, bilateral coop- 
eration and issues of com 
mon interest. 

The militarj’ establish 
ments of Jondan and 
Pakistan have eitjoy^ 
decades long relationship 
The Pakistani military has 
provided officer and techni- 
cal training to hundreds of] 
Jordanian military person 
nei. 

Field Marshal Mirai also 
received the Pakistani offi 
ciaJ and the two reviewed 
coordination on issues of 
common concern fAmied 
Forces photo) 


Emoush: No one will 
face trial for unrest 


AMMAN (J.T.) — About 
50 people who face trial for 
their role in August riots in 
foe south will soon be 
released, the president of 
Parliament's Public 

Freedoms Commitee said in 
comments published 

Saturday. 

“We have assurances that 
those detained in what has 
become to be known the 
bread case will soon be 
released No one will go to 
trial.” Islamist D^uty 
Bassam Emoush said in 
remarks carried by Al 
Dustour daily. 

He said that his parlia- 
mentary committee had 
submitted a list of names to 
His Majesty foe King seek- 
ing an amnesty. 

'The list includes the prsi- 
dent of the Engineers 
Association. Leith ShbeilaL 
Atta Abu Al Rishteh from 
the Islamic Liberation Party 
and other political prison- 
ers," Dr. Emoush said dur- 
ing an Islamist rally in 
northern Amman. 

Al Dustour quoted Dr. 
Emoush as telling the rally 
that the Constitution guar- 
antees foe people's right to 
assemble and organise and 
that the rjots In foe southern 


towns of Karak, Tafileh and 
Ma’an were an e.xprssion 
that is guarded by foe 
Constitution. 

“We (foe Islamists) are 
against the detention of any 
citizen, except murderers, 
smugglers, and drug deal- 
ers.” 

Referring to recent resig- 
nations from the House in 
protest against foe govern- 
ment policies. Dr. Emoush 
said that he was against res- 
ignations in principle. 

“However, I am with foe 
resignation of (Karak 
deputy) Nazih Ammarin,” 
Dr. Emoush said. 

Dr. Ammarin. a physicist, 
resigned from the House 
following the riots in his 

hometown in protest of 

what be claims harsh 
remarks Prime Ministr 
Abdul Karim Kabarti mad 
when he called foe deputy 
on foe first day of foe vio- 
lence. 

“That resignation must be 
discussed at Parliament, 
and he who is responsible 
must get account^,'* Dr. 
Emoush said 


Qatar confirms relations 
with Israel are on hold 


DUBAI (R) — Qatar, which 
has moved faster than any 
other Gulf state to forge eco- 
nomic ties with Israel, has put 
further normaUsation with 
the Jewish state on hold, its 
foreign affairs minister said 
in remarks published on 
Saturday. 

Sheikh Hamad Ben JassLm 
Ben Jabr Al Thani told the Al 
Hayat newspaper that rela- 
tions with Israel were “on 
hold." 

'There is a postponement 
in opening a (Qatari) trade 
office in Israel and there is a 
postponement in any meet- 
ings or direct contacts 
between us and Israel." he 
told the newspaper in New 
York. “Now we have stopped 
any activities wifo Israel,” he 
said. 

Oman and (^tar have 
forged ahead of other Gulf 
states in establishing eco- 
nomic ties with Israel but 
have stopped short of diplo- 
matic relations pending the 
resolution of ail Arab-Israeli 
conflicts. 

They are the only two states 
in foe region foat have 
allowed Israel to set up trade 
missions. 

An 18-member group of 
(Qatari private merchants was 


due to tour Israel in the third 
week of October to explore 
joint ventures in agriculture, 
power, mineral water and 
petrochemicals. 

No withdrawal of case 

Sheikh Hamad also told M 
Hayat that his country will 
not withdraw' the case it had 
taken to the World Court ov’er 
a territoristi dispute with 
Bahrain. 

“If anyone thinks foat foe 
case will be withdrawn from 
foe World Court, this is a 
dream,” AJ Hayat quoted 
Sheikh Hamad as saying. 
Qatar and Bahrain are lock^ 
in a dispute o%er a number of 
barren but potentially oil and 
gas-rich islands, sandbanks 
zni reefs controlled by 
Bahrain since the 1930s. 

Bahrain has repeatedly 
asked Qatar to withdraw the 
case it had taken to the court 
at the Hague and accept 
Saudi mediation. 

Qatar says it will only with- 
draw the case from the World 
Court if Saudi Arabia's medi- 
ation succeeded. 

Doha asked foe World 
Court in 1991 to settle foe 
problem. The court decided 
in January it bad jurisdiction 
and is expected to produce a 
verdict by foe end of 1996. 


Lese majeste case 
deferred until Thursday 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The State 
Security Court on Saturday 
deferred the trial of two 
journalists on lese majeste 
charges until a later date 
after one of the accused 
failed to appear in court. 

The court, presided over 
by Judge Yousef Faouri, set 
Oct 10 for the hearing, 
where Nahed Hattar and 
Abdullah Abu Roumman 
are expected to be form^y 
cbaig^. 

Mr. Hattar. who surren- 
dered to foe authorities on 
Thursday after several 
weeks in hiding, was pro- 
duced in court but Mr. Abu 
Rouounan was not present 
when the judge called the 
case, and hence the post- 
ponement. 

Prosecutor Ahmad Al 
Horan meanwhile met with 
defence lawyers Faisal Al 
Batayneh. Zayed Al 


Rawabdeh and Sultan 
Hattar. 

Legal sources said that 
while six charges were 
expected to be pressed 
against Mr. Hattar and Mr. 
Abu Roumman.. it was 
decided that foe two would 
face one charge each at the 
State Security Court. 

Mr. Hattar faces foe 
charge of “propagating 
material that slandered foe 
dignity of His Majesty the 
King and His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan" and Mr. Abu 
Roumman will be charged 
with “vocal slander.*' 

Other charges will be 
referred to regular courts. 
These charges include 
“propagating material that 
harms national unity and 
relations betw'een Jordan 
and Palestine, sows sectari- 
anism and ethnicism. insti- 
gates violence, terror and 
hatred, and undermined 
national unity.” 


The charges against Mr. 
Hattar and AIhj 

Roumman stem from arti- 
cles they allegedly wrote 
during and after the unrest 
in the south in mid-August 
following a government 
decision to lift direct subsi- 
dies on wheat and animal 
feed and replace the subsidy 
system with direct cash 
compensation for all 
Jordanians. 

If convicted they could 
face imprisonment up to 
three years. 

Mr. Hattar, a columnist for 
the weekly Shihan, evaded 
arrest and went into hiding 
shortly after police raided 
an office he and Mr. Abu 
Rouman maintained in 
Amman ahead of foe 
planned launching of a 
weekly tabloid (the authori- 
ties have turned down the 
application for a licence for 
the weekly, and Mr. Hattar 
was reported to be planning 
a legal challenge to foe 


refusal in a court of law ). 

Documents seized by 
police during the raid 
included originals of arti- 
cles that are believed to be 
the basis for foe lese 
majeste charges. 

The articles, according to 
reports, criticised the 
authorities for their decision 
to increase foe price of 
bread and rechannel subsi- 
dies in the form of direct 
cash compensation to 
Jordanians. 

Mr. Hattar continued to 
write his weekly column in 
Shihan firom his hiding 
place. He 5^d three weeks 
ago that he was willing to 
surrender to the authorities 
in return for guarantees that 
he would not be “tortured” 
in detention. 

The government has 

repeatedly denied that 

detainees were tortured. 

The journalist subsequent- 

(CoDtiDued on page 7) 


Strife overshadows Bosnia’s presidency meeting 


SARAJEVO (AP)— The 
inaugural meeting of 
bosnia's joint presidency 
was delayed Saturday by 
sharp Serb-Muslim differ- 
ences and Setbs' fears about 
foe safety of their representa- 
tive in the heart of Sarajevo. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, the 
Serb member of Bosnia's 
newly-elected presidential 
troik^ would not attend the 
meeting, international offi- 
cials said after meeting with 
him in the Serb stronghold 
of Pale. An informal meeting 
of the other two members 
got underway without him, 
they said. 

Mr. Krajisnik considered 
Saturday's meeting ‘’tenta- 
tive." according to the 
Bosnian Serb news agency 
SRNA. He said he was wor- 
ried about his security in the 
Bosnian capital, and con- 
cerned that foe text of foe 
oath of office might be unac- 
ceptable to the Serb side. 

The 42-member house of 
representatives, comprised 


of legislators from the Serb 
sub-state and the federation 
joining Muslims and Croats, 
was ^so to ha\'e convened 
Saturday. But the 14 Bosnian 
Serbs in foe newly elected 
body also stayed away. 

The NATO-led peace force 
was putting strict security 
measures in place. Captain 
Fabricio Biancone. 

spokesman for the Italian 
brigade providing security 
for foe sessions Saturday, 
said about 300 men — 
including anti-sniper teams 
— and 50 combat vehicles 
had been mobilized. 

In Sarajevo on Saturday, 
Colum Murphy, a 
spokesman for foe interna- 
tional peace administrators, 
said chances that the three 
co-presidents would actually 
meet Saturday were only 
'’50-50," adding: "We 

would be greatly disappoint- 
ed" if they did noL 

Mr. Krajisnik bad 
expressed reservations about 
attending foe meeting on 


Friday, when be denounced a 
deal between Muslim co- 
President Alija Izetbegovic 
and Serbian President 
Slobodan Milosevic that 
establishes diplomatic rela- 
tions. 

He said Mr. Izetbegovic, 
chairman of foe presidency, 
had overstepped his rights by 
trying to represent the whole 
counuy at foe meeting wifo 
Mr. N^losevic on Thursday 
in Paris. 

If Mr. Izetbegovic contin- 
ues to speak for foe whole of 
BcKsnia. Mr. Krajisnik told 
SRNA. “'I won’t continue 
working in the presidency." 

Friday’s recognition agree- 
ment effectively put to rest 
foe Bosnian Serb dre^ of 
splitting Bosnia to join a 
“greater Serbia." 

Michael Steiner, a senior 
international mediator, trav- 
.elled to Pale Saturday to 
meet wifo Mr. Krajisnik — 
apparently trying to ensure 
foat he would appear. 

'The attempts at persuasion 


failed, and foe meeting got 
underway Saturday after- 
noon without Mr. Krajisnik. 

Duncan Buliivant. a 
spokesman for top peace 
mediator Carl Bildt. said the 
Serbs cited security and 
other concerns for staying 
away. 

The Bosnian presidency, 
comprising Mr. Izetbegovic, 
Mr. Krajisnik and Croat 
Kresimir Zubak, met infor- 
mally Monday for foe first 
time since being elected 
Sept, 14. Their inauguration 
had been slated for Saturday 
afternoon in Sarajevo’s 
national theatre. 

Mr. Krajisnik complained 
Friday foal Mr. Izetbegovic 
had “not kept his word," 
given at the first meeting. 
Then, he e.xplained he was 
going on a private visit (to 
Paris) and that he'U talk 
about the arrangements from 
his previous mandate.” 
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Stephanie 
of Monaco 
granted divorce 

MONACO (Rj - A 
Monaco court Ridav 
ended the mairiage ^ 
Princess Stephanie to her 
ex-bodyguard hu^)^ 
Daniel Ducaiet after he 
was photographed in a sex 
romp with a Belgian strip, 
per. a palace spokesmaa 
said. Princess Stephanie. 
31. the daughter of Princ( 
Rainier and the latem 
actress Grace Kelly, filed 
for divorce in taid. 
September after Italian and 
French magazines {mated 
pictures of Mr. Ducruet 
eax'orting with 
Topless Belgium". Fd^ 
Houteman, at a Fren^ 
Riviera villa. 

Sailor holds 
$22 million 
lotto ticket 

SAN DIEGO, Califoniia 
(R) — One U.S. Navy sea- 
man just got good news 
and bad news. The bad? 
He's sailing for the (julf 
next week. The good? He's 
$22 million richer. The 
California State Lrttery 
office announced that the 
unidentified sailor, who is 
20 years old and single, 
was foe only person with a 
winning ticket for tins 
week's drawing. After 
ta.\es. he will receive 
S792,0(X) every year for 20 
>'ears. the lottery office, 
said. Navy spokesman Jii4 
Harbig said foe sailOT, 
assigned to the frigate 
Reid is scheduled to sail 
for Saudi Arabia on Ocl 1 1 
for six months as pan of 
the U.S. build-up in the 
Gulf region. 

Spanish prison 
service buys 
1.7 million 
condoms 


MADRID (^) — Spain's 
prison service has bought 
1.7 million condoms at an 
auction to distribute among 
male prisoners, foe official 
state bulletin said. Inmates 
in Spanish prisons are 
allowed one visit a monp 
from spouses or partners. 
Male inmates are given 
four condonts a month 
while in females* prisons 
condoms are available in 
rooms kept for conjugal 
visits. 

U.S. ring cut 
owners in on car 
thefts — police 

TRENTON, NJ. (R) - 
New Jersey Police brd# 
up a ring that stole cars 
with the owners' permis- 
sion. who not only collea- 
ed on their insurance but 
got part of foe profit when 
the cars were sold, officials 
said. The gang was ntfobed 
after state police went 
undercover and pretended 
they wanted to buy the 
stolen cars to break then 
up for pans. State Attomqf 
General Peter Vernieto 
said, 

Denmark opens 
new offensive 
against warring 
bikers 

COPENHAGEN (R ) — EW 

mark's government launched 
an offensive against wardoS 
motorcycle gangs, {xesei^ 
paiiiameni with rush l^la* 
tion barring gang merabets 
from setting up afladt-ptxK 
hoses in residential areas. 
Bikers from rival Baofotks 
and Hell's Angels gangs have 
used guns, bombs, gieapdfi 
and anti-tank miiwil es io ^ 
bloody turf war spreai^ 
fonxi^ foe Nordic le^ 
Pears have grown lb** 
bystanders, especially dnl* 
(fren, could be hurt in ^ 
attacks. Justice Ministtf 
Bjoero ^^^sfo has plec^ 
foat the tmi announced^ 
Prime Nfioisier Poul N)^ 
l^mussen. will be in fbf^ 
in time to ejea Hell's Ang^ 
from a site in Copenhagen ^ 
Amager district before 
chilrten begin school hd*' 
days. 
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